
D egenerative disorders
Symptoms inventory

Education
Occupation

Change in:
Behavior
Personality
Affect/ mood
Social interactions
Interests
Hobbies
Involvement in activities

Mode of onset ofproblems:

Pregression: stepwise/steady

lmprovement?

Memory:
Peoples'names
Recent conversations
Misplace objects

Current abilities:
ADLs
Fiaances and business

Psychiatric:
Mood
Hallucinations
Delusions

Obsessions
Phobias

Language/communication skills
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Learning and retaining new information: is more repetit ive; hastrouble rememberinq recent
conversations, events, appoi ntments; f req uently m isplaces objects

Handl ing complex tasks:  has t rouble fo l lowing a complex t ra in of  thought  or  per forming tasks that
require nrany steps such as balancing a check6ook or cooking a meal

Reasoning abi l i ty ;  is  unable to respond wi th a reasonable p lan to problems at  work or  home, such
as knowing what to do if the bathroom is flooded; shows uncharacteristic disregard for rules of
social conduct

Spatial abil ity and orientation: has trouble driving, organizing objects around the house, f inding
his or  her  way around fami l iar  p laces ' '

Language: has increasing diff iculty with finding the words to express what he or she wants to say
and with following conversations

Behavior: appears more passive and less responsive; is more irritable than usual; is more suspicious
than usual ;  mis interprets v isual  or  audi tory s t imul i

ln  addi t ion to a pat ient 's  fa i lure to arr ive at  the r ight  t ime for  appointments,  the c l in ic ian can look
for a patient's diff iculty discussing current events in an area of inierest and changes in behavior
or dress' lt also may be helpful to follow up on areas of concern by asking the pJtient or family
members relevant questions.

Positive findings in any of these areas generaliy indicate the need for further assessment for the
presence of  dement ia.
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