ENGLISH 1122 – WINTER 2008


Literature and Composition III: English Literature until 1700

Essay #2 Topics

· Due March 20th, 2008

· The essay is worth 20% of your final mark.

· Essays are due at the beginning of class and must be

· 1000 – 1500 words in length 

· Double-spaced

· With 1 inch margins 

· Essays must present a logical argument that:

· States a clear thesis

· Uses logically connected arguments to support the thesis

· Provides textual evidence in support of the thesis

· See my “Essay Writing Tips”  

1) Sidney’s Defense of Poesy claims that poetry is the best teacher of virtue. Philosophy, he claims, presents the universal model of virtue, but it does not present that model in an embodied form and thus cannot move the reader to act virtuously. History presents actual figures and can, thus, inspire the reader to follow that example; however, the historical example is far from the universal model or ideal of virtue. The poet, on the other hand, figures forth the virtuous ideal in a particular example – thereby synthesizing the philosophic and historic approaches while avoiding their deficiencies. Analyze ONE sonnet from any ONE of the three sonnet sequences we studied in the light of Sidney’s Defense of Poesy:  does this sonnet teach virtue and move the reader to act virtuously as Sidney claims? 

2) Analyze ONE sonnet from any ONE of the three sonnet sequences we studied:  How does this sonnet shed light on one of the central themes of the sequence in question: for example, the nature of love, the relation of women and men, divinity, sensuality, the politics of proper rule etc.?

3) Discuss the "use" and "abuse," that is the parody and subversion, of courtly love conventions in any ONE sonnet from any ONE of the three sonnet sequences we studied. How does this discussion aid the reader in more fully understanding the nuances of the sonnet in question?

4) By closely analyzing ONE of Shakespeare's "Procreation Sonnets" (#1 - 17), delineate the nature and complexities of one of the major themes of the Procreation Sonnets; for instance, what does the Sonnet in question say about one of the following: love, youth/age, death, time, nature, procreation, women/men, beauty, the hoarding versus the giving of beauty and love, memory, art etc.?
5) Discuss the “Dialogue on Counsel” in Book 1 of Thomas More’s Utopia. What are the key issues at stake in this aspect of the dialogue?

6) Compare any particular aspect of Utopian society as described in Thomas More’s Utopia with that aspect of the Bensalem community described in Francis Bacon’s New Atlantis. What can the similarities and differences between these two societies tell us with respect to the fundamental views of their respective authors? 

