MILTON: 

PARADISE LOST (Books 7-12)

Book 7 – The Creation of the Physical World:

· Begins with an invocation of Urania, Greek muse of Astronomy; as the muse appropriate for the discussion of the physical universe

· Adam inquires as to the nature of the universe. This desire to know is not a fallen desire:

… Whence Adam soon repealed

The doubts that in his heart arose; and now

Led on, yet sinless, with desire to know

What nearer might concern him,   (7.59-62)

· Humanity is created and by degrees will be united with the Divine (7.150-61)

· Contrast of Satan and the Son: Satan is swallowed by Chaos when he leaves hell on his journey to the created world (end of Book 2); the Son circumscribes Chaos with the Word that creates the physical universe (ref. 7.205-17).

Book 8 – The Creation of Adam and Eve:

· Adam calls for the creation of a true companion; he needs true society, not just sex (see 8.379-92).

· Passion is part of nature and is not to be eschewed (see 8.521-94).

· Even the Angels enjoy sex (see 8.612-29)

Book 9 – The Fall of Adam and Eve:

· Narrator now moves to the sad task of describing the “tragic” fall of humanity. This is a heroic subject matter, says the narrator – more heroic than his epic models: Achilles, Odysseus, Aeneas (see 9.1-33)

· Adam and Eve discuss how best to divide the labours of tending the garden – even in Eden there is luxurious growth that must be tended and restrained.

· Eve recommends that they separate in order to complete the work quickly (see 9.200-225).

· Adam says they should stay together: labour is subordinate to their bliss together; also, the threat of Satan.

· Eve says that Goodness is not so if unassayed – this as akin to God’s logic in Book 3 (see 9.322-41).

· Eve eats of the fruit and reacts by giving the praise she once gave to God to the tree; she also, now, interprets their unfallen experience as “ignorance”; italso means the beginning of sexual politics (her desire to outdo Adam) and the beginning of jealousy (she fears another Eve if she is mortal) (see 9.795-833).

· Sub-text of the story is that the serpent has seduced Eve – according to certain versions, it is a story of the dangers of adultery. So Eve is described by Adam as “deflow’red” (9.901).

· Adam knows what he needs to know to stand but chooses to die with her and share her fate: “to lose thee were to lose myself” (9.959).

· Heroism here, in human experience, is a sacrifice, a giving of oneself out of love; that parallels the sacrifice of Christ.

· Effect of fall after Adam eats: lust and sense of divinity (hubris) (9.1004-1016).

· After moment of lust, they wake in shame at their nakedness and fall to blaming each other for their fall (self-divided) (9.1186-89).

Book 10 – Consequences of the Fall:

· Amid their mutual accusation, Eve finally approaches Adam with more mildly (10.863-1104).

· Adam repels her “Out of my sight thou serpent”, “crooked rib” – misogyny as our fallen perspective on our relation.

· Eve falls humble, in a reversal of the fall of human history – a revewal of the harmony between Adam and Eve and of the hierarchy between them and God

· Then a turn to a discussion of what they should do next – a discussion both parallel to and different from the discussion in hell after the angels fell.

· Eve recommends abstinence and suicide.

· Adam suggests they lighten each other’s load (10.959).

· Hope enters in (10.972), but not the illusory hope of the fallen angels.

· Adam and Eve, in love, decide to confess and beg forgiveness.

· This humility as the heroic action and climax of the poem – and is repeated twice (10.1086-1104).

The End – Their Solitary Way

· Eve has the last words of the poem and tells Adam to lead on out of Eden

· The tears do no overwhelm the end; they are wiped away. 

· A sense of beginnings: “The world was all before them, where to choose/ Their place of rest”.
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