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Introduction
Development appears to be a universal and unquestionable principle, but it developed “within a particular history and culture” (2)

“conventional thinking… would make us take it for granted that ‘development’ exists, that is has a positive value, that it is desirable or even necessary” (3)

“The methodological precautions should not however lead us into tame neutrality or mechanical indifference – quite the contrary. The rule never to judge anything before examining it means that we remain free to take sides afterwards” (3)
“each theory or declaration makes a claim to be original (or novel), to pass itself off as the solution at last discovered to the problems of development. When we look more closely however, we see that the apparent innovations are merely variations on a single theme which allow the various actors to assert their legitimacy within the field of ‘development’…they each feel a pressing need to distinguish themselves from rival theories or declarations” (5)

development “the favourable consensus surrounding the term is at the heart of a misunderstanding that paralyses debate” (5)

“development has gradually been drained of content so that it is now a mere residue used to justify globalization” (6)

Durkheim’s need to eliminate preconceptions is used here in defining development

“the principle defect of most pseudo definitions of ‘development’ is that they are based upon the way in which one person (or set of persons) pictures the ideal conditions of social existence” (10)
“every modern human activity can be undertaken in the name of development” (11)

thus all definitions of development are subjective

Durkheim said that a definition must 1) cover all phenomena and 2) include external characteristics

“it is not enough to say that in the end ‘development boils down to social change, for social change has been a constant feature of human life in every society since the dawn of humanity” (12)

Rist’s Definition
“Development consists of a set of practices, sometimes appearing to conflict with one another, which require, for the reproduction of society, the general transformation and destruction of the natural environment and social relations. Its aim is to increase the production of commodities (goods and services) geared by way of exchange, to effective demand” (13)

Practices → Durkheim’s external characteristics requirement

Reproduction → of world system – needs to expand its grasp

Environment → “the transformation of nature…makes it possible not only to control but also to manipulate nature…and then patent the results” (14)

Social Relations → as with Marx, they are economically driven – Becker – everything is scarce

Increase production → production is destruction

Geared to effective demand → demand “give me that which I want and you shall have this that you want” (Smith, WoN)
Smith again (18) “man has almost constant occasion for the help of his bretheren”

“Te definition that we have used above has the advantage that it describes a historical phenomena, sythesizes what is common to a mass of diverse practices, and shows how difficult it is for other forms of social organisation to survive on the margins of the dominant system” (18)
