The verdict is in. Bush and Blair lied. As if we didn’t already know.

There were no weapons of mass destruction. There was no Anthrax. No nuclear tipped bombs ready within forty-five minutes to be sent here. There was no link to Al Queda. There was no uranium purchased from Niger. All lies!

They went to war despite the opposition of millions and now 10,000 Iraqi civilians are dead, and the Iraqi resistance kills British and US soldiers daily in retaliation for the estimated 1000 Iraqi’s that die every week at the hands of the occupying forces.

And this week we saw the two sides of globalization in full force. First we had the military wing blitz Iraq and occupy it, now the entire country and all its assets is to be privatized. Water, healthcare, roads, hospitals, schools, all will be handed over to US multinationals like Bechtel and Halliburton. First the oil, now everything else.

And the war on terror will roll on.

Bush and Blair have ushered in a relentless, endless war. Perhaps Syria, perhaps North Korea, perhaps Iran. We don’t know which country will be next but there will be a next one. Imperialism, the end result of the competitive accumulation that drives capitalism will continue. 

War abroad will be accompanied by cuts to healthcare, education and welfare at home. This year almost every school in Britain and Northern Ireland has one teacher less than last year. At universities, Blair is determined to introduce top-up fees and beyond that we are expected to pay water charges.

While billions of pounds are being spent to prop up the occupation, jobs are being lost in Northern Ireland. Over 800 already this year at Shorts, and another 1000 in the pipeline. All this while the Assembly politicians argue over who said what to whom and when, declaring occasionally that they are opposed to privatization. We know that an all-party Assembly committee actually agreed to implement water charges. We have seen that when the redundancies have occurred at Shorts the DUP and UUP have argued to accept wage freezes, all the while backing up the billion pound occupation. We need to fight the Assembly’s priorities as much as we do Bush and Blair’s.

Bush cannot be allowed to achieve “Full Spectrum Dominance”.  We must do something to stop it.

We can humble Bush’s empire. In the 70’s, the combination of protests at home and resistance to the empire stopped the US in its tracks in Vietnam. While our millions didn’t stop the war, the mere fact that we demonstrated has meant that the occupation is in serious difficulty. As are its perpetrators.

Bush’ s popularity is now down to pre September 11th levels. Blair (and Blairism) is on the ropes. The Hutton enquiry has shown Blair, Hoon and Campbell up for the vile unprincipled creatures we always knew they were. We need to continue our protests over every cut at home and every atrocity the occupation brings in our name.

We will however need to look much further. The Socialist Workers Party is an organization of Marxists who believe that capitalism cannot be reformed. That it is the way production is organized that leads to the permanent war on the poor of all countries. Globalization has its economic wing with the free market, privatization, job cuts and cuts to expenditure on public services. And its military wing if so called “rogue states” don’t do what the US wants. 

We fight for a society where production for human need not profit is the priority and where planning production takes over from the chaos generated by the free market.

We believe only the working class organized together, regardless of race, gender or creed, can overthrow the present structures in order to make a socialist society a reality.

If you want to be part of fighting the cuts at home and the occupation abroad, as well as building for the future Join the SWP.
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