ENGLISH 1122G – WINTER 2008


Literature and Composition III: English Literature Before 1700
Thursdays 5:30 – 8:30
Location: SMD 221

Professor:
Tim Wilson



Office Hours: After Class, or by appointment



Phone:  957-7048 



E-mail: wilson.tim@tbs-sct.gc.ca


Course Web site: http://www.geocities.com/nomadology2003/1122 

Scope and Approach:
This course is a study of several classic works of English literature before 1700. We will examine the position these works occupy in relation to the Western tradition as a whole as well as in relation to the tradition of English literature. Writing assignments will give students the opportunity to hone their ability to express themselves in a clear and concise manner.

Method:
Lecture and Discussion

Grading:


Essay #1 (due January 31st)
20%

Mid-term Exam (February 14th)
20%

Essay #2 (due March 20th)
20%

Final Exam
40%

Essay #1 (due February 2nd)
20%



Mid-term Exam (February 16th)
20%

Required Texts:
Abrams, MH (General Editor). The Norton Anthology of English Literature (8th edition). 
The texts will be available at Benjamin Books (122 Osgoode). 

Essays: Essays are due at the beginning of class and must be:

· 1000 – 1500 words in length

· Double-spaced

· 12 point type-font

Late policy: Late assignments will not be accepted unless a medical doctor's certificate is provided.

ENGLISH 1122G – WINTER 2008 

Literature and Composition III: English Literature Before 1700 

Below is the syllabus for the course. Page numbers refer to the Norton anthology listed in the course outline. In the chart below you will also find the due dates for the essays.

	Date
	Reading
	Pages  
	Period
	Genre

	Jan 10
	Introduction

	THE MIDDLE AGES (ca. 450 – 1485)

	Jan 17
	Old English Literature:

· Beowulf

· The Dream of the Rood

· The Wanderer

· The Wife’s Lament

· Geoffrey of Monmouth, The History of the Kings of Britain


	 - 29 - 100

 - 27 - 9

 - 111 - 13

 - 113 - 14

 - 118 - 20


	700’s - 1100’s   
	Narrative (Epic) / 

Lyric (Elegy) / Legendary history

	Jan 24
	Middle English Literature

Chaucer, The Canterbury Tales,

· General Prologue

· Parson’s Tale

· Chaucer’s Retraction

Truth



	 - 216 - 38

 - 313 - 15

 - 315

 - 317
	1386-1400
	Narrative
(Tale Collection)

	THE RENAISSANCE (ca. 1485 – 1650)

	Jan 31
	Renaissance Contexts

· Reformation: Tyndale, More, Calvin, and Hooker

· Humanism: Castiglione, The Book of the Courtier

Essay #1 Due 
	 - 621 - 27,     637 - 40

 - 645 - 61


	1527 – 93

1561
	Didactic prose

Dialogue

	Feb 7
	Sidney, The Defense of Poesy


	953 - 74
	1579
	Forensic Rhetoric

	Feb 14
	Mid-term Exam 



	Feb 21
	Study Break

	Feb 28
	Sidney, Astrophil and Stella

	975 - 992


	1582


	Lyric

(Sonnets)

	Mar 6
	Spenser, Amoretti 

Shakespeare, The Sonnets

	902 - 907

1060 - 1077
	1595

1609
	Lyric

(Sonnets)

	Mar 13
	More, Utopia, Book 1


	518 - 45
	1516
	Dialogue

	Mar 20
	More, Utopia, Book 2

Essay #2 Due
	545 - 90
	1516
	Dialogue

	THE AGE OF REASON (ca. 1650 – 1785)

	Mar 27
	The First Wave of Modernity

· Bacon, The New Atlantis
· Hobbes, Leviathan
· Locke, Two Treatises of Government

	1569 - 1573

1594 - 1605

2830 - 33


	1627

1651

1690
	Prose

	April 3
	Milton, Paradise Lost, 

Books 1-2


	725-65


	1674
	Narrative (Epic)

	April 10
	Milton, Paradise Lost, 

From Book 4,

From Book 9


	778-94,

811-35
	1674
	Narrative (Epic)


