Transnational & Global Communities

Introduction 

Information technology is currently integrating the world into a global network, which has caused the rapid emergence of virtual communities. 
This has also created new communities that are transnational and even global. 
 

Transnational Communities
Transnational communities are communities that span across national borders. Currently, it has created a popularized variety of new economics relationships. The rise of these transnational communities is caused by the social and economic forces unleashed by contemporary capitalism.
 

The growing importance of transnational communities has promoted improvement in communications, transportation, and also encourages free trade laws. However, these are labor's analog to the multinational corporation, their assets consist chiefly of shared information, trust, and contacts. As the members of these communities travel back and forth, they carry cultural and political currents in both directions. As a result, their emergence has complicated the issues of global trade, immigration, and also national identity. 
 

Global Communities
Global communities as identified by its name are communities that consist of members from all over the world. Most of these communities are formed for same objectives and sharing interest, information and contacts within each other. However, being able to communicate with people around the world, there are few issues that needs to be considered, for instance, language, culture, time zone, and infrastructure problems.
 

Language
Language is always the most concern problem for global communities to get together, even though English has the official status as the international language, which claims itself as the most conversable language throughout the world. Thus, there are still a large number of people that do not know how to converse in English. Therefore, it is important to have various different language of website to serve all the people in the world. However, this is merely impossible as different language express different words differently. 
 

Culture
Culture differs from person to person as people from different places have different beliefs and customs. For that reason, it is best to know the culture of the people before you communicate with them, especially in global virtual team when you have to work with them.
 

Time Zone
Time zone barrier is something that could not be solved unless there are sacrifices made between communicating parties, or communication is done asynchronously. Although real time communication tools are the most powerful feature for virtual communities, its status is nearly worthless for people communicating with wide time zone difference.
 

Infrastructure
Infrastructure plays an essential role in connecting people around the world. Places where there is no proper infrastructure established, it is impossible to connect a linkage with them. Hence, in order for global communities to reach out to these places with no proper infrastructure for communication connection, these places has to build proper infrastructure tools to keep up with the world, and link with the world.
 

