SHAKESPEARE’S  

HENRY IV, PART I:

Date / Text:

· First performed ca. 1596

· First Quarto version (1598) is entitled: “The History of Henrie the Fourth; With the battell at Shrewsburie, betweene the King and Lord Henry Percy, surnamed Henrie Hotspur of the North, With the humourous conceits of Sir John Falstalffe”

The War of the Roses, a Brief Summary:

· A long civil war arising from a struggle for the English crown by the members of two distinct factions in the English royal family (called the Plantaganets, who had ruled for over two hundred years): the House of Lancaster (red rose) and the House of York (white rose). 

· Technically “the Wars of the Roses” applies only to the latter half of this conflict (1455 - 85), but often used to describe the entire sequence from the deposition of Richard II to the succession of the Tudors (1399 – 1485)

· Origins in a quarrel between Richard II and his cousin, Henry Bolingbroke

· Bolingbroke is exiled by R II, but returns to claim his lands as Duke of Lancaster, upon death of his father, John of Gaunt.

· Upon Bolingbroke’s return to England, he is helped in his return by the Northumberland family (they were his ladder to the throne, so to speak)

· However, the controversy between the Northumberlands and Bolingbroke arose ultimately because they claim he vowed that he would only take his entitled lands, not depose the King and take over the kingdom

· However, Bolingbroke does depose the King (R II) – killing him later – and assumes the throne as Henry IV

· Richard's murder brings about civil war – with the Northumberlands supporting another claimant to the throne: Edmund Mortimer

· Civil war continued throughout the reign of Henry IV until Henry IV's son ascended the throne as Henry V – during his reign there was a short period of internal peace as they conducted a successful campaign in France, conquering most of that kingdom after the Battle of Agincourt. 

· With Henry V's early death, the wars of succession in England resumed and territories in France were lost to Joan of Arc

· Henry's son, Henry VI, a Lancastrian was challenged by the York branch of the family. Years of conflict led to a York victory, and Edward IV came to the throne.

· Upon the death of Edward, his brother Richard became King Richard III. 

· Henry Tudor, whose distant link to the Lancaster line was based upon the marriage of his grandfather, Owen Tudor, to Henry V's widow, defeated the Richard III and the Yorkist forces at the Battle of Bosworth Field in 1485. 

· This ends the Plantaganet line and ushers in the Tudor line – with Henry Tudor ruling as Henry VII. 

· Henry VII was the father of Henry VIII and grandfather of Queen Elizabeth. 

Shakespeare's History Cycles 

Shakespeare wrote two cycles of four plays. The first tetralogy he wrote dealt with the second part of the conflict described above (from the reign of Henry VI to the succession of Henry VII); the second tetralogy deals with the first part of the conflict (from reign of Richard II to the triumph of Henry V in France).

	First Tetralogy:

· 1 Henry VI

· 2 Henry VI

· 3 Henry VI

· Richard III
	Second Tetralogy:

· Richard II

· 1 Henry IV

· 2 Henry IV

· Henry V


There is some debate as to whether these plays should be considered coherent units or not – they were not necessarily written or performed in a consecutive order, with an intention that they were to be seen as an organic unit

· Perhaps better to consider them sequels – not thought out in advance, but pointing in the direction of possibility of future installments, and future installments often refer back

Genealogy: 
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Edward III (1327 – 1377) 

· Not a character in Shakespeare, a legitimate, powerful, and successful king.

· Edward had seven sons. 

· Eldest son, Edward, Prince of Wales (the Black Prince) – does not appear in Shakespeare but who is referred to. Dies before Edward III, so does not rise to throne. His son Richard became the legitimate king.

Richard II (1377 – 1399)

· No question of R II’s legitimacy.

· Edward III's second son, William of Hatfield, died without children. 

· The third son is Lionel, Duke of Clarence. His daughter, Philippa, married Edmund Mortimer, Earl of March. 

· This link establishes the Mortimers’ claim to the throne – after Richard II, because Edward III's second son left no family, the Mortimers are the male descendants of the next oldest child of Edward III; however, this entails tracing lineage through a female (Philippa). 

· The Mortimer claim results in the rebellion depicted in 1 H4; also, forms the basis of the “York” claim – depicted in the three parts of Henry VI and Richard III.
· Edward III's fourth son, John of Gaunt, is a character in Richard II.  He founds the House of Lancaster. His son, Henry Bolingbroke, is oppressed by Richard II, rebels, and usurps the throne with the help of Northumberland

Henry IV (1399 – 1413) 

· The legitimacy of this act is a major theme of both history cycles. It is vital to understand that the legal justification for the family fight (on both sides) concerns the legitimacy of Henry IV's kingship, for if he is not a legal king, then the House of Lancaster is not entitled to the throne. 

· Edward III's fifth son, Edmund of Langley, Duke of York, is the originator of the House of York. 

· This branch of the family united in marriage with the Mortimers, they established a claim to the throne through Philippa, daughter of Lionel, the third son 

· The Second History Cycle starts with the quarrel between Richard II and Henry Bolingbroke, which results in the murder of Richard and the crowning of Bolingbroke as Henry IV. 

· That is the subject matter of the first play in the tetralogy, Richard II. The two parts of Henry IV continue the story of Henry IV's reign, as he faces repeated rebellions by those who do not support the Lancastrians on the throne (especially the Mortimers, who believe they have a better claim). 

· The last play in the tetralogy, Henry V, moves beyond the strife to celebrate the triumphs of Henry IV's son

Henry V (1413 – 1422)

· Henry V seems to have put the inter-family fighting temporarily to rest by getting everyone to combine to invade France. In the course of the play Henry marries Katherine, the daughter of the King of France. 

· This woman, although a minor character in the play, is a crucial link in the overall story, because after Henry V's death, she marries Owen Tudor. 

· Their grandson, Henry Tudor, is the invader who overthrows Richard III at the end of the First History Cycle (and thus ends the Wars of the Roses). 

· Question of Tudor claim: Henry Tudor's claim to the throne is very marginal, since his grandfather was a commoner, and his grandmother was a royal widow, with no blood connections to the English Royal Family. His mother (Margaret Beaufort) was related to the royal family, but through a branch that was barred from succession because the family was considered illegitimate (the Beauforts). After the death of her first husband (Edmund Tudor), Margaret Beaufort married Lord Stanley. Shakespeare does not explore Henry Tudor's claim to the throne – which would have been too direct a questioning of the legitimacy of Elizabeth. 

Henry VI (1422 – 1461) 

· The First History Cycle begins with the death of Henry V and the accession to the throne of his son. 

· Henry's claim to the throne is disputed by the Yorkist members of the family

· The Yorkist claim (of Richard Plantaganet). Richard's father was Richard, Earl of Cambridge, son of Edmund Langley, fifth son of Edward III. This Richard, Earl of Cambridge, married Anne Mortimer, daughter of Philippa, and granddaughter of Lionel, third son of Edward III. Richard, Duke of York is the son of this Anne Mortimer and Richard, Earl of Cambridge. Thus, in the First History Cycle, the Yorkist claim to the throne runs as follows: Once Richard II is dead, the throne passes to the eldest heir or the surviving family of that heir. With Edward, the Black Prince, and his son, Richard II, dead and William of Hatfield (Edward III's second son) dead without issue, the legitimate royal candidates, according to the Yorkists, are the successors of Lionel, Duke of Clarence, third son of Edward III (i.e., the Mortimers). Since the mother of Richard, Duke of York, was a member of the Mortimer family, therefore his claim to the throne is better than Henry VI's, who traces his ancestry back to John of Gaunt, the fourth son of Edward III. Shakespeare puts the explanation of this claim into the Second Part of Henry VI, 2.2. 

· In the course of the Wars of the Roses, Henry VI is killed, as is his son, Edward, Prince of Wales. The narrative of these quarrels and battles is told in the Third Part of Henry VI. 

Edward IV (1461 – 1483)

· With the death of Henry VI, the Yorkist cause seems triumphant, and the eldest surviving son of Richard, Duke of York, becomes Edward IV

· The last play in the First History Cycle, Richard III, begins with the coronation of Edward as king. 

· Edward IV has three brothers. One (Edmund, Earl of Rutland) has been killed in the fighting. 

· The third brother (fourth son of Richard, Duke of York) is Richard Gloucester, who wants to become king. 

· He arranges the murder of his elder brother Clarence (also called George) and the murder of the two young sons of Edward IV (Richard's nephews, famous as the two princes in the Tower of London), so as to eliminate any male heir who might prevent his attaining the throne once Edward IV (who is very ill) dies. 

Richard III (1483 – 1485)

· Richard is successful in his schemes and becomes Richard III, the last of the Plantaganet kings. 

· Early in the Richard III, Richard (not yet king) woos Anne Neville (the wife of Edward, Prince of Wales, son of Henry VI). He has thus (in the course of the plays) killed or participated in killing Anne's husband, her father, and her father-in-law. Nevertheless they get married. Shakespeare gives us no clear reason why Richard wants to marry Anne, since she does not improve his claim to the throne. They have no children. 

· The chief opposition to Richard in Shakespeare's play comes from Henry Tudor. His claim to the throne is very weak, but once he defeats Richard at the Battle of Bosworth Field (at the end of Richard III) he marries Elizabeth, the sole surviving child of Edward IV, and thus in Shakespeare's dynasty, the last surviving member of the Yorkist branch of the royal family. 

· Henry claims that with the marriage he will be uniting the two houses once again (i.e., combining the white rose and the red, a frequent image of Tudor politics). The weakness of Henry Tudor's claim, together with the fact that he is Elizabeth's grandfather, may be the reason that Richard III makes no mention of the legality of royal power, a major concern of most of the other history plays in these two cycles. 

Henry VII (1485 – 1509)

Begins the Tudor line: 

· Henry VIII (1509 – 1547)

· Edward VI (1547 – 1553)

· Mary (1553 – 1558)

· Elizabeth (1558 – 1603)

The Tudor Myth:

The Tudor claim to the throne was weak. So, early on, Henry VII encouraged his subjects to think of – and chroniclers to write as if – 

· The deposition of Richard II by Henry IV was a violation of the divine order of things

· This sin was to be visited upon the third generation (Henry VI) through the successful revolution of the Yorkists and the scourge of Joan of Arc

· Edward IV’s deposition of Henry VI found divine retribution in the second generation – with Edward’s children (Edward V and Richard) being murder (this is represented in 3 Henry VI)

· Richard III grew through the Tudor legend into a historical monster: a plague on England, sent by God as retribution for the nation’s support for the original revolution

· In fact the long years of suffering during the civil war themselves were seen as a sort of divine retribution for this rebellion

· Accordingly, Henry VII’s defeat of Richard III, and his ending of the War of the Roses, was positioned as a divinely sent end to that punishment

The Sixteenth Century World Picture
Hierarchy:

· Cosmos as a divinely ordered hierarchy:

· God

· Angels

· Humanity

· Animals

· Plants

· Tale of Shakespeare’s histories is confusing – attempts to usurp legitimate authority and divine hierarchy through violence and murder create political anarchy in which the very notion of legitimate rule becomes absurd, as everyone makes up competing narratives with no sure guide as to where one should place one's allegiance. The result is political confusion.

· Question of whether or not it is just to resist a rule which seems tyrannous

Correspondences:

· Hierarchical orders exist within hierarchical orders

	Cosmos
	Body-Politic
	Soul

	· God

· Angels

· Humanity

· Animals

· Plants
	· King

· Nobility

· Commoners
	· Reason

· Honour

· Passion




Questions of Elizabeth’s Legitimacy:

· Questions of royal legitimacy were potentially dangerous in Shakespeare's time, because Queen Elizabeth's claim to the throne was repeatedly challenged, on the ground that the marriage of her mother and father (Anne Boleyn and Henry VIII) was illegitimate and that she was therefore a bastard. 
· Also, any dramatic depiction of the usurpation of the monarch by a powerful noble could be dangerous. Indeed, one performance of Richard II on the eve of the Essex rebellion led to a serious investigation of Shakespeare's company and some censoring of scenes from that play.
Education of the Christian Prince:

If we stress that the four plays are connected as a tetralogy, we see the plays as concerning the education of Hal into the proper ruler (Henry V):

· 1 Henry IV = Hal conquering Hotspur

· 2 Henry IV = Hal conquering Falstaff

· Henry V = Hal conquering France

Hotspur and Falstaff as extremes of character to be avoided – rashness vs idleness

· Hal as a “golden mean” between the two

· Falstaff as too licentious, no honour, tries to rob friends

· Hotspur is too honour-bound; can’t wait to hear the plan, for example; and impatiently fights, not waiting for back up

Between Falstaff’s cowardice:

· 5.1.127-139 – honour as a mere “scutcheon”

and Hotspur’s rashness:

· 2.5.91-102 – Hal’s parody of Hotspur

Hal’s comparison / contrast with Hotspur:

· 1.1.77-89

· 4.1.119-23

· 5.4.60-66

Medieval concern with honour (Hotspur) opposed to a modern Machiavellian approach to indirection and “policy” (Hal)

· Hal’s manipulation of his friends as an example: see 1.2.173-95

Hal’s various types of “role-playing” as one of the ways in which he practices for kingship

· A Machiavellian awareness of the masks one must wear to have power

· Hal plays Percy

· Hal plays himself, Falstaff plays Henry IV

· Hal plays Henry IV, Falstaff plays Hal (2.5)

· So too, there are many simulations of the King on the battlefield

Eastcheap’s function in this “education”:

· Freedom from responsibility (a final fling)

· People there embrace him (to some extent) for what he is – not as he is as compared to Hotspur

· A way to get to know the people he will lead – as he does in Henry V before the battle of Agincourt (see 2.5.4-30, where he brags of knowing how to drink with anyone in their own language)

· As in a comedy – where characters leave the social circle (court/city) to find themselves in a “Green World” – so too, Eastcheap performs the function of the Green World

History and Comedy:

· Instead of chronicles of great people only, or allegory

· A broad range of perspectives and voices: nobility to tapsters

· High and low mixed: Sidney protested to this mingling of Kings and clowns

Recommendations for Further Reading:

Campbell, Lily B.  (1947/1978).  Shakespeare’s Histories: Mirrors of Elizabethan Policy.  San Marino: The Huntington Library.

Tillyard, E.M.W.  (1944).  Shakespeare’s History Plays.  London: Chatto & Windus. 

External Links:

· SparkNotes guide to the play (http://www.sparknotes.com/shakespeare/henry4pt1/)

· Cummings Study Guides (http://www.cummingsstudyguides.net/xShakeSph.html#The%2041%20Plays)

· Henry IV, 1 & 2:  The Education of a Prince, by Ben R. Schneider Jr.
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