
Part 27c  Talents continued:

Health

     Health is a blessing of which few appreciate the value; yet upon it the efficiency of our mental and physical powers largely depends.  Our impulses and passions have their seat in the body, and it must be kept in the best condition physically and under the most spiritual influences in order that our talents may be put to the highest use.  

Anything that lessens physical strength enfeebles the mind and makes it less capable of discriminating between right and wrong.  We become less capable of choosing the good and have less strength of will to do that which we know to be right.  

The misuse of our physical powers shortens the period of time in which our lives can be used for the glory of God.  And it unfits us to accomplish the work God has given us to do.  By allowing ourselves to form wrong habits, by keeping late hours, by gratifying appetite at the expense of health, we lay the foundation for feebleness.  By neglecting physical exercise, by overworking mind or body, we unbalance the nervous system.  Those who thus shorten their lives and unfit themselves for service by disregarding nature's laws, are guilty of robbery toward God.  And they are robbing their fellow men also.  The opportunity of blessing others, the very work for which God sent them into the world, has by their own course of action been cut short.  And they have unfitted themselves to do even that which in a briefer period of time they might have accomplished.  The LORD holds us guilty when by our injurious habits we thus deprive the world of good.  

Transgression of physical law is transgression of the moral law; for God is as truly the author of physical laws as He is the author of the moral law.  His law is written with His own finger upon every nerve, every muscle, every faculty, which has been entrusted to man.  And every misuse of any part of our organism is a violation of that law.  

All should have an intelligent knowledge of the human frame that they may keep their bodies in the condition necessary to do the work of the LORD.  The physical life is to be carefully preserved and developed that through humanity the divine nature may be revealed in its fullness.  The relation of the physical organism to the spiritual life is one of the most important branches of education.  It should receive careful attention in the home and in the school.  All need to become acquainted with their physical structure and the laws that control natural life.  He who remains in willing ignorance of the laws of his physical being and who violates them through ignorance is sinning against God.  All should place themselves in the best possible relation to life and health.  Our habits should be brought under the control of a mind that is itself under the control of God.  

“Know you not,” says the apostle Paul, “that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which you have of God, and you are not your own? For you are bought with a price; therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God's.” 1 Corinthians  6:19, 20.  

Strength

     We are to love God, not only with all the heart, mind, and soul, but with all the strength.  This covers the full, intelligent use of the physical powers.  

Christ was a true worker in temporal as well as in spiritual things, and into all His work He brought a determination to do His Father's will.  The things of heaven and earth are more closely connected and are more directly under the supervision of Christ than many realize.  

It was Christ who planned the arrangement for the first earthly tabernacle.  He gave every specification in regard to the building of Solomon's temple.  The One who in His earthly life worked as a carpenter in the village of Nazareth was the heavenly architect who marked out the plan for the sacred building where His name was to be honoured.  

It was Christ who gave to the builders of the tabernacle wisdom to execute the most skillful and beautiful workmanship.  He said, “See, I have called by name Bezaleel the son of Uri, the son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah; and I have filled him with the Spirit of God, in wisdom, and in understanding, and in knowledge, and in all manner of workmanship.  .  .  .  And I, behold, I have given with him Aholiab, the son of Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan; and in the hearts of all that are wise hearted I have put wisdom, that they may make all that I have commanded you.” Exodus 31:2-6.  

God desires that His workers in every line shall look to Him as the Giver of all they possess.  All right inventions and improvements have their source in Him who is wonderful in counsel and excellent in working.  The skillful touch of the physician's hand, his power over nerve and muscle, his knowledge of the delicate organism of the body, is the wisdom of divine power, to be used in behalf of the suffering.  The skill with which the carpenter uses the hammer, the strength with which the blacksmith makes the anvil ring, comes from God.  He has entrusted men with talents, and He expects them to look to Him for counsel.  Whatever we do, in whatever department of the work we are placed, He desires to control our minds that we may do perfect work.  

Religion and business are not two separate things; they are one.  Bible religion is to be interwoven with all we do or say.  Divine and human agencies are to combine in temporal as well as in spiritual achievements.  They are to be united in all human pursuits, in mechanical and agricultural labours, in mercantile and scientific enterprises.  There must be co-operation in everything embraced in Christian activity.  

God has proclaimed the principles on which alone this co-operation is possible.  His glory must be the motive of all who are laborers together with Him.  All our work is to be done from love of God and in accordance with His will.  

It is just as essential to do the will of God when erecting a building as when taking part in a religious service.  And if the workers have brought the right principles into their own character making, then in the erection of every building they will grow in grace and knowledge.  

But God will not accept the greatest talents or the most splendid service unless self is laid upon the altar, a living, consuming sacrifice.  The root must be holy, else there can be no fruit acceptable to God.  

The LORD made Daniel and Joseph shrewd managers.  He could work through them because they did not live to please their own inclination but to please God.  

The case of Daniel has a lesson for us.  It reveals the fact that a businessman is not necessarily a sharp, policy man.  He can be instructed by God at every step.  Daniel, while prime minister of the kingdom of Babylon, was a prophet of God, receiving the light of heavenly inspiration.  Worldly, ambitious statesmen are represented in the word of God as the grass that grows up and as the flower of the grass that fades.  Yet the LORD desires to have in His service intelligent men, men qualified for various lines of work.  There is need of businessmen who will weave the grand principles of truth into all their transactions.  And their talents should be perfected by most thorough study and training.  If men in any line of work need to improve their opportunities to become wise and efficient, it is those who are using their ability in building up the kingdom of God in our world.  Of Daniel we learn that in all his business transactions, when subjected to the closest scrutiny, not one fault or error could be found.  He was a sample of what every businessman may be.  His history shows what may be accomplished by one who consecrates the strength of brain and bone and muscle, of heart and life, to the service of God.  

Money

   God also entrusts men with means.  He gives them power to get wealth.  He waters the earth with the dews of heaven and with the showers of refreshing rain.  He gives the sunlight, which warms the earth, awakening to life the things of nature and causing them to flourish and bear fruit.  And He asks for a return of His own.  

Our money has not been given us that we might honour and glorify ourselves.  As faithful stewards we are to use it for the honour and glory of God.  Some think that only a portion of their means is the LORD's.  When they have set apart a portion for religious and charitable purposes, they regard the remainder as their own, to be used as they see fit.  But in this they mistake.  All we possess is the LORD's, and we are accountable to Him for the use we make of it.  In the use of every penny, it will be seen whether we love God supremely and our neighbour as ourselves.  

Money has great value, because it can do great good.  In the hands of God's children it is food for the hungry, drink for the thirsty, and clothing for the naked.  It is a defense for the oppressed, and a means of help to the sick.  But money is of no more value than sand, only as it is put to use in providing for the necessities of life, in blessing others, and advancing the cause of Christ.  

Hoarded wealth is not merely useless, it is a curse.  In this life it is a snare to the soul, drawing the affections away from the heavenly treasure.  In the great day of God its witness to unused talents and neglected opportunities will condemn its possessor.  The Scripture says, “Go to now, you rich men, weep and howl for your miseries that shall come upon you.  Your riches are corrupted, and your garments are motheaten.  Your gold and silver is cankered; and the rust of them shall bear witness against you, and shall eat your flesh as it were fire.  You have heaped treasure together for the last days.  Behold, the hire of the labourers who have reaped down your fields, which is of you kept back by fraud, cries; and the cries of them which have reaped are entered into the ears of the LORD of sabaoth.” James 5:1-4.  

But Christ sanctions no lavish or careless use of means.  His lesson in economy, “Gather up the fragments that remain, that nothing be lost,” is for all His followers.  (John 6:12.) He who realizes that his money is a talent from God will use it economically, and will feel it a duty to save that he may give.  

The more means we expend in display and self-indulgence, the less we can have to feed the hungry and clothe the naked.  Every penny used unnecessarily deprives the spender of a precious opportunity of doing good.  It is robbing God of the honour and glory which should flow back to Him through the improvement of His entrusted talents.  

Kindly Impulses and Affections
     Kindly affections, generous impulses, and a quick apprehension of spiritual things are precious talents, and lay their possessor under a weighty responsibility.  All are to be used in God's service.  But here many err.  Satisfied with the possession of these qualities, they fail to bring them into active service for others.  They flatter themselves that if they had opportunity, if circumstances were favorable, they would do a great and good work.  But they are awaiting the opportunity.  They despise the narrowness of the poor niggard who grudges even a pittance to the needy.  They see that he is living for self, and that he is responsible for his misused talents.  With much complacency they draw the contrast between themselves and such narrow-minded ones, feeling that their own condition is much more favorable than that of their mean-souled neighbors.  But they are deceiving themselves.  The mere possession of unused qualities only increases their responsibility.  Those who possess large affections are under obligation to God to bestow them, not merely on their friends, but on all who need their help.  Social advantages are talents, and are to be used for the benefit of all within reach of our influence.  The love that gives kindness to only a few is not love, but selfishness.  It will not in any way work for the good of souls or the glory of God.  Those who thus leave their Master's talents unimproved are even more guilty than are the ones for whom they feel such contempt.  To them it will be said, You knew your Master's will, but did it not.  

Talents Multiplied by Use 
     Talents used are talents multiplied.  Success is not the result of chance or of destiny; it is the outworking of God's own providence, the reward of faith and discretion, of virtue and persevering effort.  The LORD desires us to use every gift we have; and if we do this, we shall have greater gifts to use.  He does not supernaturally endow us with the qualifications we lack; but while we use that which we have, He will work with us to increase and strengthen every faculty.  By every wholehearted, earnest sacrifice for the Master's service our powers will increase.  While we yield ourselves as instruments for the Holy Spirit's working, the grace of God works in us to deny old inclinations, to overcome powerful propensities, and to form new habits.  As we cherish and obey the promptings of the Spirit, our hearts are enlarged to receive more and more of His power, and to do more and better work.  Dormant energies are aroused, and palsied faculties receive new life.  

The humble worker who obediently responds to the call of God may be sure of receiving divine assistance.  To accept so great and holy a responsibility is itself elevating to the character.  It calls into action the highest mental and spiritual powers, and strengthens and purifies the mind and heart.  Through faith in the power of God, it is wonderful how strong a weak man may become, how decided his efforts, how prolific of great results.  He who begins with a little knowledge, in a humble way, and tells what he knows, while seeking diligently for further knowledge, will find the whole heavenly treasure awaiting his demand.  The more he seeks to impart light, the more light he will receive.  The more one tries to explain the word of God to others, with a love for souls, the plainer it becomes to himself.  The more we use our knowledge and exercise our powers, the more knowledge and power we shall have.  

Every effort made for Christ will react in blessing upon ourselves.  If we use our means for His glory, He will give us more.  As we seek to win others to Christ, bearing the burden of souls in our prayers, our own hearts will throb with the quickening influence of God's grace; our own affections will glow with more divine fervor; our whole Christian life will be more of a reality, more earnest, more prayerful.  

The value of man is estimated in heaven according to the capacity of the heart to know God.  This knowledge is the spring from which flows all power.  God created man that every faculty might be the faculty of the divine mind; and He is ever seeking to bring the human mind into association with the divine.  He offers us the privilege of co-operation with Christ in revealing His grace to the world, that we may receive increased knowledge of heavenly things.  

Looking to Jesus we obtain brighter and more distinct views of God, and by beholding we become changed.  Goodness, love for our fellow men, becomes our natural instinct.  We develop a character which is the counterpart of the divine character.  Growing into His likeness, we enlarge our capacity for knowing God.  More and more we enter into fellowship with the heavenly world, and we have continually increasing power to receive the riches of the knowledge and wisdom of eternity.  
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