Frequently Asked Questions

Q:
Besides the uniform, what supplies do I need to provide for my child? 

A:  While cleated soccer shoes are not mandatory, they are necessary to keep from slipping on the grass. The Kindergarten players receive and keep a T-shirt.  The Mini players receive and keep a shirt and socks.  Kindergarten and Mini players must provide their own shorts.  Families are encouraged to use every day clothing, shorts, socks, and soccer shoes.   

Recreational and Classic players will receive a complete uniform, which must also be returned at the end of the soccer season.   They are not required to return the socks provided, but must return the shorts and jersey.  In all cases and ages, players provide shin guards.  Soccer shoes must be cleated.  No baseball cleats will be accepted.  

Q: 
How many times can I expect my child to have practices? 


A.  As parents, you will be expected to take your turn in being present at practices.  Each child should bring their own water to drink. Shin guards are required at practices as well as games. Comfortable clothes should be worn at practices, usually shorts and a T-shirt. 

KINDERGARTEN LEAGUE:  Players will practice and play games on the same day.  The first half-hour is filled with practice and the second half-hour the game is played. Kindergarten season starts after the beginning of school.  Do not be alarmed if you do not hear from the coach prior to the third week of August or last week of August. [Tentative start date 09/18/02]
MINI LEAGUE: Our Mini players play two days a week (Mon/Wed, or Tues/Thursday). MINI season starts after the beginning of the school season.  Do not be alarmed if you do not hear from the coach prior to the second or third week of August. [Tentative start date 09/09/02]
RECREATIONAL LEAGUE:   Most teams begin practice in early August. Depending on coach schedules, teams usually practice 1 to 1½ hours per day, two days per week.  Games are usually once per week for ten to twelve weeks.   [Tentative start date 09/09/02]

CLASSIC SOCCER:  (Ages U-11 to U-14 only)   Most teams begin practice in mid to late July. Depending on coach schedules, teams usually practice 1 to 1½ hours per day, two days per week.   Games can be one to two games per week and can require travel out of the North Clackamas area. [Tentative start date 08/01/02]
Q:
We've been asked to coach our child's team because the team needs a coach. We know nothing about soccer. HELP! 


A:  Most of our coaches started in the position you are at. It's amazing how your talents can lend themselves to coaching.  Club Bylaws, and a Handbook Policy are available to the coach.  The 1st VP/Coach Coordinator can also provide you with a coach’s manual with valuable information in setting up practices and other suggestions.  OYSA also provides handbooks for different age groups.  You can download a coaching packet for the various age groups at: http://www.oregonyouthsoccer.org/test/coach/.

NCSC will also offer coaching clinics before the season starts, if enough interest warrants it.  All it takes is the courage to start, and the love of children.  We are working with the Rex Putnam High School coaches for special presentations and training sessions, too.

Q: 
I registered in July and Soccer does not begin until September.  Why was I required to pay a Late Fee? 


A: Teams must be officially filed with OYSA and WYSA.  NCSC is covered under the umbrella of the Oregon Youth Soccer Association (OYSA) and Willamette Youth Soccer Association (WYSA).  Team, coach and player fees are due to these agencies July 1st.  Since our teams play with teams from other towns, work is involved in organizing team schedules.  If a club makes modifications to teams (coaches, players, etc.) after July 1, it incurs monetary penalties (any changes).  

As the number of players have increased over the years (last year over 600 players and 44 teams), the work involved in getting leagues running, coaches and players organized becomes very time consuming.

Registering players requires organization, paperwork, data processing, equipment / uniform coordination, field scheduling, and referee recruitment.  Volunteers who put teams together in their spare time do the work.  We don’t like requiring late fees, but it is often necessary.

Q: 
Do we play games when it's raining? 


A:  YES. It is up to the referee at game time to determine whether it is safe to play. Parents: Bring umbrellas for you and towels for your car and child.  Besides, REAL soccer in Oregon is played in the rain! 

Q. Can I sponsor teams or make donations to the membership?  

A. Last year, your child's registration fees covered 85% of the costs to run our fall program.  Sponsoring organizations, fundraising and donations made up the remainder.  Sponsorship is a rewarding way to show your support for your child and community. Contact our Sponsorship Chair if you or your company would be interested in becoming a Team Sponsor.  Please contact Laurie Hamilton at laurie@sportsexpos.com.   All sponsorship funds MUST go through the NCSC Treasury.  Coaches can request reimbursement of specific bequests for their teams.  

Q. My child is interested in being a referee.  What is necessary to get a license?

A. Contact Oregon Youth Soccer Association (OYSA) at 1-800-275-6393 or through their website (http://www.oregonyouthsoccer.org/test/index.shtml).  You may make arrangements to attend their classes and take the exams for a license.  Classes are not always available but become available throughout the year.  Continue to review the OYSA website for details.

Q. Why are activities scheduled on Sundays?  This should be a day of rest.

A. In an ideal world, we would all like to have Sunday be a day of family devotion and rest.  However, since time is a valuable commodity in today’s schedules, many organizations are forced to plan activities on this day.  Families who wish to opt out of an activity on Sundays are supported in their beliefs and wishes.  Unfortunately, the Club cannot always avoid scheduling photographs or games since the secular world schedules activities.  The Club will do its best to avoid scheduling activities on Sundays.

Q.
I have been told that my player cannot wear jewelry.  Does this mean pierced earrings as well?

A.
The United States Soccer Federation has stated in its ‘Advice to Referees on the Laws of the game’, Section 4, Player’s Equipment, that jewelry is not to be allowed.  Since NCSC plays under and is affiliated with the USSF, our referees will follow the rule that NO player may wear jewelry of any kind during a game.  Parents and Coaches are encouraged to hold onto jewelry of any type for players until practices and games are over.  

Q.
What if my player gets injured on the field during practice or play?

A.
Ask your coach to discuss with the Board, procedures for secondary insurance.  Your coach will first need to inform the Board contact person and then fill out an incident form provided by OYSA.  The player’s parent will need to submit the form along with a copy of invoices for medical charges.  This insurance policy will cover most expenses over $100 that your primary insurer has not paid.   

Q.
My child had to withdraw from the league and did not play any games.  Why didn’t I get a total refund for my registration fee?

A.
Several things happen when a refund is requested.  First, if the player already received fundraiser retail discount cards, the Club cost of those cards is deducted.  Second, if the player fee has already been paid to OYSA and WYSA, that fee is deducted from the cost as well.  The club budget is designed and forecasted using April registrations.  Expenses for the maintenance of fields, uniform purchases and club costs are based on registration totals.  Unfortunately, per player expenses must be deducted from refunds.

Q.
My Coach is not in control of the team.  There are parental or child disruptions that are affecting the entire team and specifically my child.  My child does not want to play on this team.  What can I do?

A.
First, the Coach is responsible for maintaining control of his team.  Coaches are encouraged to assign a team manager (team parent) who can assist in duties he/she cannot attend to.  If, after first discussing your concerns with this Coach, you have not received remedy, you may present your concern to the Board.  The Board will assign a mediator to assist you in working through the difficulties.  Our first priority is that the youth players are playing in an environment that promotes the physical, mental and emotional development of Oregon's youth through the sport of soccer.  
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