Nootka Sound Watershed Society

Meeting Notes
April 29, 2009
Western Forest Products Inc. board room, Gold River
7:00 PM-10:05 PM
Attendance:
	Roger Dunlop, Uu-a-thluk/NTC Fisheries

Ken Smith, GR Stream keepers
Pat Dennison, Gold River Resources
Dick Dennison, GR Rod & Gun club
Pam Ballard, Grieg Seafood

Jim Murphy, Grieg Seafood

John Frame, sport fisherman Gold River

Greg Rusel, DFO

Jason Knight, DFO
	David Chard, Chinootka lodge
Mike Austin, Conuma Hatchery
Jim Davis, director at large
Randy Watson, Area D Gillnet Association

Anne Cameron, Village of Tahsis

Suzanne Trevis, Village of Gold River

Dave Davies, DFO

Paul Whalen, Tahsis resident

Tineke Veenhoven, NSWS secretary


1.
Welcome and Introductions
2.
Review and adopt Agenda
· Add 3b – Enforcement – Jason Knight/Greg Rusel
· 5a and 5b to be discussed as one item – Hatchery update and enhancement – Mike Austin/Dave Davies

· Add 6c – Streamkeepers report – Ken Smith

· 8 – 4 items of correspondence received – Pat Dennison

Motion to adopt agenda: Suzanne Trevis and 2nd by Dick Dennison. Motion Carried.
3.
a. Recreational fisheries management outlook 2009 – Diana Dobson/Paul Preston
There has been a continuous downward trend of Chinook return to WCVI since the last decade of the previous century. In 2009, 9,000 Chinook are expected to return to Conuma (19,000 in 2008).
Regulations will be more stringent closer to the terminal areas because of higher impact in these areas. 5 year old females (usually 75% of total 5 year old return) will be returning to Conuma and measures have to be taken to protect them.
Paul Preston proposes to reinstall the In-harvest subcommittee, and organize weekly meetings to be able to react quickly to changes occurring during the season.

Recreational fishing lodges expect a decrease in turnover of 30-40% this season, which could be of influence to the allowable catch.

Creel survey will start in July. Filling out survey logs by lodges will not be mandatory this year. Information collected from log books is not reliable enough as a basis for developing a return prediction model.
DFO Stock Assessment will collect data between now and the first week of October 2009,  to serve as a basis for a management plan for the area. The management plan will include production planning, harvest-, restoration- and enhancement-strategies. 

A two day workshop to finalize the plan will take place in October. Diana will send Roger a template for an ‘integrated fish management plan’, and will find a facilitator for the workshop.

b. Enforcement – Jason Knight/Greg Rusel

Enforcement in 2008 was successful, but also disappointing, because of the large number of offenses. Reels and rods were taken from repeat lodge offenders.

This year, they will be confronted with confiscation of boats and other materials.
4. 
Review and adopt minutes of March 25, 2009 meeting and update action items
Jim Davis: Economic study in Nootka Sound account will revert to general NSWS account.

Ken Smith: tender process for phase II Conuma side channel: 

1. advertisement in the local paper, asking interested parties to react

2. send interested parties information package

3. shortlist preferred bidders from returned information.

Motion to adopt minutes: Suzanne Trevis and 2nd by Dick Dennison. Motion Carried.

      5.
a/b. Hatchery update and enhancement– Mike Austin/Dave Davies


Conuma Chinook:: the first group is in sea pens, and will be released next week. 

Gold chinook weigh 3 grs. presently, and will be released in the river at 5 grs. The release point will be in the lower part of the river.
Burman Chinook have been vaccinated, and are ready for release next week.

Tahsis: the new well is working well, and fish are developing as anticipated.
Synex applied for a second water licence, which was refused by the Village of Tahsis.

Criteria for a new hatchery site in Gold River would be: access to water, power and road, and proximity to inhabited areas.  Suggested sites: Gold River Rod and Gun club, Gold River golf course,  Ahaminiquus reserve, Tsaxana. The first two sites were surveyed.
During the spring run an original Gold Chinook was caught. The head will be subjected to DNA analysis.

c. Five year production plan – Roger Dunlop


Discussion will be postponed.
Motion to close regular meeting: Suzanne Trevis and 2nd by Dick Dennison. Motion Carried.

Motion to open AGM: Dick Dennison and 2nd by Jim Davis. Motion Carried.

6.
New Business

a.  AGM and elections 2009 – Pat Dennison
The present board and directors resign, and the following persons are nominated:
President: Roger Dunlop, vice-president: Ken Smith, treasurer: Pat Dennison.

Directors: Larry Andrews, Pam Ballard, Anne Cameron, Jim Davis, Dick Dennison, Jamie James, Jim Murphy, Kent O’Neill, Mia Parker, Dan Stewart, Suzanne Trevis, Randy Watson. All nominated persons are elected.

Motion to close AGM: Suzanne Trevis and 2nd by Dick Dennison. Motion Carried.

Motion to open regular meeting: Suzanne Trevis and 2nd by Jim Murphy. Motion Carried.


b. Collaborative agreement DFO-NSWS – Dave Davies
Gary Taccogna, Mike Austin and Dave Davies are working out the details of the collaborative agreement. Results will be emailed to Roger.
c. Streamkeepers – Ken Smith
Fish habitat signs will be posted at Dunlop Creek.
Big Bend Creek: coho was found above the drop off, where a good habitat exists. A fish ladder and buffers inside the culvert will be constructed at the drop off to help fish with their upward journey.

Samples will be taken to test the water quality where the creek runs below Green Island Energy’s ash dump site.

7.
Financial Report - Pat Dennison

Financial report for March 2009 will be presented at the next meeting..

8.
Correspondence
· Sunday May 3, 2009: River never sleeps festival invitation, Fanny Bay
· Announcement water workshop, Maple Ridge

· Email update phase II Conuma side channel – Karl Wilson

· Letter George Lurch re WCCAP

9.
Next meeting & location : 7:00 – 9:00 PM, May 27, 2009, Council of Chiefs meeting room, Tsaxana
10.
Adjournment: 10:10 PM
Motion to adjourn: Jim Murphy and 2nd by Suzanne Trevis. Motion Carried.

Action items:
	Item:
	Who
	Done

	Reinstall In-harvest subcommittee
	Roger
	

	Investigate possibility to use Grieg vessel for transport of fry
	Dave/Jim Murphy
	

	Send template ‘integrated fish management plan’ to Roger
	Diana
	

	Pick date for October workshop and find facilitator
	Diana/Roger
	

	Dave to get brochures from all his groups, ask for costs, and bring examples
	Dave
	

	Email final version of collaborative agreement to Roger
	Dave/Mike
	

	Fill out new GST form
	Roger
	

	Check on mold, cement and necessary permissions for Bill Haggarty monument at the Conuma side channel
	Suzanne/Kent
	

	Prepare WCCAP proposal for funding (Canton)
	Roger
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