Feverish anxiety runs through the works of Stephen Gill. This deadening sense of the feverish anxiety is due to his experiences during the partition of India. This fury and pain have filled the heart of Stephen Gill with compassion and pity for humanity, resulting in the creation of such works as Shrine and Songs Before Shrine, as well as The Flame. All these three collections depict abysmal sense of chaos in the universe.  
       The pain that Stephen Gill has experienced during the days of the partition is responsible for his creative urge and this creative urge has shaped his poetic voice. His emotional experiences are somewhat akin to the emotional experiences of sage Valmiki. Such experiences changed this distinguished sage of India into a celebrated bard of epical poetry.
       Gill’s poetry abounds in certain symbols and images which convey his emotional anger at the unrestrained ferocity of ‘cold blooded forces/ covered with the skin of fanaticism’. The image of the reptiles is very frequent in his poetry.  
       Another important image in his poetry is the image of war. Through the artistic use of this image, Gill has denounced the horrors of the war in the harshest possible way.  
       Dove is a recurrent and all pervading image. Gill’s dove wants to fly above ‘the mud of politics.’ His desire is that ‘the dance of the hounds’ should be stopped. The dove represents a cheerful tomorrow, which will dawn when there are no human boundaries in the world.

       Gill’s heart is ever crying. He finds that ‘in the selfish sea of politics/ harmony tosses on wild waves/ endangering boat of justice.’ He is fed up with religious frenzy and racial antagonism.  He pleads for the shattering of jingoistic and ethnocentric boundaries to create a new world order, marked by the serene flights of the dove. He prescribes the remedy of multiculturalism.  Due to his artistic treatment of emotional theme of human predicament in the disturbed world, Gill has been highly admired by scholars. 
     The name of Stephen Gill will be written in golden letters in every history of Indian Diaspora Writers. His emotional cries to curb religious fanaticism and racial prejudices are sufficient to assure him a lasting place in the history of Indo-Canadian literature.  
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