Notes on John Edwin Mason’s ‘Social Death and Resurrection’
– slavery is “dynamic, fluid and contested, above all because slaves refused to accept their condition as permanent” (7)

To be a slave is ‘social death’ – a term from Orlando Patterson, who argues that violence is central to slavery

· note his conception is an ‘ideal’ one, reflective of more complex reality

· his definition of slavery includes 3 elements – violent domination, natal alienation and degradation
asserts that slavery was almost always resisted (from Patterson)

· there “’absolutely no evidence from the long and dismal annals of slavery to suggest that any group of slaves’ internalised their masters way of seeing things”

social death “more a literary metaphor than social theory” – as is soul murder

the slave unlikely ally was the colonial state:- (from Timothy Keegan)

“British liberalism of the early day was ‘profoundly ambiguous’. Its rhetorical commitment to the legal commitment to the legal formalities of equality and freedom was in sharp contrast to its fundamental compatibility with cultural imperialism, class domination and…racial subjugation” (13)

CHAPTER 1 – THE STATE OF THE CAPE
British officials held the Cape Colony is low regard – they felt that the colony would only develop with external intervention (though an opposite, idealized view was also put forward to encourage British settlement)
British & Dutch developed v.different ideas regard master/slave relations

Allow for some variation, the colony had very little rainfall –for most parts, arable farming was not possible, but cattle was
· hence a very sparse population – Cape Town was the only significant settlement

As Robert Shell points out, the Cape was a Creole society – there were many slaves from East Africa, Madagascar and various parts of the Indian sub-continent

Cape Town was a mercantile community – trading between the farms and the port

“The climate, soils and demography of the Southwestern Cape demanded that arable farming, if it were to be profitable, rely on slave labour”(24)

the “Colonial frontiers were cattle and sheep” as they were able to live on land unsuitable to arable farming

the Khosians (the indigenous hunter-gather/pastoralists peoples) were subjugated – they resisted manfully but “their polities were small, weak and unstable”(28)

“Race mattered at the Cape” though not in the same was as the 20th Century – race was by no means the sole determinant of power, rights and status…race was very loosely defined. Gender, wealth, legal status and reputation mattered just as much” (30)

Slavery was a more important division – the free and the unfree

· “Slavery shaped every aspect of Cape society – its laws, customs and even its language, an evolving creole that would become known as Afrikaans” (30) [as well as the economic foundation]
a key [Aristolean] notion of freedom is not living for another
both property owning colonists and British colonial officials “expected deference from white servants as well as black” (31)

inter racial marriages and friendships were common

“While a white skin did not guarantee respectability, it was a prerequisite” (32)

“As long as there had been European settlement at the Cape, there had been racial hierarchy” (33)

Keegan “it was unthinkable to the colonists in early South Africa, as it would be to those who exercised power and dominance in the early twentieth century, that social order might be built on anything other that the foundations of racial exclusion and hegemony”- (33)

· taken for granted, if not publicly voiced

“no person identifiable as a free black…seems to have held a position in government above the level of manual labourer at any point in the early Nineteenth Century”

“whiteness, whether socially constructed or ancestral, marked the men who monopolized civil and ecclesiastieal office holding at the Cape”
many in society suffered aspects of Social Death but only the slaves suffered the ‘natal alienation element”

The Cape was not rich – its main value was strategic – so the search was for an exportable commoditiy – but whatever that was to be, slavery would always underpin it.
