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Unadopted Minutes of the BMFA North Eastern Area Committee Meeting held on 5th April 2006 At the Shoulder of Mutton, Shiney Row, Co. Durham
OFFICERS PRESENT
	N
	Chairman: Terry Bailey (Fellow)
	Y
	P.R.O.: Tom Jones (Teesside MFC)

	Y
	Vice Chairman:  Gary Armstrong (Newcastle MFA.)
	N
	Delegate:  Allan Weighell (Fellow)

	Y
	Secretary:  Mike Bell (Hartlepool MFC)
	N
	Education Coordinator: Allan Weighell (Fellow)

	Y
	Treasurer:  Tom Walker (Sunderland & DMAC)
	Y
	Competition Secretary: Brian Martin (Tynemouth MAC.)

	Y
	Achievement Scheme Co-ordinator:   Gary Armstrong (Newcastle MFA)


CLUBS REPRESENTED

Hartlepool, Hexham, Chester le Street, Guisborough, Shildon, Novocastrians, Newcastle MFA, Boldon, Washington, Sunderland, Tynemouth, Blyth, Old Fellows Flying Association, Teesside, Newcastle Electric, Weardale MGA
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Terry Bailey (Fellow), Allan Weighell (Fellow)
CORRECTIONS TO MARCH MINUTES

In the Forthcoming Events list: the contact for the Shildon fly-in should have been Stuart Shorthouse 0191 5273088 and the date for the April indoor meeting at Churchill College should have read 8th April.
ADOPTION OF MINUTES

PROPOSED:
Frank Scullion (Blyth)
SECONDED:
Tom Walker (Sunderland)
MATTERS ARISING

None.
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

The report was given by the Vice Chairman on behalf of Terry Bailey.
Two bookings for Albemarle have been confirmed: 23rd July – Shildon club fly-in,  13th August – Gateshead club fly-in.

Terry Bailey and Gary Armstrong have been in contact with Graham Lynn (Society Chairman) regarding the definitions and pilot requirements for fly-ins and displays.  Graham Lynn is making discreet enquiries with the CAA on this matter, so the proposed continuation of the debate on this subject at this meeting is deferred until the May NE Area meeting where matters will reach a conclusion.
SECRETARY’S REPORT

None. 
TREASURER’S REPORT

None.

EDUCATION CO-ORDINATORS REPORT

Not present.
PRO’S REPORT 
Tom reported that the bills for the hosting of the Area web site and the domain name have been submitted to the Treasurer.
DELEGATE’S REPORT

Not present.
FLYING DISCIPLINE OFFICERS REPORT

FREE FLIGHT

The 3rd Area centralised event took place on 2nd April in very wet conditions.
Details of some forthcoming comps were given:

14th April Northern Gala at Church Fenton

17th April Vintage Planett and Kay Cup at Church Fenton

19th April first Wednesday evening trimming event at Church Fenton
6th May Steel Cup at Newbigging

7th May 4th Area Centralised

7th May power event at Newbigging.

RADIO CONTROL

Frank Scullion reported that the Blyth club pylon event at Albemarle on 14th May has been cancelled.  Vice Chairman asked if any other clubs were willing to take the date.  Novocastria said that they would take it on (contact Allan Brown 0191 3866709).
Ian Jones announced the date for this year’s Teesside Model Flying Show as 3rd and 4th of June.
CONTROL LINE

The Boldon carrier deck weekend event will be held on 1st and 2nd July at the Fulwell Arena.
Dave Riley reported that an F2D centralised event held at Barkston on the first weekend in April had to be abandoned due to the weather.
INDOOR

A reminder was given on the change of date for the Churchill College event from 15th April to the 8th April.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Dick Wilson asked if his recollection about a B-cert rule for flying jets at Albemarle was correct.  This was confirmed, the rule being that pilots wishing to fly jets at Albemarle must be a B-certificate holder or must fly on a buddy lead with a B-certificated pilot in control of the master transmitter.  This ruling applies to all flying at Albemarle.
Weardale Model Glider Association has been approached by Durham Wildlife Trust regarding flying of gliders off Tow Law moor.  A sign has been posted on the moor with words to the effect of “no unauthorised flying”.  This is being interpreted by some as no flying allowed and has generally caused confusion.  Dave Riley commented that Roger Bellingham (Society Flying Site Adviser) had been contacted in the past and has advised that model flying at Tow Law has “grandfather rights” on the basis of the long term use of this site.  There is an e-mail that refers to a statement from the RSPB to the effect that gliders do not distress nesting birds.  Dave said he would try to find this mail.  For the purposes of defining “authorised flying” as posted on the notice it was agreed that:

Any card carrying BMFA member is authorised to fly at this site.
John French has on a number of occasions requested to have his attendance noted in the minutes in recognition of his status as an elected officer of the Society.  He has asked that the Area Constitution be examined to check if this request is valid.  The Secretary agreed to look into it.
THERE BEING NO FURTHER BUSINESS, THE MEETING CLOSED AT 8:40 pm

THE NEXT MEETING WILL BE ON WEDNESDAY 3rd MAY 2006
AT THE SHOULDER OF MUTTON, SHINEY ROW STARTING 8.00 PM

