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	The author of a text is always an important factor when evaluating it, particularly when it is concerned with politicised and contentious issues, as is often the case in the field of development, where actors and agencies are likely to have their own agendas and frameworks for understanding and implementing development. The author of this text is the African Development Bank, a multilateral development bank. Such organisations, according to the World Bank, "are institutions that provide financial support and professional advice for economic and social development". This definition suggests that the predominant paradigm of analysis in this text will be economics, as is indeed the case. We can also assume that by association with notions of 'financial support' and indeed the World Bank itself, the African Development Bank is likely to advocate investment and interventions sourced from overseas, both in the form of loans and governance input. A final consideration is the usage of the word 'development' in the report. Lacking a precise definition, 'development' is a term that needs to be viewed as an ideology, rather than a specific concept (Hettne); the ideology used here will be discussed in the remainder of this review.





	As the text is a primarily economic work, we can presume that the data collected was prominently quantitative. This emphasis on numerical analysis, combined with a wide spatial focus, gives the report several positive features. For example, it lends itself to straightforward comparison with other similar reports, both spatially and temporally. However, the reliance on quantitative data also leaves the report vulnerable to the criticism that it ignores factors outside its narrow economic scope, and in doing so, fails to see what is really happening. This point can be illustrated by the examining the reports treatment of exports; the "continued strength" of which are see as "particularly encouraging" (p.5). However, a positive regard for exports seems to encode within it the assumption that the export of goods will automatically lead to improvements in living standards. Whether or not this is the case is a point of contention, but certain examples suggest otherwise. Nigerian oil export may well bring capital into a country, for example, but this is of little benefit to the people at large if oil remains, as Iliffe explains, "an enclave with only financial linkages to the rest of the economy" (p.255). A dependence on economic statistics also blinds the report to trade occurring outside of official systems, as discussed by MacGaffey and Bazenguissa-Ganga.





	The key theme sketched in the report is Human Capital Investment. By this, the authors refer primarily to education and health investments. They argue that these factors are crucial in promoting development as improvements in these areas will rapidly form "a spiral of multiple and mutually reinforcing positive effects". By this, the authors mean that once begun, educational improvements will empower people with the skills and awareness to combat health problems, and to seize employment opportunities, and similarly, health and nutritional improvements will enable more efficient labour and study. It is significant here that the report argues that the goal of improving health and education provisions as both an end in itself and a requirement of economic growth. This position appears defend the African Development Bank and other similar institutions adequately from the charges that they are pursuing economic growth for its own sake, with no regard to the living conditions of people.  At this stage, we can perhaps begin to understand the African Development Bank's usage of the term 'development' as straddling the concepts of capitalist economic growth, with an emphasis on the freedom of markets, and a more humanistic process with the explicitly stated aim of improving living conditions.





	The report is broadly optimistic about the future prospects of Africa. Noting an "economic upswing"(p.1) which is in its third consecutive year, the report sees the "deepening of economic reforms that increase competitiveness... [that will allow] the private sector...[to] become the main engine of growth"(p.14-15), making rapid socio-economic improvements likely. Although acknowledging the vulnerability of economic and social growth to factors both external, such as pricing variations, and internal, such as societal conflicts, it appears to be somewhat naive and glib in its predictions of future stability. An example of this can be found with reference to the Democratic Republic of Congo. The report cites "recent improvements in socio-political stability"; perhaps an overly optimistic interpretation of Larent Kabila's rise to power, described by Wrong as "simply replacing Mobutu with Mobutuism".





Many of the ideas in the report appear sound. Comments regard how to improve health provision seem well organised and considered, if not particularly original or insightful. Encouragement of collaboration between NGOs and the major financial institutions seems a positive step, especially if we are to accept the broad notion that NGOs are more representative of people's views than such institutions, and might thereby help democratise them. Similarly, the broad idea that improved education is a good thing is unobjectionable. However, the precise plans of how such improvements will be funded are not so clear. Certainly, problems arise as regard to private funding; in the West, there are many issues of controversy regarding education funding, for example, the debate regarding companies partly financing universities, and the effect this has on their independence and academic freedom, and also how secondary education can exacerbate existing class divides if access is dependent on financial considerations rather than purely meritocratic ones. The fact that the African Development Bank includes private finance of some educational institutions could make it vulnerable to the criticism of double standards, i.e. what the West deems insufficient for itself is seen as adequate for Africans. This claim could be defended, however, by citing pragmatic reasoning for private finance in education, citing for example the urgent need of university graduates in many countries for critical administrative positions.





	Other criticisms of the text, such as the lack of supporting evidence for many claims and its inaccessibility have been ignored here. The former criticism is not relevant as the report is a summary of a larger one, which presumably contains many of the necessary justifications omitted in this distilled version. Similarly, although the text is indeed inaccessible and uninteresting to the 'general reader', the text is not targeted at a general audience, and indeed explanation of each technical term would weaken its usefulness as a brief summary for the informed reader. 





	As a summary, the text is sound and balanced, if not always especially insightful, into most of the issues it covers. Within its boundaries, it provides a good analytic overview of many issues. However, it is the imposition of these boundaries and its sole focus on the paradigm of economics that restricts the report's value in wider usage.
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