The Modern Revolution and English Literary History

	
	THE CLASSICAL TRADITION (ENG 1122)
	
	MODERNITY (ENG 1123)

	
	Ancient

(pre-English roots)
	Medieval
	Renaissance
	Modern

Revolution
	Restoration and Eighteenth Century
	Romanticism
	Victorian
	Twentieth Century and Beyond

	Period


	500 BC – 500 AD
	500 – 1485
	1485 – 1660
	
	1660 – 1785
	1785 – 1830
	1830 – 1900
	1900 - Present

	
	
	Anglo-Saxon

(700 – 1066)
	Anglo-Norman

(1066 – 1200)
	Middle English

(1200 – 1485)
	
	
	
	
	
	Modernism

(1900 – 50)
	Postmodernism

(1950 - ?)

	Authors 

(examples)
	Aeschylus

Aristophanes

Plato

Aristotle
	St. Augustine

Beowulf poet

Chaucer
	More

Sidney

Spenser

Shakespeare
	Machiavelli

Bacon

Descartes

Hobbes

Locke
	Dryden

Swift

Pope

Johnson
	Blake

Wordsworth

Coleridge

Keats

Shelley
	Tennyson

Carlyle

Browning

Arnold
	Yeats

Eliot

Auden

Larkin

	Definitions of Truth / Wisdom
	Knowledge directed toward the “Good” … end (telos) … virtue (arête)


	Christian-Platonism: spiritual goal as end. Journey or pilgrimage through earthly existence as directed to this end
	Truth of human experience (in love etc.) as a means to spiritual end
	“First Wave” of Modernity

1) End (telos) eliminated … Nature as mechanical

2) Modern space

3) Scientific method .. . practical as highest

4) Lowering of goals: self-preservation
	Battle of the Ancients and Moderns: question of the authority of tradition

“Age of Reason” or Enlightenment

Leads to “Second Wave” of Modernity and rise of Historicism: Rousseau, Kant, Hegel


	Subjective insight as truth

Reaction to emphasis on reason – embracing of visionary insight, emotion etc.
	Insight into past as decisive: rise of historical sciences

Progress (Darwin)

Leads to “Third Wave” of Modernity: Radical Historicism or Relativism: Nietzsche, Heidegger 
	Awareness / embracing of fragmentation of tradition and of the individual subject – identity as a construct of various signs, perspectives 

Elements of Modern revolution culminate in:

1) Nature / Being as moulded or posited by human (will to power)

2) Decentering 

3) Technological advance and manipulation without moral control – environmental crisis

4) Question of the meaning of existence  … nihilism


