ENGLISH 1121 – WINTER 2007


Literature and Composition II: Drama and Poetry

Essay #2 Topics

· Due March 16th, 2006 – late assignments will not be accepted unless a medical doctor's certificate is provided
· The essay is worth 20% of your final mark.

· Essays are due at the beginning of class and must be

· 1000 – 1500 words in length 

· Double-spaced

· With 1 inch margins 

· Essays must present a logical argument that:

· States a clear thesis

· Uses logically connected arguments to support the thesis

· Provides textual evidence in support of the thesis

· See my “Essay Writing Tips”  

1) By analyzing a specific passage of Book 9 of Paradise Lost (for e.g., Eve’s dialogue with Satan or with Adam), discuss the nature of the “fall” of humankind. What, specifically, does it mean to be fallen?

2) Compare Satan’s offer to journey to the “new world” (2.345-505) to the Son’s offer to die for humanity’s sins (3.203-343).  What do the differences and/or similarities between these two sacrifices tell us about Milton’s overall message in Paradise Lost?

3) Analyze any particular passage of Paradise Lost and discuss whether or not it supports the view that Milton was “of the Devil’s party without knowing it” (William Blake).

4) William Blake is usually categorized as an early “Romantic” poet inasmuch as he reacts to the Enlightenment’s privileging of the rational over the imaginative. In what ways is this aspect of Blake’s vision revealed in “The Marriage of Heaven and Hell”?

5) Analyze any one of the “Proverbs of Hell” in Blake’s “The Marriage of Heaven and Hell”. In what ways does the proverb tie into the themes of the work as a whole?

6) What does Shelley mean when, in “A Defence of Poetry”, he calls poets “the unacknowledged legislators of the World”?

