ENGLISH 1121 – WINTER 2007


Literature and Composition II: Drama and Poetry

Essay #1 Topics

· Due February 2nd, 2007

· The essay is worth 20% of your final mark.

· Essays are due at the beginning of class and must be

· 1000 – 1500 words in length 

· Double-spaced

· With 1 inch margins 

· Essays must present a logical argument that:

· States a clear thesis

· Uses logically connected arguments to support the thesis

· Provides textual evidence in support of the thesis

· See my “Essay Writing Tips”  

· Late assignments will not be accepted unless a medical doctor's certificate is provided.

1) By analyzing the excerpts from Books 7 and 10 of Plato’s Republic – included in the lecture notes for January 10/12 – describe the nature of Plato’s critique of art. Why does Plato assert that art is far removed from the truth? On what assumptions is this critique based?

2) In the “allegory of the cave” in Book 7 of Plato’s Republic, Socrates asserts that the philosopher-ruler must return to the cave, the realm of opinion and illusion. What connection, if any, does this have in relation to Socrates’ criticism of poetry in Book 10?

3) Analyze ONE sonnet from any ONE of the three sonnet sequences we studied:  How does this sonnet relate to the way in which the sequence as a whole treats one of its central concepts: for example, love, women, men, the relation of women and men, divinity, sensuality, the politics of proper rule etc.?

4) Discuss the "use" and "abuse," that is the parody and subversion, of courtly love conventions in any ONE sonnet from any ONE of the three sonnet sequences we studied. How does this discussion aid the reader in more fully understanding the nuances of the sonnet in question?

5) By closely analyzing 1 or 2 of Shakespeare's "Procreation Sonnets" (#1 - 17), delineate the nature and complexities of one of the major themes of the Procreation Sonnets; for instance, what does the Sonnet in question say about one of the following: love, youth/age, death, time, nature, procreation, women/men, beauty, the hoarding versus the giving of beauty and love, memory, art etc.?
6) By closely analyzing 1 or 2 passages from the play, discuss whether or not Faustus has any hope for redemption in Marlowe’s The Tragical History of Doctor Faustus.
7) By closely analyzing 1 or 2 passages from the play, discuss the ways in which the arts of poetry and magic are paralleled in Marlowe’s The Tragical History of Doctor Faustus.
