UNADOPTED MINUTES OF THE BMFA NORTH EAST AREA COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 8th JANUARY 2003

 AT THE SHOULDER OF MUTTON, SHINEY ROW,CO.DURHAM.

OFFICERS PRESENT

Chairman, Vice Chairman, Delegate, Secretary, PRO, Comp Sec. Treasurer, Education Co-ordinator.

CLUBS REPRESENTED

Teesside, Hexham, Gateshead, Blyth, Boldon, Cleveland Indoor, Shildon, Washington, Tyne & Wear, Sunderland, N.E.Helicopters, Chester le Street, Newcastle, Newcastle Electric, Weardale Model Glider Association, Tynemouth, Crook & District, Hartlepool.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Ian Jones - Teesside

CORRECTIONS TO DECEMBER MINUTES

None.

ADOPTION OF MINUTES

Proposed : Blyth

Seconded : Washington

MATTERS ARISING

Allan Weighell confirmed 50 indoor model helicopters had been donated to the Great North Air Ambulance Service.

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

Terry Bailey advised delegates that a disturbance involving some demonstrators at Albemarle Barracks before Christmas would not affect usage by the BMFA.

SECRETARY’S REPORT

Geoff Armstrong confirmed that the two proposals relating to the appointments of Gordon Whitehead and George Evans as Area Chief Instructors had been sent to Leicester. However, it transpires that Mr Whitehead is already an Area Chief Instructor and Mr Evans cannot be considered until he has held the position of Registered Club Instructor for a period of one year. Consequently both proposals will not be considered.

TREASURER’S REPORT

Tom Walker handed out expenses claim forms and asked for their return at or before the next meeting in time for the financial year-end in March.
EDUCATION CO-ORDINATOR’S REPORT

Tynemouth School have sent Allan Weighell a Photo CD of his work with the children last year. A copy is to be forwarded to Mike Colling and it is hoped the school will enter this year’s the BMAC challenge. It is hoped that Durham University will enter a team in the University Challenge competition, probably in 2004.

P.R.O.’S REPORT

Tom Jones reported that some items sent for inclusion in the BMFA News had been omitted. Tom felt it had also taken an unreasonably long time to include a link, to the area website, from the BMFA site.
DELEGATE’S REPORT

Allan Weighell advised delegates of the agenda for the forthcoming Full Council meeting. At the February Areas Council meeting, Tom Jones will attend as an alternate to the chairman, who is unable to attend.

FLYING DISCIPLINE OFFICERS’ REPORTS

FREE FLIGHT

Chuck glider competition on February 9th at Tynemouth.

CONTROL LINE

None.

RADIO CONTROL

None.

INDOOR

Allan Weighell reported on the impressive new venue at Hartlepool and thanked Frank Scullion and Doug Miller for their efforts in the year-end meeting at Churchill High School. He also mentioned a meeting hosted by the Catterick club at Richmond Comprehensive School on Tuesday February 18th, commencing 7.30pm

ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Tom Jones felt that names of participants should be added to those photographs appearing in the BMFA News.

Tony Eden thanked Allan Weighell for his work in assisting the Weardale Model Glider Association with a Risk Assessment of their site. Allan reciprocated by thanking the club for their hospitality and reminded delegates that all clubs have a duty of care to their members and if they haven’t done so should consider a Risk Assessment review of their flying site.

Ray Croucher (Washington Club) brought delegates up to date with the current situation concerning discussions with Sunderland District Council relating to the use of their site.

Mike Bell (Hartlepool) commented on a lengthy article in RCM&E about this year’s Geordie Nationals.

Brian Martin (Tynemouth) commented on aeromodelling programmes on Discovery channel.

Gary Armstrong (Hexham) advised delegates of the new weight limits for large models, including the achievements of Graham Lynn and the LMA.

THERE BEING NO FURTHER BUSINESS, THE MEETING CLOSED AT 9.05pm

THE NEXT MEETING, WITH A SIMILAR AGENDA, WILL BE ON WEDNESDAY 5th February 2003 AT THE SHOULDER OF MUTTON, SHINEY ROW, COMMENCING 8 PM.

