 IMPACT OF INDIAN METAPHYSICS  On   20th CENTURY ENGLISH POETRY

India is a land with a radiant past.Its five thousand years old culture is being cultivated by  the life giving 

knowledge of the Vedas,Upanishads,Buddhist and other religious texts.Infact,the treasures of Indian 

metaphysics are immense and unending.Indian tradition offers the writer an inexhaustible choice of 

layers,dimensions and elements of both reliogious and secular kind.

        On account of this fertility and variety of Indian tradition,several western artists have taken shelter    in 

the mystic fields of India since time immemorial.20th Century English poetry is also not without its 

impact.There are various Indian  influences on 20th Century English poetry 

in general and T.S.Eliot,W.B.Yeats and Soldier Poets in particular.

The moderns like Eliot,Yeats,Owen,Sassoon,Robert Graves ,Edmund Blunden and Herbert Read are nurtured 

in Indian tradition.The sublime metaphysical philosophy of the Upanishads,Buddhism and the Bhagwatgita 

have inspired the modern English poetry.For instance,in the following lines of Eliot's "What the thunder 

said", there are clear  echoes of Brihadaranyaka Upanishad:

                     Then spoke the thunder

                     DA

                     Datta:What have we given?

                     My friend,shaking my heart

                     The awful daring of a moment's surrender...

                     DA

                     Dayadhavam:I have heard the key

                     Turn in the door once and turn once only

                     We think of the key,each in his prison

                     Thinking of the key...

                     DA

                     Damyata:The boat responded

                     Gaily to the hand expert with sail and on

                     The sea was calm,your heart would have responded

                     Gaily,when invited,beating obedient

                     To controlling hands...

 At this place,Eliot's indebtness to Hindu scriptures is explicit.Here,Eliot refers to the above mentioned 

Upanishad.In that Upanishad,three groups-gods,demons and men -approach the creator Prajapati and each 

in his turn asks him to speak.To each group,He answers 'Da'.Each group interprets this reply differently.The 

meanings of the three commands are:give alms,be compassionate and control yourself.Eliot seems to signify 

that these commands have been violated  in the modern world,so the contemporary society has become a 

terrible waste land.

           Similarly,Yeats' poetry is steeped in Indian culture.For example,mark the following lines from 'The 

Second Coming':

                   ...somewhere in sands of the desert

                   A shape with lion body and the head of a man,

                   A gaze blank and pitiless as the sun,

                   Is moving its slow thighs,while all about it

                   Reels shadow of the indignant desert birds.

                 In the above reference,the poet is referring to a celestial figure,who will eradicate the chaotic 

atmosphere from the world.In the opinion of the poet,this incarnation of God will have the head of a man 

 and the  body of lion like Narsingh  incarnation in Indian mythology.Thus,we see that Yeats has also 

alluded toIndian culture in his poetry.

           Next,the soldier poets have portrayed the horrors of the First World War in a very realistic way.For 

this purpose,we may mark this expression from Owen's ;Exposure':"Sudden successive flights of  bullets 

streak the silence"Robert Graves has also shown the ironic desolation caused by the war.We may illustrate 

the above point of view from the following lines of "Dead Cow Farm" by Robert Graves:

                   Here now is chaos once again.

                  Primeval mud,cold stones and rain,

                  Here flesh decays,and blood drips red,

                  And the cow is dead,the old cow is dead.

         Here,in the condemnation of the war-horrors,the trench-poets seem to be under the pervasive influence 

of  Indian psyche..They appear to be propounding the  path of non-violence,as propagated by the sages 

like Lord Buddha,Mahavira and Mahatama Ganndhi.

      Thus,it is obvious that  Indian metaphysics and 

religion  have made inroads into 20th century English poetry 
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