Nha phé binh van hoc; chu
bat tap chi viét (1998-
2001). Hién day
va
Viét Nam tai Victoria
University, Uc. Tac pham
da in: Tim hiéu nghé thudt tho Viét Nam (1988),
Nghi vé tho (1989), Vdn hoc Viét Nam dudi ché dé
coéng sén (1991), vé phién (1996), Tho, v.v... va
v... (1996), Van hoc Viét Nam to diém nhin h(du
h)ién dai (2000) va Van hoé vén chuong Viét Nam
(2002).

Nam 1977, & My moi dugc hai nam, nha tho Cao
Tan, trong bai “Chdn tam dung”, di lo: “Tiéng
Viét trong ta ngdy mdi héo”. Toi xa Viét Nam di
gan 20 nam, gip muoi thoi gian cua 6ng luc ay,
c6 lo ké ciing phai. Boi vay, dé ngan chan sy “tan
héo” va roi rung cua tleng Viét, 1au lau t6i lai 1am
nham, mot minh, on lai sb lugng tr vung da biét.
MG&i 14n tap trung vao mot dé tai khac nhau. Méi
day nhét, dé tai t6i chon, mot cach kha tinh co, 1a
bang tir vung lién quan dén cac bd phén trén co
thé. Pau... toc... Ot... gdy... tran... mang tang...
16ng may... mit... Dén do, bong dung toi khung
lai. To1 dam hoang mang khong biét khoang giira
hai con mit, ngay phia trén séng miii, c6 tén gol
la gi? Hai chit "nhan trung" thoang qua dau
nhung ngay tirc khic t6i biét 1a khong phai: "nhan
trung" nam dudi miii, ngay chinh giita méi trén.
Loay hoay mii van khong nhd ra. Bi. Tir vi tri dy,
t61 nhin nhich ra hai bén, ngd ngo thiy cach goi
16ng may va 16ng mi quen thudc hinh nhu c6 Vén
dé gi d6 khong on. Ai cing biét 16ng may nam
trén, con 16ng mi thi nam dudi, ngay ¢ mi mat
trén. Chung khac nhau. Nhung nguyen thuy,
trong trong chir Han chi c6 nghia 1a "may" trong
tiéng Viét: "tu mi" co ngh1a la rau may Vé
phuong dién nglt nghia, " va "may" chi la
mot, tuy nhién, trén thuc té, 16ng mi lai dong
nghia v6i 16ng nheo chir khong phai véi 1ong
may.

Nam giita con mat, ngay chinh gitra long den 1a
con nguoi. "Nguoi" 1a gi? La nguoi. Con nguoi
that ra la con nguoi. Y nghia ay bay gio van con
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Nguyé&n Hung Qudc

TOi hoc tiéng Viét

thiy rd trong cac tir: dé nguoi, hd nguoi... va
trong cic cach nodi: cadc nguoi hay nha nguoi.
Chot nh¢ trong chit Han, nguoi ta goi con nguoi
1a dong tir, ma dong tir lai con cd nghia 1a dira bé
(1). Lai nh¢ trong tiéng Anh, con nguoi 1a pupil
ma pupil lai co nghia 1a hoc trd. Rdi trong tiéng
Phap: con nguoi 1a pupille ma pupille 1ai c6 nghia
1a dira tré mo coi hay 13 con nudi. Nghe néi ¢ vo
s6 ngodn ngit khac trén thé gisi ciing co hién
tugng twong ty. Danh tir chi con nguoi ciing dong
thoi mang y nghia khéc 1a hoc tro, 1a dua bé hay
la con ngudi noi chung. Tai sao cé sy trung hop
la lung nhu thé? (2)

Su trung hop khong dung lai ¢ d6. N6 di xa hon,
trong quan niém vé than thé. Trong rat nhiéu
ngdn ngit, ngudi ta xem than thé nhu mot cai binh
chtra dung nhiing cam xtc va tu tuong. T4 mot
nguoi phu nir dang yéu hay dang gian, trong tiéng
Anh nguoi ta thuong noi: She is filled with love /
anger. D6i voi ngudi Trung Hoa, than thé con
nguoi dugc xem nhu mot cai binh chtra khi. Gian
thi 1a nd khi; vui 13 hi khi. Binh thudong khi nim
phuc trong ngudi. Ai lam chu duoc khi thi nét
mat va dang ngudi luc nao cling tuoi tinh, thanh
nhan, binh yén. Nguoi khong nén dwoc khi dé
con gian bdc 1én thi mit do gic, toc dung ding ca
1én, con mit thi long 1én song soc; ca than thé
trong gidng nhu mot binh ga sap nd bung.

Trong tiéng Viét, chung ta ciing c6 thé nhan ra
nhitng quan niém tuong ty. Yé&u, thuong, hay
hon, gian, chung ta déu dé bung, ttrc 14, nodi cach
khéc, xem cai bung nhu mét kho chira. Khi sy
gian dir Ién dén cuc diém, no c6 thé lam cho cai
kho chtra 4y cing 1én, nl’It ra, do d6, ching ta hay
c6 nhiing cach n6i nhu: “gian tran hong”, “gian
canh hong”, “gian r gan”, “gian tim mat”, “gian
bé bung”. C6 khi cam giac glan dir trao len trén
tao ra nhitng cach néi nhu: “tuc 161 hong” “t
hdc gach” “tirc hgc mau”, “tirc 61 mau”, “tc trao
mau” hay “tirc trao méu hong”.

99 ¢6

29 ¢e

Nhung hay nhét 13 chit "tc minh". Cac cudn tir
dién tieng Viét déu giai thich chir "tic" 1a ¢ trang
thai c6 vat chtra dung bén trong bi don nén qua
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chat dén mirc gan nhu khong thé chiu dung ndi.
Chéng han, chung ta hay néi: tic nudc v& bd; an
no qua bung tirc anh ach; tirc 10ng sung, sting nd /
dau long g0, gb kéu vang... Chir "tirc minh" ciing
twong ty. Minh 14 than thé. Tirc minh 1 cam giac
gian dir, giéng nhu mot luéng khi bi nén chat, lam
cho ca co thé nhu cing ra, tuong nhu co thé nd
bung, tao cam giac rat kho chiu. Cam giac kho
chiu éy cu thé dén do nguoi ta c thé vi von, "tirc
nhu bi bo da" hay "tirc mudn 10i con nguoi”.

Bén canh nhiing diém trung hop nhu thé, ngon
ngit nao ciing c6 vo s6 nhimg dac thu riéng. Chi
1am nham nhitng tr chi cac bo phan trén khudn
mat, t61 da nhan ra ngay mot sb diéu thu vi:

Th&t nhit, nhu mot sb nguoi da dé cap (3), sd
luong tur bat dau bang phy am M kha nhiéu: mit,
mét, may, mi, mi, mili, miéng, mom, moi, mép,
ma, mang (tang)... Hinh nhu trén khuén mat,
trong cac bd phan chinh va ndi bén ngoai, chi co
chir tran, cam va rau 1a khong bt diu bang phu
am M. Tai sao c6 hi¢n tugng la lung nhu thé? No
c6 quan hé gi dén hién twong hau hét cac tir chi
me déu bat dau br:ing phu am M: me, ma, me, mo,
mau, mére, maman, mother, mom, momma,
mommy, mum, mummy, v.v...? Cé 1€ c6. Ly do
duoc nhidu nguoi néu ra: Trong cic phu 4m, phu
am M 1a d& noi nhét. Chi cAn mé miéng khi ludng
hoi tir trong c6 bét ra 1a ching ta c6 ngay phu 4m
M. N6 khac véi viéc phat am cac phu am khac,
nhu B, C (K), D, b, G, K, KH, L, N, NG...,,
nhitng phu am doi héi ching ta phai dung moi
hodc rang hoac ludi dé chan luéng hoi lai, dau do.
Chinh vi d& phat Am nhu thé cho nén loai ngudi
da c6 khuynh hudng goi ngay cai nguoi sinh dé ra
minh, chim séc va 4u yém minh bang mét chit
bt dau béng M. Va, t6i doéan, chinh nguoi me éy,
khi day chung ta n6i nang, cling da day ta cach
goi tén nhimng tir ngit d& nhit va nhimg sy vt gan
giii va quen thudc nhat. Ching ta hiy nh¢ lai
xem, thu¢ con nho, nhitng bai hoc dau tién vé
ngdn ngit ctia chung ta 13 gi? Hau nhu & moi
nguoi, nhimg bai hoc iy kha gidng nhau. Dau tién
la me hay la ba. Sau d6 1a cac b phan trén khuon
mit. Me s& chi cho ta con mit va day: mat; chi 18
mili va day: mii. Ct thé, chung ta mé rong dan
kho tir vung ctia minh bét dau tir nhitng tir chi cac
bo phan trén khudén mat. Co 1€ cac ba me Viét
Nam, béng truc giac nhay bén cua minh, da kham
phé ra su dé dang trong viéc phat &m clia phy am
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M, do d6, ngay tir thud xa xua, dd bit dau cac tén
goi chi cac bo phan trén khuon mat b?mg cai phu
am dé nhat d6. Nho thé, ngay nay chiing ta c6
nhirng mat, nhiing mat, may, mi, mi, mii, miéng,
mom, mép, moi, ma va mang tang. Tat ca déu bat
dau bang phu 4m M. C6 18 thé. Co 18: day chi la
mdt gia thuyét ma thoi.

Thir hai, chung ta ciing can luu v 1a s6 luong
dong tir lién quan dén con mit kha nhiéu: nhin,
ngd, ngam, nham, trong, thdy, rinh, xem, coi.
Chua hét. Con nom, dom, nhom. Rdi ludm,
guom. Ciing chua hét. V&i con mit, ching ta con
tron, con trung, con hdy, con nhay, con nheo, con
nguyt, con quic, con liéc xéo, hec doc, hec
ngang, roi dua mét, ghé mét, hip mat, quang mat,
hoa mit, v.v... Ching ta thir so sanh v6i nhiing
dong tir lién quan dén 18 tai, 16 miii hay ngay ca
cai miéng, ching ta co thé thiy ngay su giau cé la
ling trong cic dong tac lién quan dén con mat,
Ngau nhién ching? Chic khong phai. Khong
chimg 16 lai lién quan dén nén van hoa "liéc mat"
cua chung ta.

Nam 1979, sau gan bon nim dinh cu tai My,
quan sat cach thic giao thi€p gitra phai nam va
phai nir cia My, nha van Vo Phién chot nhan ra
tm quan trong dic biét cua d6i mét trong doi
song tinh cam ctia ngudi Viét: phuong thic boc
16 tinh cam chu yéu ciia chung ta 1a qua d6i mét.
Trong tho van, hinh anh déi mat xuat hién kha
nhiéu. Gi thanh nién méi 16n trong tho Huy Cén
ngay xua bat dau budc vao thé gi6i tinh yéu
bang... d6i mat: "Pimg ngan trong voi 4o tiéu
thu". May chuc niam sau, dira hoc tro trong tho
Nguyén Sa ciing khong khac méy: "Chén diu
budc va mat nhin vuong vudng / Nang den gan,
t61 chi dam quay di". Thudc thé hé cb, t6 cua gi
thanh nién va dira hoc tro ay, Thuy Kleu va Kim
Trong cung timg "dau may cubi mat cang nong
tam yéu"; Thuy Kiéu va Tir Héi ciing timg "hai
bén cung liéc hai long cing ua"; hai ngudi tinh
gia trong tho Phan Khéi ciing tung "liéc dua nhau
di roi, con mét con c6 dudi." Nhitng cai liéc mat
nhu thé 16 rang da c6 mot lich st lau doi trong
nén van hoc va vian hoé cua chiing ta. Vo Phlen
day nhan xét cua ong di sau hon, cho liéc 1a "vudt
va hon bang thi gidc." N6 khong phai 1a biéu thi
cua tinh yéu ma Ia chinh tinh yéu (4).

Vuot ra ngoai quan h¢ nam nit, ching ta ciing c6
thé xem d6i mét va ca nu cudi nira, cai nu cudi
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timg bi Nguyén Vian Vinh 1én 4n git gao trong
mAy thap nién dau tién cua thé ky 20, 1a nhiing
thr ngobn nglr quen thudc cua nguoi Viét Nam. Co
thé noi trong van hoa Viét Nam, nghé thuat ngon
ngit dong mot vai trd chinh yéu; nhung trong
nghé thuat ngdn ngit ciia ngudi Viét Nam, phan
quan trong nhit lai ndm & ngoai... 10i, trong do,
mot phan dang ké thudc vé thir chung ta goi 1a
ngon ngit than thé (body language). Chung ta
thuong dung nu cuoi hay cai liéc mat dé thay cho
mdt 16i chiao, mot tiéng cam on hay mot cau xin
16i. TUr cach nhin cta ngudi Ty phuong, chiing ta
c6 thé xem cach ung xu nhu thé 1a bat lich su.
Tuy nhién, du sao, d6 cling 12 mot nét van hoa.
Gdc 1& sau xa khong chimg 14 tir kinh nghiém bi
1¢ thudc ca hang ngan nam cia nguoi Viét: dé
giam thleu nguy co bi tai hoa, nguoi ta phai gidm
thiéu tdi da viéc sir dung ngon ngir: "1oi néi doi
mau".

Thtr ba, lién quan dén cac tir chi cac bd phén trén
co thé, tir 1au, nhiéu nha nghién ctru da nhén ra
dic diém nay: nhin chung, cic bd phan bén ngoai
phan 16n déu 1a tir thuan Viét (5): toc, tai, tran,
miéng, cam, vai, nguc, uc, bung, v.v...; trong khi
do, cac bo phan bén trong lai thuong la cac tir
Han Viét: tuy, ndo, tim, can, mat, tiéu truong, dai
truong, v.v... Noi chung 1a thé. Tuy nhién, & timg
ving cu thé, su phan b cing nhu ti 1¢ va chirc
ning gitra hai 16p tir vung iy khac han nhau.

Vi du & vung mat, khong kho dé nhan ra, tha
nhat, sé luong tir Han Viét twong dbi it; thir hai,
phan 16n gin lién v6i khoa tuéng sb: thai duong,
ludng quyén va nhan trung. Ta khudn mat mot co
gai dang yéu, chiing ta dung chitr go ma: "go ma
d6 au..."; nhung khi mudn nhén manh dén tinh
khi hay sb ménh cua co gai ay, chung ta lai dung
chir "ludng quyén", chu yéu tap trung vao mot
dic diém chinh: cao hay thap.

O tir chi cling thé. Tir Han Viét chi xuat hién véi
khoa tuéng sb: go Moc Tinh, go Thod Tinh, go
Thai Duong... r6i Tam dao, Sinh dao, Tri dao,
v.v... Con lai, toan bd déu 1a céac tir thudn Viét.
Nay nhé: canh tay, bap tay, khuyu tay, cui cho, c¢b
tay, cudm tay, nam tay, ban tay, mu ban tay, long
ban tay, chi tay, ngon tay, dbt ngon tay, 16ng tay,
mong tay, phao tay, dau tay, v.v... Dudi chan thi:
cang, gio, dui, ve, dau gdi, dng quyén, bung chén,
cd chan, ban chan, goét chan, long ban chéan, gan
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ban chan, ngén chan, v.v...
nao ca.

Khoéng c6 tir Han Viét

O phén nguc, nguoc lai, hau hét cic tir bén trong
lai 1a tir Han Viét: tim (tdm), phodi (phé), mach,
dong mach, tinh mach, tam that, tim bi, v.v... Tt
ca cac thudt ngit gdc Han Viét nay déu gan lién
v6i khoa giai phau hoc. Diéu nay ching t6 c6 18
khi tiép xtc véi ngudi Trung Hoa, nganh giai
phau hoc va ctng véi né, trinh do khoa hoc cua
nguoi Viét Nam twong ddi thip. Vi thip hon nén
chung ta chua c6 tén goi cac b phan bén trong
10ng nguc cua con ngudi. Va vi chua ¢é cho nén
ching ta méi phai vay muon tir chit Han. Diéu
nay khong nhing dung ddi v6i phan nguc ma con
dung ca v6i hau hét cac bo phan khéac trong co
thé. So 1a tir thuan Viét nhung cai phia bén trong
so 1a tuy thi lai 1 tir Han Viét. Da 1a tir thuan Viét
nhung gin, do chlt cdn ma ra, lai l1a tr Han Viét.
Thit 1a tir thuan Viét nhung bo phan nho cua thit
la co, co bip thi lai 1a tr Héan Viét.

Néu & ving nguc, hau hét cac bo phan bén trong
déu 1a tir Han Viét va néu ¢ ving ha bd va am bo,
hau hét cac bd phan déu c6 tén goi vira bang chit
thudn Viét vira bang chir Han Viét thi trong ving
bung, $6 lugng céc bo phan cé tén goi thuan Viét
va cac bd phan co tén goi Han Viét xem nhu
ngang béng nhau. Thuan Viét thi c6 rudt, cat, bau
duc, rudt gia, rudt non, 1a lach, 1a mia, bong bong,
da con, bong dai, v.v... Han Viét thi c6 than, mat,
gan, truong (hay trang), ti, tuy, bang quang, v.v...
Gitra hai 16p tu thuan Viét va tir Han Viét trong
ving bung, 16p tir thudn Viét 16 rang 13 c6 mirc
d6 phd bién cao hon han. Trir cac tir mat va gan
khong co tur tiéng Viét tuong duong dé thay thé,
hau hét cac tir khac déu co tir tleng Viét tuong
duong va trong nhimg trudng hop ay, tir thuan
Viét bao gio ciing thong dung hon (6). Ching han
gitta chit rugt va chir truong. Trong ngoén ngir
hang ngay, ngudi Viét van thudng ding va thich
dung chir rudt hon 1a chir truong. Ngay chir doan
truong, von gin lién v6i Poan truong tan thanh
ciia Nguyén Du, gan day ctng c6 khuynh huong
bi chir dut rudt thay thé. Khi néi mot ndi dau dut
rudt hay mot tleng kéu dat rudt, ching ta c6 cam
giac la do séo cii hon 1a néi mdt ndi dau doan
truong hoic mot tiéng kéu doan truong. Chir
truong, khi dung mdt minh, chi xuét hién trong
cac mén an, chu yéu 14 mén nhau, nhu doi
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truong, chang han. Riéng chir “than” , gbc chir
Han, chi pho bién khi ndi vé than thé con nguoi
tur khia canh y hoc; vuot ra ngoai khia canh y hoc,
nguoi ta hay dung chtr “qua cat” thuan Viét: “no
com am cat” hay “chung lung dau cat”. Khi néi
vé loai vat, chir “than” ay hau nhu hoan toan bi
1ép vé trudc chit “qua cat” va mot chir thuan Viét
khac: “qua bau duc”.

Néu uvu thé 4p dao cua 16p tir Han Viét ¢ ving
nguc tiét 10 vé trinh do giai phéu hoc va khoa hoc
ctia ngudi Viét va néu viée thinh hanh cua 16p tir
Han Viét & ving ha b cho thdy y thirc luan 1y
cia ngudi Viét thi mic do phd bién cua 16p tir
thuan Viét & ving bung lai mang nhiéu y nghia vé
van hod. N6i mét cach tom tat trong véan hod Viét
Nam, vung bung c6 mot tam quan trong rat dac
biét.

Tam quan trong dy c6 thé duoc nhin thiy 15 nhat
& cach dung cac an du. Néu trong tiéng Anh hay
trong cht Han, chit trai tim, chit heart hay chix
tam dugc md rong thanh mdt cai gi chinh, nam
gitta, nhu chit heartland 1a khu vuc chinh, nam
gifta va quan trong nhat trong mot ving nao do,
duogc dich ra chit Han la khu trung tam, thi trong
tiéng Viét, dé biéu thi mot y ni€ém tuong tu, nguoi
ta lai ding chit 18 rén, mot bo phan ciia bung. Boi
vdy, ching ta hay c6 nhitng cach noi nhu cai ron
ctua thanh pho ci ron ctia mot nudce, va rong hon
nira, cai ron cua vil try.

Ciing lién quan dén khia canh an du, ching ta biét
trong ph'?ln 16n cac ngdn ngir khac, tur tiéng Hoa
dén tiéng Anh, tiéng Phép, tiéng Nga, v.v..

ngudi ta déu dung hinh anh trai tim dé lam bleu
tugng cho tdm hon, cho tu tudng va cho tinh cam.
Tinh yéu & trong trai tim; niém vui va ndi budn
cling & ca trong trai tim. Sy chung thuy nguoi ta
dé trong tim, tat ca nhiing bi mat clng déu dugc
chén kin trong trai tim. Trong tiéng Viét thi
nguoc lai. Vi ching ta, trung tam cua tu tudng
va tinh cam 13 phan bung, bao gdm bung va bd
phan chinh trong bung la long. Long, nguyén la
tir gbc Mudng, co nghia 1a rudt. Da ciing 13 rudt.
Do d6, bon chit bung, long, da va rudt xem nhu
ddng nghia v6i nhau. Nguoi khac nghi thim trong
dau, chiing ta thi nghi thim trong bung. Trong cac
ngon ngir khac, mot nguoi thong minh la mot ké
cd dau 6c nhay bén, con trong tiéng Viét, do la
mot ké sang da. Tinh yéu ciing nhu vui budn hon

Noi San Truéng — S6 13

gian ngudi khac gidu trong tréi tim, con chung ta
thi dé bung. Yéu nhau, chiing ta no6i 1a "phai long
nhau". Gidn nhau, ching ta noi la "mit long
nhau". Mot nguoi tbt, trong tiéng Anh 1a ké c6
trai tim tt, a kindhearted person, trong tiéng
Viét, 1a ké tot bung. Nh¢ cai gi, ddi voi nguoi noi
tiéng Anh, 13 4n sau cai d6 vao trong tim, 1a learn
by heart, d6i v&i nguoi Trung Hoa, 1a 1am cho
nhdp tdm, nhdp vao tri tim, con ddi voi nguoi
Viét Nam, 1a nhdi vao trong bung, 1a nhé thude
10ng. Chinh vi thé, khi di thi, dé kiém tra lai kién
thirc cia minh, Ta Xuong da khong so vao trong
dau hay so vao trai tim ma 1 s vao bung: “Tién
chan c6 mit ba dong 1¢ / S& bung thay khong mot
chit gi.” Cudi cing, thi hong; thay vi than nhu
nguodi ndi tiéng Anh 13 “tan nat ca trai tim”, 1a
heart-broken, Ti Xuong lai thdy dau trong bung:
“Bung budn con biét noi ning chi / D& nhit budn
la céai hong thi.”

Uu thé cta chit bung va chir 1ong so véi chir tim
hay trai tim thé hién rd nhit co 18 trong cubn
Truyén Kiéu cua Nguyén Du. Mot chu de quan
trong clia cudn truyén tho 16i lac 4y 1a nham dé
cao cai tim, dé cao tdm long cta con ngudi. Thé
nhung trong 3254 cau tho cua Truyén Kiéu, chir
tam lai xuat hién mot cach hoa hoan. Chi c6 hai
lan, trong hai cau tho khac nhau. Mot 1an 1a "chir
tam cang dap cang ndng" va mot 1an khac 1a "chir
tam kia moi bang ba chir tai". La hét. Trong khi
d6 thi Nguyén Du dung chit "da" dén 6 lan, tir
"Tinh cang thdm thia, da cang ngin ngo" dén
"May 10i ky cht dinh ninh / Ghi long dé da, cat
minh ra di." Ngay cdu noi phan bua vé viéc ghen
tudng ctia Hoan Thu, "Rang t6i chut phan dan ba"
cling c6 mot sd ban ghi 1a "Réng toi chut da dan
ba". Ngoai chit "da", trong Truyén Kiéu con cb 12
chit "rudt" dugc dung dé chi tinh tinh va cam xuc,
chang han, "Tai nghe rudt 1di boi boi" hay "To
tinh dut rudt, lra phién chdy gan". Nhung trong
Truyén Kiéu, xuét hién nhidu nhat 14 chit "long".
N6 xuat hién dén 165 lan khac nhau. Nao 1a
"Nhirng dleu trong thiy ma dau dén long", nao 1a
"long déu san moi thwong tim", nao 1a "Da long
hién hién cho xem / Ta long, nang lai ndi thém
vai 101", v.v...(7)

S6 luong cac tir chi cac bo phan trén co thé da
nhiéu, nguoi Viét Nam lai ghép céc tir Ay lai dé
thanh cac tor méi: da c6 bung, rudt, long, da va
gan, ching ta lai c6 céc tur ghép: bung da, long da,
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rudt gan; da c6 mat, mili va may, chung ta lai c6
cac tur ghép: mat may va mat mii; da co tay va
chan, chung ta lai c6 chan tay va tay chan, v.v...

Luong tir vung chi cac b phén trén co thé, do do,
ting vot. VA ciu trac y nghia cta chung ciing kha
da dang. C6 khi tir ghép dugc hinh thanh chi cot
cho thuan miéng. Noéi “toc tai”, nhung that ra, chi

6 “toc” la quan trong; con “tai” chi la tir dém. Co
khi chung hinh thanh nhu mét sy tong hop: rau
ria la rdu va ria noi chung. Nhung trong ph?m 16n
cac truong hop, ¥ nghia cua cac tir ghép déu vuot
ra ngoai va vuot 1én trén y nghia cia hai tir t6
gbc. “Chan tay” la chan va tay ndi chung, nhung
“chan tay” va “tay chan” thi khong phai chi cé
tay va chan ma con co... nguodi: nhitng ké thude
ha dé sai khién. Ciing vay, “tai mat” 1a thudc ha,
nhung chi gidi han trong cong tac rinh rép, theo
doi, gop nhiat tin tac. “Vai vé” thanh ra dia vi;
“mau mat” thanh ra thé lyc: Co thé co nhimg
ngudi tuy khong ¢ “vai v&” gi trong chinh quyén
nhung lai la ngudi c6 “mau mat” trong dia
phuong. Ngoai mbi quan hé gan xa vdi nghia gdc
(bung/rudt/gan), ca ba chit bung da, long da va
rudt gan déu cé nhimg huéng phét trién riéng:
trong khi chit 1ong da thién vé tinh tinh, thuong
mang chiit mau sic tiéu cuc (“long da con ngudi”
hay “long da dan ba”); chit bung da thién vé nhan
thirc (“Bén lam viéc tai bui, con bung da nao ma
ndi chuyén tho van!”); con rudt gan thi lai thién
han vé khia canh tinh cam. Tam tinh twong déc
v6i nhau, nguoi ta khong phoi bay long da hay
bung da ma la ph0’1 bay rudt gan cho nhau xem.
No6i dén “rudt gan” la noi dén nhing gi sau kin
nhét, tha thiét nhét, chan thanh nhat. Mat may va
mat mili déu co nghia 1a dién mao; nhung khéc
vol “mat may”, chit “mdt mii” con c6 nghia la
thé dién, dic biét thuong dugc dung khi thé dién
d3 bi st mé kha nhiéu va nguoi ta khéng mudn
nod bi tiéu huy hoan toan: “Sau khi bi an tu bi toi
an trom ga, ong 4y khong con mat mili ndo ma vé
lang nira.”

Ciing c¢6 yéu t6 “mau” nhung mau thit lai khac
vo1 mau mu hay rudt thit. “Mau thit” c6 y nghia
vira hep hon lai vira rong hon céc chir kia. Hep
hon bai vi néu chi quan h¢ than tdc thi “mau mu”
va “rudt thit” c6 thé chi ca quan hé hang ngang,
gitta anh em, va rong hon, gitta ho hang vdi nhau.
Con “mau thit” thi chi giéi han trong pham vi
hang doc, chi quan hé gitta cha me va con cai, vdi
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y nghia xem con céi nhu la chinh mau thit cua
cha me. Chir “mau thit” khong mé rong té1 quan
hé ho hang. Tuy nhién, ¢ khia canh khéc, chir
“mau thit” lai c6 y nghia rat rong, khong chi gisi
han trong quan hé gitta nguoi voi nguoi. Quan hé¢
mau thit la thir quan h¢ gin boé dén muc cuc ky
sdu sdc, khong dé gi phai nhat dugc. Chung ta co
thé n6i dén quan h¢ mau thit gitta minh voi qué
huong, véi tleng me dé, hay vdi cac tac pham do
minh nin not viét ra. Ca ba chit miéng ludi, mém
miéng va mém mép déu chi kha ning in noi,
nhung c6 1€ chi ¢6 chit miéng ludi 1a c6 y nghia
hoan toan tich cyc: nguoi miéng ludi la nguoi
vira ¢ tai dién dat vira c6 khiéu bién luan. D¢ 1a
ke khong dé gi bi lan ap. Trong khi do, hai chir
mom miéng hay mém mép hau nhu chi tap trung
vao kha ning 4n no6i chir khong lién hé gi dén kha
ning bién luan. Ngudi mdm miéng hay mém mép
c6 thé chi 1a nguoi da ngdn, nguoi 1ém linh chir
chua chic di 1a nguoi 1y sy, thong minh hay uyén
bac. Boi vdy, ching thuong gan lién véi ¥ ché
bai.

Géc 1& cuia phan 16n cac khac biét gilta cac chir
ngd nhu ddng nghia vira néu chu yéu narn ngay
trong sac thai ngit nghia ciia cac tir té gbc. Pa
danh mom cing la miéng, nhung nguoi Viét Nam
nao lai cha biét sac thai biéu cam ciia chir mom
thudng nghiéng vé khia canh tiéu cyc. Khen
ngudi yéu, nguoi ta chi co thé noéi: “Miéng em
dep” chu khong a1 lai noi: “Mom em dep”. Khong
chimg vi “mom” gan voi “mdm” nén am hao c6
phan kém thanh tao. Chiri nhau, dé cho ning 10,
nguoi ta khong dung chir mleng ma dung chir
mOm: cach noéi “Va vao mom” bao gio ciing dir
dan hon cach noéi “Va vao miéng”. Mudn cho dir
dan hon nita, nguoi ta thé chit “mdm” bang chit
“mdm” hay chit “md”: “Péanh cho ddp mom”,
“danh cho phii mo” hay ‘danh cho bé mom...” 1a
nhimg cich ndi rat thuong nghe trong cic cudc
d4u khau & Viét Nam.

Nhu vy, trudc va trong qué trinh chuyén nghia
ctia cic tir ghép, timg tir t& chi cac bd phan trén
co thé cling dugc chuyén nghia. Nho sy chuyén
nghia ndy, cic tir chi cac bo phan trén co thé tro
thanh nhimg tir c6 strc “sinh san” rat cao: tir than
thé con ngudi, chung duge dung dé chi nhiéu sy
vat, hién tuong hay dic diém khac nhau trong xa
hoi. Trong su chuyén nghia 4y, than thé con
nguoi ty nhién tr¢ thanh trung tam, thanh tryuc
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quy chiéu dé tir 46 nguoi ta dinh danh nhiing su
vét khac hay nhitng mdi quan hé giita nguoi va
nguoi, gitta ngudi va vat. Mili con ngudi c6 hinh
thu kha nhon va 1a phan nho ra phia trudc u? Vay
thi, nhiing gi c6 dau nhon va nho ra s& duoc goi la
“mui”, tor do, chung ta khong nhiing ¢6 mii dao,
mii kéo... ma con c6 mili thuyen tham chi, mui
Ca Mau va mu1 tién quan, v.v... Pau con nguoi co
hinh khdi cau, & trén ciing, ¢6 chirc ning suy nghi
va diéu khién toan than thé u? Vay thi, ching ta
co, tir sy tuong dong vé hinh dang: dau gdi, dau
dan, dau dap..; tor su tuong déng vé vi tri: dau nui,
dau hoi, dau xu, dau danh sach...; tir su tuong
déng vé churc nang: dau muc, dau nau, dau so,
dau téu, dau tro, roi ding dau, cAm dau, dan dau,
duong dau, ddi dau, v.v... Co cling thé. N6 thon,
nho, ndi lién dau va than u? Vay thi, ching ta cé:
cb chai, ¢6 lo, ¢6 chay.... N6 c6 chirc ning giir cai
dau ma cai dau dugc xem 1a biéu tuong cia tri tué
u? Vay thi n6 s€ tro thanh biéu tuong cua y chi va
quyén luc, tir d6, ching ta cé: cing cd, cudi cb,
16i cb, siét co hay mot ¢ hai trong, v.v.. Tay
nguodi cd chirc nang nim gilt u? Vay thi tay tro
thanh tir chi s¢ hiru: tay tring va tay khong. Tay
c6 chirc nang hanh dong u? Vay thi n6 tré thanh
tur chi sy thuc hi¢n: ra tay, xuéng tay, khéo tay,
hoa tay, mat tay, non tay, nidng tay, nhe tay,
nhung tay, tay nghé, tay ngang... Tay 13 bd phan
phuc thudc u? Vay thi chung ta co: tay chan, tay
sai, tay trong hay tay ngoai, v.v...

O chit “mat”, chiing ta cling c6 thé nhan thay quéa
trinh chuyén nghia & d6 con ngudi 1a mot cai truc
nhu thé. Trén than thé con ngudi, mit 1a bo phan
phia trudc va bén ngoai, tir do, ndy sinh ra céac
chit: mat ban, mit nuée, mat dat, roi xa hon nira,
mat trang, mét tro1. Khéi niém “phia trudc” va
“bén ngoai” gan lién v6i khong gian, tir do, dan
dén khai niém mit trudc, mat sau, cudi cung,
duogc triru tugng hod thanh mot khia canh hay mot
phuong di¢n cua van dé: mit tich cuc va mat tiéu
cuc; mat tinh cam va mat phéap ly, v.v... Nhung
“mat” con mot huéng chuyén nghia khac, quan
trong hon, chi tinh cam, tu tuong, thai do cling
nhu danh dy cua con nguoi, tir do, ching ta co:
dep mat va xau mat, € mat va né mat, tro mat va
chira mit, nong mit va mat mat, v.v... Rat gan véi
chit mat 1a chit mat. Chit mét va chit mat c6 nhiéu
két hop gidng nhau nhung ¥ nghia thi khac han
nhau. “Ra mat” khac v&i “ra mat”: ca hai déu
ham y mot sy xuét hién hay boc 10 cong khai,
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nhung trong “ra mat” c6 cai gi lién quan dén thai
do: khinh ra mat, ghét ra mat, chéng ddi ra mat,
v.v... “Dep mat” khac voi “dep mat”: trong khi
“dep mat” gi6i han trong pham trii thim my; “dep
mat” gén lién voi pham tru danh dy. “Néng mat”
la cam giac bat binh khi c4 nhan bi xtc pham,
trong khi “néng mat” 1a cam giac bat binh khi
chung kién mot diéu gi khong vira ¥, du diéu do
khong dinh liu gi dén quyén loi ca nhan minh ca.

O trén, chung ta bit gap mot s6 tir ghép co ciu
trac nguoc, theo kiéu chir Han, ¢ do tur t6 mang y
nghia chinh diung sau: “dep mat” thay vi “mat
dep”; “nong mat” thay vi “mat néng”, v.v... Co
diéu, nhu nhiéu nha ngon ngir hoc da nhéc: trong
cau tric thuan, danh tir c6 ¥ nghia cu thé; trong
cAu trac ngugc, danh tir trd thanh triru tugng, chi
mot pham chat hay mot diac diém thay vi mot vat
nao do. “Mat tay” khac véi “tay mat”. “Tay mat”
bao gio ciing ¢6 nghia cu thé, chi mot ban tay nao
d6 mat diu; con “mat tay” lai chi nhitng thay
thudc giodi, chira bénh mau lanh. Tuong ty nhu
vdy, ching ta c6 cac cap: mat dep / dep mat; bung
xau / xau bung; bung t6t / t6t bung; miéng thoi /
thdi miéng; dau to / to dau; gan to / to gan;
v.v...Va v.v... Nhung... ma théi. Chuyén ngon
ngit hoc biét bao gio cho xong. Cit thong tha, mai
mot lai tiép.

(1) Hai chir “ddng tir” nay c6 thé dugc viét gidng nhau; tuy
nhién khi ding theo nghia con nguoi, chir “dong” thudong
dugc thém bd “muc” phia trudce.

(2) Cac nha ngon ngir hoc thudng gidi thich s¢ di nguoi ta
goi “con nguoi” nhu thé 13 cin cir vao cai hinh anh dugc
phan anh trong méat. Tuy nhién, du vdy, ciing khong ai giai
thich duoc 1a: tai sao & rat nhiéu ngdn ngit khac nhau,
nguoi ta déu dong loat ding cai hinh anh dwoc phan 4nh
trong mat dé dit tén cho “con nguoi?

(3) Vi du, trong cudn Tiéng Viét tuyét voi: am M trong tiéng
Viét cia Nguyén Cung Thong do tac gia tu xudt ban tai
Melbourne vao nam 1998.

(4) V& Phién (1979), Lai Thw Giri Ban, California: Nguoi
Viét, tr. 37-44.

[(5) Khong c6 y dinh di sdu vao khia canh tir nguyén hoc,
trong bai viét nay, t6i tam xem 14 tir thudn Viét ca nhiing tir
géc Nam A.

(6) Du chua chic da chinh xac hon. Vi du, lién quan dén
rudt, trong tiéng Viét chi ¢6 hai chir chinh: rudt non va ru6t
gia (co thé ké thém chir rudt thira, néu mubn), trong khi
trong tir Han Viét, sy phan chia chi li hon: tiéu truong, dai
trudng, truc trang va ta trang.

(7) Cac con sb thong ké nay ay tir cudn Tir dién Truyén
Kiéu do Pao Duy Anh bién soan, Phan Ngoc hi¢u dinh
(1987), Ha Noi: nha xuit ban Khoa hoc Xa hoi
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