African History Notes Lecture    13th November
South Africa in the ‘long 19th Century’

Referred to as the ‘long 19th century as the processes of the period run broadly from 1870 to 1910; the period divides broadly into two, the first half of which is 1770-1850s, the subject of this lecture,

Evolution of relations between the Dutch, the British and the Bantu; the Bantu have occupied much of the best land, i.e. the East, and have had some minimal contact with the Boer, but nothing substantial
The Bantu were facing a crisis, largely victims of their own success, in terms of over-population, with increasing pressure on ever more scarce resources; this triggered a period of revolution
This revolution of resources is known as the MFECANE (lit. the time of troubles), with is basic origins in competition for resources in an area with no expanding frontier.

Note: the extent to which white people were involved in the origins of the Mfecane, in terms of gun trade e.t.c. is hotly disputed (see Cobbling and Hamilton) but the underlying causes are accepted
As resources disappeared, Bantu societies began to break down, in increasingly desperate circumstances, people naturally resorted to violence.

Although this revolution affected all Bantu societies, the core of the revolution was among the Nguni, on the frontier where the problems were most extreme.

By 1800 all Nguni society had become heavily militarised, as a means of acquiring and defending resources (timber, food)

Two main military confederacies were formed, each headed by a General Zwide and Dingiswayo – these two groups monopolised the resources in the area.

SHAKA 
Employed by Dingiswayo (he was an officer in his army) he is historically and popularly associated with the Mfecane

In 1816, having served Dingiswayo, he seized control of a small chiefdom within Nguni, now known as ZULU
Two years later Dingiswayo was killed by Zwide, Shaka in turn killed Zwide, establishing control over large parts of Nguni, especially in the North (this story is told at length in lots of oral histories)
Shaka was a new phenomenon, he presided over the creation of a new type of state, geared towards war and maintaining control over resources; more centralised and militarised than any society in Southern Africa had ever been

A standing permanent army of around 40,000 was a new innovation, and its was much more highly trained and with better tactics than any other army; this army used a series of annual raids to expand the state;

Shaka was an autocrat who exercised a rule of terror over his own subjects; in 1878 he was assassinated by his own half brother, who succeeded him

However, Shaka remains hugely influential, a military genius of the highest order, adopted as a black folk hero (not necessarily a contradiction; comparison with middle-period Stalin?

Note, his violent character must be considered to at least partly originate from his context, he was in part at least, forged in a violent revolution
Shaka created a model on how Zulu, people came to look on their own political organisation, Ndebele for example created a state along his lines 
