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 “Fissures And Fractures”: Identity  

             Crisis In Gill’s Poetry

                        A.N.Dwivedi
Throughout his poetic career, as also in his life, Stephen Gill has struggled immensely and made a hectic search for self-identity. This search becomes all the more poignantly relevant in view of his relatedness to the country of his birth (India) and the country of his adoption (Canada). He fled from India to breathe an air of freedom in Canada, but in neither land he felt what Milton calls ‘peace of mind, all passions spent’. And his discomfort and disquietitude stemmed from the “fissures and fractures”1 he had experienced in life, specially from the identity-crisis he had suffered in both India and Canada. He himself has described his acute sense of ‘suffocation’ in his homeland and his harrowing experiences in Canada. In his Preface to Songs Before Shrine (2007),which is the focal point in this paper, he writes thus: “I began to flutter my wings to escape the prison of suffocation in search of an El Dorado of peace. The question was how and where to find that El Dorado.”2 This statement of Gill amply shows his predicament at home and in society where he was treated with fear and distrust. His being a Christian aggravated the situation towards the worse. He was insecure everywhere, and nobody cared for his safety and that of his family. Hindus, Muslims and Sikhs were disinclined towards him. He felt, in Chaucer’s words, like ‘a fish out of pond’ in India. The severe identity-crisis at home compelled him to leave for Ethiopia on a teaching assignment, and after three years he went to England and thence to Canada. He has been living in Canada as an immigrant for the last three decades, but there too he is faces with numerous problems, the cultural conflict and the identity-crisis being the worst ones. Through Reghu Nath, the protagonist of Immigrant (1982),Gill expresses his bitter experiences  of Canada: “Canada had a handful of openings, usually filled by persons 
