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Unadopted Minutes of the BMFA North Eastern Area Committee Meeting held on 1st April 2009 At the Shoulder of Mutton, Shiney Row, Co. Durham

OFFICERS PRESENT

Y
Chairman: Allan Weighell (Fellow)
N
P.R.O.: Tom Jones (Teesside MFC)

Y
Vice Chairman:  Gary Armstrong (Newcastle MFA.)
N
Delegate:  Tom Jones (Teesside MFC)

Y
Secretary:  Peter Watson (Washington MFC)
Y
Education Co-ordinator: Allan Weighell (Fellow)

Y
Treasurer:  Tom Walker (Sunderland & DMAC)
Y
Competition Secretary: Brian Martin (Tynemouth MAC.)

Y
Achievement Scheme Co-ordinator:   Gary Armstrong (Newcastle MFA)

CLUBS REPRESENTED (eligible to vote)

Old Fellows, Guisborough, Sunderland, Newcastle MFA, Boldon, Washington, Cleveland Indoor, Cramlington, Novocastria, Weardale MGA, Tynemouth, Gateshead, Crook, Teesside.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

PRO, Mike Bell (Hartlepool), Dave Riley, Stuart Shorthouse (Shildon).

CORRECTIONS TO JANUARY MINUTES

Nunthorpe and Churchill indoor meetings omitted from events list. Laser (in Laser engines) spelt incorrectly as Lazer.

ADOPTION OF MINUTES

PROPOSED:
T Bailey (Fellow, Sunderland)

SECONDED:
Tom Maddison (Guisborough)

MATTERS ARISING

Les Scurfield (Novocastrians) commented that the revised arrangements for the RC flightline had not been minuted last month. Terry Bailey (Sunderland) listed the arrangements which are that the west section of the E-W runway is to be used for the RC flightline, when wind direction permits (this is the area used for the RC flight line at the Geordie Nats). Parking is on the grass only and the walkway to be used as the pit area. Only models being flown or retrieved to be on the runway. Cars must not be driven down the E-W runway, access by peri track/SW end of NE-SW runway. If there is a crosswind on this area, then the RC flightline is to be located on the main NE-SW runway, with parking at the side of the E-W runway, opposite to the grassed triangle (the flying area used prior to the change). All flying to be towards Crashgate 4, to prevent overflying of the CL area.

Alan Gorham  raised the question of fees for Albemarle. Secretary reported that the daily fee to the Defence Estates remains at £60.00/day for 2009. After some discussion, Gary Armstrong proposed that, if flying takes place, then the full monthly fee (currently £60.00) be paid. No flying to take place until agreed by the organiser for the club booking the day (this latter to obviate problems with “poor” flying weather). Seconded by Terry Bailey (Sunderland) and carried unanimously.

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT  

The Youth Workshop, headed by Martin Bell, assisted by Ben Johnson and Richard Smith is progressing. Chairman is organising an email address for queries and will assist before each meeting.

Allan Davison has asked if the area could put a static display at the 2010 model exhibition in Temple Park, South Shields. It was decided to hold over a decision until later this year, to allow a full discussion. 

Chairman together with Terry Bailey (Sunderland) has met with 3 I/C Albemarle. Meeting was productive and it seems that, despite the licence restrictions imposed in 2008,  a good working relationship with the Army can be established. Later this year the current 2 & 3 I/C are due to be changed. 

BMFA membership for 2009, to date, is higher than the figure for last year at 31.315 v. 29510. Club numbers have also increased with 817 in 2009 against 769 in 2008. Country membership  is 10,115.

SECRETARY’S REPORT

Licence for Albemarle has been received. Conditions/fees as for 2008, but licence from April 1st to December 31st.

TREASURER’S REPORT

Gateshead meeting at Albemarle raised the required full fee of £60.00. Last 2 months fee for  Churchill has been paid.

EDUCATION CO-ORDINATORS REPORT

The Royal Navy has agreed to  sponsor the Flight Challenge. This will be held on 20th June at the Imperial War Museum  (Duxford). Nunthorpe School has entered two teams, in Jiminy Cricket and Junior categories.

The postponed rocketry workshop at Prudhoe School has been rescheduled for 21st April. Chairman hopes that improved weather will allow some “real” rockets to be flown outdoors.

PRO’S REPORT

None.

DELEGATE’S REPORT

None

FLYING DISCIPLINE OFFICERS REPORT

FREE FLIGHT

First and Second Area centralised FF meetings were cancelled due to inclement weather.

Third Area centralised FF meeting on April 5th 

Northern Area Gala on 10th April.

“Vintage Pannett and Kaye Glider “ competitions on 11th April.

Details available from Brian Martin.

RADIO CONTROL

None

CONTROL LINE

Reported that  at the CIAM the requirement for  all competitors in FAI run events to be drugs tested. Exemption may be granted for drugs taken for medical purposes, but it appears that the expense of this exemption may be the responsibility of the competitor.

INDOOR

The provisional 35 cm indoor class is now official, designated F1R.

Attendance at the 2 indoor meetings run by the Gateshead Club at Lyndhurst was poor. No further meetings will be run by the club at this venue.

 ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Next meeting at Albemarle will be on 19th April, organised by Boldon Club. 

Brian Collins has approached Terry Bailey (Sunderland) to ask if it would be possible to run an electric only event at Albemarle. Event would be booked through Gateshead Club, but sponsored/run by BRC Hobbies. There was some discussion of this as some delegates considered in inadvisable to run an electric only event, banning IC powered models. It was explained that the electric only part would apply only to the RC flight line and that CL and FF disciplines, which operate in a different area would not be affected. However, there were still some objections, so a vote was called for. Les Scurfield (Novocastrians) commented that this was not possible as the club delegates would have to report back for instructions. The matter was thus held over till the next meeting and Terry Bailey was asked to contact Brian Collins to advise him of the proceedings and to ask if he objected to IC models on the RC flight line, even though the meeting would be scheduled as “electric”.

Geoff Armstrong (Gateshead) reported that the meeting on the 29th March was excellent, with good weather and attendance. The new flying arrangements seemed to be OK, but some drivers came down the flying runway instead of continuing round the peri track. No entry notices were posted, but were apparently rather small. Question was raised as to whether we could obtain some cones to mark the end of the runway. This was not thought to be practical, as there was no where at Albemarle to store the cones. It was noted that at the Geordie Nats red/white striped tape was used to mark the “NO GO” areas. Frank Scullion attended the meeting and was seen to be flying carrier deck. He is apparently waiting to move to sheltered accommodation.

Funding for team members this year is:

Kevin Caton (Teesside member) F3A first time                   .                               £100.00

Jamie Griffin (Novocastrians member) F2D  Junior and first time                        £100.00

Other team members in FF and CL disciplines, who are not first time                   £50.00 each 

Proposed by Terry Bailey (Sunderland) and seconded by T. Eden (Weardale MGA). Passed unanimously.

It was reported that Graham Ives has withdrawn from the F2D team

THERE BEING NO FURTHER BUSINESS, THE MEETING CLOSED AT 9:35pm

THE NEXT MEETING WILL BE ON WEDNESDAY 6th  MAY 2009 AT THE SHOULDER OF MUTTON, SHINEY ROW 

