Two Languages - One History

The origin of both, German and English, lies in the Language called Germanic.

Germanic developed about 200 b. C. in the area around the Elbe River. This language split up into three other languages as the Germanic tribes settled down in different regions of Europe. One of them, East Germanic, was spoken by the groups of people who migrated back to southeastern Europe. East Germanic languages aren’t spoken today anymore, and the only part of the East Germanic language that survived is written Gothic. 

An other Language was North Germanic, which developed into the modern Scandinavian languages of Swedish, Danish, Norwegian, and Icelandic (but not Finnish, which is related to Estonian and is not an Indo-European language). The last one is West Germanic, which is the most interesting for this paper, because it is the ancestor of modern German, Dutch, Flemish, Frisian, and English.

The History of English

The Beginning

West Germanic tribes from Jutland and southern Denmark, The Angles (whose name is the source of the words England and English), Saxons, and Jutes, began settling on the British Isles around the fifth century AD. They spoke an old West Germanic language, today called Old English. The settlers became invaders, because shortly after arriving on the isles they started pushing the native Celtic people into northern and western territories, today known as Scotland, Wales and Ireland.

Soon, the Vikings started invading the new citizens of the British Isles. These invasions brought many Viking words into the English language. In fact most of the words of “New English” came from foreigners, just about one sixth of the old English words made it into New English. However, about one half of the most commonly used words derived from Old English. 

Old English existed until about 1100 AD, when the most important impact to the English language happened.

The Norman Conquest

In 1066 AD William the Conqueror invaded today’s England. The new lord spoke an Old French dialect known as Anglo-Norman. This new circumstances had a big influence on the English language. Many words used in the Law came from the new Lords, because they run the courts. For example derived the words indict, jury, and verdict from the Anglo-Norman language. During this time many new words were taken from the French dialect, but also new words were combined. For example was gentleman combined of the French word gentle and the English word man. 

In 1349-1350 the Black Death killed about one third of the English population. As the population began to grow again, English became more important than French, because the English speaking middle-class grew the fastest.  Few years later in 1362 the statue of pleading was adopted and English became the Language used in court and the Parliament. Around 1500 AD the era of “Middle English” came to an end. 

The Early Modern English

