Notes on The Dead Will Arise  By JB Peires
Preface (his core argument) all from p.x

“there was no plot on either side…I am convinced that we do not need a plot or conspiracy to explain the Cattle-Killing movement” 

It was “a logical and rational response, perhaps even an inevitable response, by a nation driven to desperation by pressures that people today can barely imagine”

“the Cattle-Killing would not have been so fatal an error had it not been for the measures of Governor Grey, which first encouraged and then capitalised on the movement”

- for this reason he does not “use the well-known term ‘the National Suicide of the Xhosa. The Nonqawuse catastrophe was as much a murder as it was a suicide”

Chapter One Riverman’s War (1-44)

1. Mlanjeni the riverman (1-4)

Mlanjeni (18 years old in 1850) withdrew from his family, barely ate and meditate in a local river – he became a powerful prophet

Believed in a white god, who was the son of a black god – the whites killed their God.

They believed Mlanjeni could conquer witchcraft, which was seen as the source of all evil – suffering, sickness, death.
2. A Surprise for Sir Harry Smith
1847 Sandile, the senior Xhosa chief on the Cape frontier was captured and humiliated when he was supposed to be attending negotiations – this “left him with an abiding fear and suspicion of all things British” (4)
