Notes on ‘The African Crisis:World Systemic and Regional Aspects’ by Giovanni Arrighi in the New Left Review 15, May-June 2002
Explicitly uses statistics

Argues that “the dominant interpretation of the African crisis has traced it to an alleged propensity of the elites and ruling groups of Africa for ‘bad policies’ and ‘poor governance’” – and internalist explanation

- rejected by African governments – in the form of the OAU – they emphasised the importance of ‘external shocks’

in his earlier works he argued “that the ruling groups of the time, regardless of their ideological leanings, were more likely to be part of the problem than of the solution to Sub-Saharan Africa’s condition of underdevelopment”
that is:

“that the most central of these problems was a pattern of ‘surplus absorption’ that fostered the conspicuous consumption of urban elites and sub-elites in bureaucratic employment, the relatively high mass consumption of ‘labour aristocracies’ and the transfer abroad of profits, interests, dividends and fees of various kinds”

- barriers to growth

they “attributed a key role to world capitalism in constraining and shaping developmental efforts and outcomes at the national level”

II. UNEVEN DEVELOPMENT OF THE AFRICAN CRISIS
but why did it go from crisis to tradgedy?

Citing some African ‘success stories’, they argue that “African countries in comparison to other low-income countries have no ‘character flaw’ that makes them incapable of sustained development”
