NECBL

Dear Friends in Pennsylvania, Maryland, Delaware, New Jersey, & Washington
D.C.

Last year in April, I organized the Inaugural NorthEast Chinese Basketball Tournament in
Aston Pennsylvania and received an enthusiastic response and huge support. It was an
exciting and memorable event for many people. Sadly and shockingly, just one month
afterwards on May 12th - China experienced one of the most devastating earthquakes in
history. Many, like my wife, had friends or family there. Within the first week, there were
Chinese organizations across the United States raising donations - and their efforts are
certainly commendable.

Today I am writing to invite you to participate - whether as a player, a coach, or as a fan -
in the 2nd Annual North-East Chinese Basketball Tournament held April 11, 2009 in
Newark, Delaware. Last year there were six teams, and this year all eight participating
teams have decided to give a donation in remembrance of Sichuan. The groups included
are China Club's Delaware Dragons, George Washington University, Johns Hopkins
CSSA, Lehigh University CSSA, South New Jersey, Temple University CSSA, Towson
University, & University of Pennsylvania. I'd like to express here my thanks to all the
players, captains, and supportive family members. As you know - no team can be great
without their fans and supporters.

In America, there is a famous "www.relayforlife.org," where teams of people take turns
just walking/running around to raise donations and remember loved ones lost to cancer.
So it gave me the idea to use this year's NECBL Tournament to remember those affected
in Sichuan and also create a four-state community event. Additionally, basketball is
becoming a 'power’ sport: just as ping pong helped strengthen the U.S. and China during
the Nixon years - perhaps basketball is 'that' sport now - thanks to figures like Yao Ming,
Yi Jianlian, and Sun Yue Americans of any race or color knows that "They are from
CHINA."

Friends, this is an amazing game to play and to watch. Let's enjoy, together, a great
tournament on April 11th. I hope you can come participate, make new friends around this
region, and donate to remember those in Sichuan.

Sincerely yours,

Peter Ran (NECBL Organizer), Peter Du (Assistant Organizer | UPenn Captain), Shao
Qiushi (Assistant Organizer | Delaware Dragons Co-Captain), & David Zhang (Assistant
Organizer).
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