HIST269 CS209 Preserving History and Culture on the Internet

Instructor:
Doug Bocaz-Larson


Email:
dbocaz@nmsu.edu

Phone:

290-1331 



Office: 124         

Office hours/Tutoring: M/W tba and Tu/Th 5:30-8:15 in room 124
Course Description: 

The purpose of this course (Preserving History and Culture on the Internet) is to create a website that captures the past and present of the people in New Mexico, specifically those groups who have lived in and around Cibola County for more than a generation.   The goal is to have the website be a permanent record of the past and present culture of our area.

HIST269 - Students taking History will focus on collecting information about the local history and culture including oral history, family stories, old photographs, current culture events, etc.

CS209 - Students taking the Computer Science course will be creating a website that will contain the information collected by the history students in a well-organized, user-friendly format.

Instructor Availability:

My office hours are listed above, but I will be happy to work with you in a computer lab if you arrange a time with me.  Tutoring is also available.  Please call or email me.  I am very quick to respond by email or by cell phone.   

Evaluation:
Major Assignments (Attend a Cultural Festival, Field Trip, Interview, Family Story)  40% of the total grade
Discussions (all discussions not listed under Major Assignments) 40% of the total grade

Final Project  20% of the total grade
Grading scale:
100-90% A

89-80% B

79-70% C

69-60% D

>59%

Deadlines: Students must meet the deadlines in order to receive full credit for assignments, quizzes, and projects.  You will be given until the Monday after the assignment deadline to turn in the assignments for full credit.   After that point, 10% will be taken off for each week the assignment is late up to 40%.    The final deadline is not flexible.  No late assignments will be taken after the final deadline for the course.
Final deadline for all 1st 4 week assignments – April 6
Final deadline for all 2nd 4 week assignments – May 2
Failure to meet the above deadlines may result in your being dropped from the course by the first 4 weeks or a failing grade on the 2nd 4 week assignments.

My office hours are listed above, but I will be happy to work with you in a computer lab if you arrange a time with me.  Tutoring is also available.  Please call or email me.  I am very quick to respond by email or by cell phone.   
March 9 Classes Begin

March 21-25 Spring Break

April 26 Last day to drop

May 2 Last day of class

Important Notes to Students (the fine print):

If you have, or believe you have, a disability that interferes with your performance as a student in this class, you are encouraged for academic reasons to discuss this on a confidential basis with your instructor and/or The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Coordinator in the Main Office or by calling 287-7981.   If you have a condition that may affect your ability to exit from the premises in case of an emergency, you are urged, for safety reasons, to notify the ADA coordinator.

Any student found guilty of academic misconduct shall be subject to disciplinary action.  Academic misconduct includes, but is not limited to, the following actions: cheating; plagiarism; unauthorized possession of examinations, reserve library materials or laboratory materials; unauthorized changing of grades on an examination, instructor’s grade book or grade report; nondisclosure or misrepresentation in filing out applications or other college records; or violation of computer use policies.   The following disciplinary actions and sanctions may be imposed for any of the above infractions of regulations: disciplinary probation, disciplinary suspension, dismissal, expulsion.
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Assignments
(all assignments are to be completed in the Discussion part of WebCT http://salsa.nmsu.edu)

Introduction:
Welcome everyone to CS209 / HIST 269 - Preserving History and Culture on the Internet.    Long title huh?    I just couldn't think of a shorter title that covered what we are doing for this class.  I'm really excited about our project for this class.   We will be creating a website that captures the people of our area... their history and their culture.  History students will be collecting stories from local residents that capture the past and the way people have lived here for many generations.   This can include actual history, family stories, and even legends.   We also want to try and collect as many old photographs as possible.  Computer students will be creating a website that includes everything the history students collected.   They will format the website and do photo restoration on the pictures 

as well.  NOW... I would like you to introduce yourself to everyone.   Click "Compose message" in 

this Introductions discussion and please post:  1) something about yourself, 2) why you took the course, and 3) what you would like to learn from this course.  

DEADLINE:  March 9
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HIST What is history and culture?
If you see HIST before a discussion, that means this is a discussion or activity for 

students signed up for HIST269.  

Now, before we start learning about local history and culture, let decide what history and 

culture is.    What do you think the terms history and culture mean?   

There's no right or wrong answer here.   History and culture mean different things to 

different people so let's see what you think.

Feel free to find a website to support your answers or ideas, but this is optional.

DEADLINE: March 10
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CS What is an informational website?
If you see CS before a discussion, that means this is a discussion or activity for 

students signed up for CS209.  

In this class, CS students will be creating a website using the history and culture 

information collected by the HIST students.  

Now, the first step in planning the website is to figure out what kind of website we're 

doing.   I see our website as an informational or educational website.   So what should 

this type of website look like?  

I would like you to search the internet for educational and informational websites that 

would be a good model for our website.   The websites you find don't have to be about 

history or culture, just good models for us to look at.

Post the addresses of the websites you find and write a couple sentences about why you 

liked the websites.

DEADLINE: March 15
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HIST What do you know?
What do you know now about our local cultures and history?  What personal/family 

connections do you have to the past and current history and culture of Northern New 

Mexico?   

There's no right or wrong answers here.  If you know nothing, that's okay.   Your 

answers will just help me decide what kind of projects you will be working on.

DEADLINE: March 16
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CS Other Southwest Websites
I would CS students to find websites on Southwest history and culture.   We don't want to 

reinvent the wheel and create a website similar to something else on the web.  Post any 

websites you find about Southwest or New Mexico related to the history and/or cultures 

here.

How can we make our website unique/different from the ones you found?  How do we 

organize, divide information (by geographically, by culture, etc.?)?   We will revised 

these last two questions again, but let's post some initial thoughts.

DEADLINE: March 17
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What do you want to know?
I would like both HIST and CS students to makes some goals for the course.   HIST 

students: what do you want to learn about local history and culture?   CS students: what 

do you want to learn about creating an informational/educational website?

DEADLINE: March 29
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Attend a Cultural Event
I would like everyone in the class to attend some kind of cultural event related to our 

local area.   I would like the HIST students to write about the event.   I would CS 

students to take pictures of the event you attend.

possible events you can attend are The Crownpoint Rug Auction http://

crownpointrugauction.com/ or The Gathering of Nations in Albuquerque http://

www.gatheringofnations.com/

I will post more ideas as the semester goes on and please email me ideas as well.   

Please email me any questions you have about this assignment.

DEADLINE:  March 30
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Organizing the Information
As we start to divide up our research and create the website, you need to decide how 

we'll organize the information.

So should we divide up the information by area or culture?

And if you pick area or culture, what are some areas or cultures we should focus on?

DEADLINE:  March 31
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Organizing the Information #2 


Everyone take a look at what everyone came up with for the last discussion.    

HIST students: If you were to focus on one area or culture for this project, what would 

be your first choice?

CS students: Who had the best way to organize the information?  By area?  Culture?  Or 

can you think of another way?

DEADLINE: April 5
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CS Designing the Website 
I would like CS students to start designing our History and Culture website.   Think about 

what would be a good design for the first page to the website.   Don't worry about the 

information on the first page.  Focus on the how it looks, how it will be organized, etc.   

You can use html, javascript, Flash, Dreamweaver or FrontPage to create your first draft.

Create this first draft and post it on Geocities or another free website service and post 

the link.

DEADLINE: April 6
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Field Trip
I would like everyone to do a self-guided field trip.   You can plan to go in groups or go 

alone.   The purpose is to collect information about local cultural offerings to post on the 

website.   I would like history students to write about their trip and post information 

about the place you visit including points of interest.  I would like computer students to 

take pictures to be used on the website.   

Ideally (but not required), see if you can partner with a CS or HIST student so one of you 

can write about the trip and the other can get pictures.

Possible field trips (although please add your own suggestions): Acoma Pueblo, Grants 

Mining Museum, The Long Walk exhibit at the Holocaust Museum in Albuquerque, the 

Pueblo Cultural Center in Albuquerque, etc.   You can view more ideas for trips at http://

www.southwest-vacation-travel.net/four-corners/museums.htm

DEADLINE: April 7
[image: image13.wmf]
CS Website Audience
One important decision that needs to be made when creating a website is "who is our 

audience?"   In other words, who are we creating the website for?

Our topic is a website on the history and culture of Northern New Mexico (Cibola County 

and the surrounding area more specifically).   

But we will be viewing our website?   Who will we be making it for or rather who would 

you like to make it for?

DEADLINE: April 7
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A Mystery
Ready to solve the mystery of Cibola County?    Actually this is a mystery to me but may 

not be so some of you.   If you are able, please check out the big strange sculpture in 

the park area next to the post office in Grants.   I would like everyone to go over and 

look at it and see if you can figure out what it is.    HIST students: I would like each of 

you to post something interesting you learned from it (you'll see what I mean when you 

go over to it).   I'd like CS students to take pictures of the whole structure and up close... 

there is more to the sculpture than meets the eye.

If you are taking this class online because you don't come to Grants very often, then find 

something mysterious in your area that you know nothing about and go learn about it.   

Post your findings.
DEADLINE: April 12
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HIST Interview
I would like HIST students to do an interview for this class (if not more than one 

interview).   Find one of the following: local experts on culture, long time residents of 

Cibola County, Cibola Arts Council, Chamber or Commerce, Tribal Officials, 

Mainstreet project director, etc.   

When you decide on someone to interview, write the questions you'd like to ask and post 

them here.   And then post the results of the interview in the next discussion.

DEADLINE: April 13
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CS Interview Results 

CS students: I would like you to start taking the work created by the HIST students and 

creating web pages from the information.   For this activity, create web pages from two 

of the HIST students.   Try to find two that are of a similar topic (such as interviews on 

Navajo culture).   Once you decide on which ones you'd like to do, post what you'll be 

working on before you get started.   This way we make sure that all of the CS students 

aren't working on the same interviews.   Then post the address of your resulting web 

pages.

DEADLINE: April 14
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Lesson Plans
I believe many of you are education majors so here is an activity that I think you'll enjoy.

The internet is a great resource for lesson plans for teachers.   I found a link to a website 

with good cultural lessons including ones about our area:

http://www.education-world.com/a_lesson/lesson209.shtml
There are lessons on code talkers, oral interviews, Navajo rug design (is this a lesson 

that combines history, art and math - yow!).

I would like HIST students to find other lesson plans and activities for children about 

History and Culture and try to make sure these are related to our area (local tribe, 

mining, Spanish, etc.).   If you're not an education major, just think about finding 

websites and activities on the internet that would be of interesting to children.

CS student will then take these results and create a section for children on our history 

and culture website.

DEADLINE: April 19
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HIST Family Stories
I'd like the HIST students to either write about a family story if they are from here or find 

a long time resident to tell a family story.   Try to find fun or humorous stories and really 

exciting ones.   But anything is fine as long as it captures the area.   Even if it is a bit of a 

tall tale or legend, that's fine too.    Post the story.

DEADLINE: April 20
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CS Family Stories
I would like the CS students to read the stories posted by HIST students under HIST 

Family Stories.   Post which one is your favorite and then make a web page from the 

story.   Be sure to check what other CS students are doing so we don't have more than 

one web page of the same thing.

DEADLINE: April 21
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HIST Final Project
For your final project, I would like HIST students to research one topic related to history 

and culture in our area that we haven't covered yet (be sure to read what everyone else 

has done so far in the class).   

Possible topics include Acoma culture, Laguna culture, Navajo culture, mining, farming, 

immigrants, stories along Main Street, San Mateo, Milan, etc.   

We've done an interview, a field trip, family stories, etc.   Now come up with one more 

project that would be interesting for a visitor to our website.   Be creative and have fun 

with this one.

DEADLINE: April 27
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CS Final Project
I would like CS students to add one more section to your website.   You should have 

created a page with an interview and a family story.   I would now like you to take the 

rest of the work from the class and work it into your web pages.   For example, we 

should have pictures of field trips, cultural events, etc.   Work those pictures into the 

website.   Also, use some of the information posted by HIST students from their field 

trips and visits to cultural events.

Post your web pages on the internet at somewhere like Geocities and post the link to 

your page.

DEADLINE: April 27
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Final thoughts
Take a look at the final projects by the other students (both HIST and CS).   Do you 

think we have the pieces we need to have a website about Preserving History and 

Culture in Northern New Mexico or what else do you think we need?

And if we were to name our website (and buy a domain name), what would you 

suggest?   www.preservinghistoryandculture.com?   

www.someotherreallylongwebsitetitle.com?

DEADLINE: April 28
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What did you learn?
After completing all the assignments for this course, post here what you learned from this course.   Also make suggestions for futures courses that are the same or similar to this course.   Feel free to reflect and "blog" as they say in the computer world.   
DEADLINE: May 3
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May 3
Final Deadline for All Assignments
