Socialist Worker

STRIKE TO WIN

NO JOB CUTS, NO WAGE FREEZE

Baggage Handlers at Heathrow and Postal Workers across the country have shown that if you strike and fight hard you can win. 

Now it’s the turn of workers at Bombardier.

For over six months the management have been threatening redundancies. They say their losses, over £1.3billion so they claim, mean they have to cut wages and jobs. If they don’t then their entire operation is jeopardized. 

But that’s not the whole story. Sure they have made losses over the last year but they still made a healthy profit overall and the operations in Belfast has been very profitable. In fact Business Week is telling its readers to buy Bombardier shares because the worst is over. 

Multi-National Con

The offer of a wage freeze to save jobs is the standard Bombardier con. They did it in the US and they want to do it here. They will give no guarantees that jobs won’t go in the future. We have seen what happens if workers put their faith in Multinationals. Look around the corner at Harland and Wolff. Fred Olsen, the Norwegian based shipping tycoon, devastated jobs at the shipyard and then sold bits of it off for a housing development making a tidy sum in the process.

No worker in Northern Ireland can afford a wage freeze and workers can’t afford any more job losses. The closure of Shop Electric saw hundreds of job losses overnight. In some areas the real unemployment level is 25%. 

On top of that this is the poorest area in Europe according to the latest figures. Bombardier took over Shorts on the back of a wiping out of the company’s debts and the acceptance of government funds. They were supposed to be the saviour of Northern Irelands manufacturing industry. They should put something back in, not put more people on the dole. 

Right To Strike

The strike is absolutely the right way to go about saving jobs. We cannot rely on the Assembly politicians to stand up to Bombardier. Reg Empey and Jim Rodgers said earlier in the year that the wage freeze was a good offer. They may all say now that they are concerned but when they are not too busy bickering amongst themselves, the truth is they support companies like Bombardier. They see privatization and multinational investment as the way forward for Northern Ireland, despite all the evidence to the contrary. 

Rank And File Strategy

As in the struggles of the Postal Workers and the Baggage Handlers, it was the rank and file that led the dispute. The union officials have been too timid. The only way you turn companies like Bombardier around is to fight and fight hard. Endless negotiations get very little. Already Bombardier is saying they will suspend the new shift patterns.

The FBU received lots of public support, as did the Bus workers and the Social Workers. If the strike continues then solidarity will need to be built.

Another World Is Possible

The Socialist Workers Party is an organization which campaigns against the job cuts and poverty wages offered by multinationals like bombardier.

We want to see a society where the needs of workers are put before the priorities of multinationals.

Instead of a world of war and profits we want to see the priorities of the system changed. We want to see health, education and welfare as the priorities. If you want to join the SWP or want more information about us then contact us below.
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