MILTON: 

PARADISE LOST (Books 3-6)

Book 3 – Invocation:

See 3.1-55:

· Book 3 begins “Hail holy light …”; the light is Wisdom, the inspiration of the poet, and the Son (Sun).

· We arrive in heaven as an escape from the flight into Hell; however, still uncertain. This is not our home any more than Hell.

· Refers to his blindness; reminder that the light and enlightenment he receives from the divine muse is spiritual; he describes “things invisible to mortal sight”

God and the Son:

See 3.56-119:

· God to Son parallels Satan to Beelzebub in Book 1.

· God speaks of Satan’s having broken through all restraints: problem here of God’s power over Satan yet the latter’s freedom.

· Humanity as “sufficient to have stood, though free to fall”

· God as distant from us: refers to man as an “ingrate” (3.97).

· On humanity’s freedom, as with that of angels.

· God’s foreknowledge is not predestination.

See 3.120-134:

· Humanity, unlike fallen angels, have mercy, remain free because their fall was aided.

· Overall, God’s rhetoric is purer than Satan’s faulty logic; however, it is not a human rhetoric.

See 3.135-42; 3.167-77:

· On the Son as an expression of God’s grace and mercy; note: we can see Satan as an expression of God’s anger

· Man saved by grace not works.

Man must die for this disobedience. Justice is owed and must be paid. God calls for a volunteer to pay that due and die for humanity (3.203-16)

All is quiet until the Son volunteers (3.217-56); this as parallel to Satan’s choice to take the journey to Eden (cf. 2.423-73).

Christ as a Second Adam that brings life to humanity just as Adam shall bring death (3.274-92)

Brightness invisible:

To Hell’s “darkness visible”, Heaven opposes a brightness invisible (3.372-82).

Another sense in which this is beyond the sphere of human existence; just as Hell is a realm of concealment, so is the brightness of heaven.

Book 4 – Satan in Paradise:

See 4.13-78:

· Satan enters Eden in Book 4. Yet, he hasn’t left Hell; Hell is inside him. 

· This as akin to Marlowe’s Mephistopheles: “This is Hell, nor am I out of it”.

· “O sun, to tell thee how I hate thy beams” --  this opposed to the opening of Book 3 – “Hail holy light”.

· Momentary recognition on Satan’s part of his fallen nature, and regret at the loss of his blissful seat. Satan says there is no need for not praising and thanking heaven’s “matchless King”.

· Satan’s complex interiority here again the product of the Shakespearean heroes and anti-heroes – of Hamlet, of Macbeth, of Iago.

Which way I fly is hell; myself am hell;

And in the lowest deep a lower deep

Still threat’ning to devour me opens wide,

To which the hell I suffer seems a heav’n (4.75-8)

See 4.79-112:

· Partial recognition of his fall from his choice; then denial of responsibility for his choice. 

· From state of no hop, then to the false hope that he’ll conquer man and reign more than half of God’s kingdom.

See 4.179-92; 236-45; 256-63; 288-311:

· We approach paradise through Satan’s eyes. We have no unfallen relation to paradise; just as we don’t belong in heaven in Book 3.

· The garden is unrestrained, luxuriant, and Eve is wanton – this as from our perspective ? Or is there in actuality a fallen aspect to Eden from the beginning ?

See 4.411-520:

· Adam describes the one prohibition that is in the Garden; this as the opposite of the wandering wood of FQ Book 1 – in Eden, there is only one way to err and it is clearly marked; in the wandering wood, there are many paths, but only one right one and it is not easy to discern

· Eve’s narcissism: falls in love with her own image

· Adam and Eve’s blissful, pure physical union incites jealousy from Satan. 

· Part of fallen existence is our desire, we desire that which we lack; by contrast, the union of the couple in Eden is not a desire to possess what we lack, they are as one flesh.

(Cf. 4.736-52)

Milton was pro-divorce – to define human relation as solely based on the consummation of sex is to debase it (cf. 8.379-92)

· Here, Adam asking God for a companion because he needs an equal for society, harmony and fellowship, not just sexual desire.

Book 5 – What is it to be Unfallen?

It is not an immutability, a changeless state: 

· “God made thee perfect, not immutable” (5.524)

· also, Eve grows in wisdom from her “unexperienced thought” – goes from thinking that her image was the fairest thing, then realized that wisdom is true beauty (4.49-92).

· Just as to be fallen is to be forever falling; to be unfallen is to be forever rising: “gee, I’m even happier than yesterday’.

· It is to continually grow and become closer to God; not immutability; not a satisfying of desire for something we lack (cf. 7.150-162)

· 5.404-433: on the continuum of existence

· 5.461-505: on existence as moving in degrees toward God.

Raphael’s history begins with disobedience. Before that there was only eternity (5.600); and that disobedience begins with the elevation of the Son.

5.772-93: Satan tempts the other angels; each falls at the moment they choose to follow Satan. This temptation directly parallels Satan’s temptation of Adam and Eve – which raises the question as to why the angels are given no mercy while humanity is.

5.803-25: Abdiel heroically chooses not to follow Satan. For many, Satan is the parodic hero of the epic while Abdiel is the genuine hero.

Book 6 – War in Heaven:

6.44-55; 131-42: God sends Michael with an equal crew to battle Satan. This is puzzling since God could have ended the battle with one gesture himself.

6.296-350: great battle of Satan and Michael, should be the big heroic climax, akin to Hector and Achilles. But it seems pointless. They hack at each other for hours, but we find that they cannot die, they always heal.

Satan invents cannon and puts the angels into confusion. The angels battle back by hurling whole mountains on the opposing army. At this point, there is a veritable chaos or hell in heaven (cf. 6.666)

War in heaven as chaotic and without point. No goal or organization. The unfallen angels set out to do a task they cannot accomplish – we find out that this is done merely to show the power of the Son (6.680-703).

The Son ends the battle alone.

This story conveys a lesson to Adam: 

let it profit thee to have heard

By terrible example the reward

Of disobedience; firm they might have stood,

Yet fell; remember, and fear to transgress (6.909-12)
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