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Ms. Herzog/Ms. Kind
Welcome Back!!!

2007-2008
I) Syllabus:

A. Reading:  Throughout the course of the year, we will be exploring myths, fables, short stories, poems, essays, articles, and novels.  Assessment for each unit may include quizzes, essays, exams, or projects.   The novels to be read this year are: 

1. Romeo and Juliet-William Shakespeare


2. The Five People You Meet in Heaven-Mitch Albom 


3. To Kill a Mockingbird-Harper Lee

4. Assorted Short Stories and Poems 

You will also be reading books, articles, magazines, etc. of your choice.  Once a week or over vacations, you will be required to bring in your own reading material, which must be school appropriate.  You will read the material and then answer general questions in the journal section of your notebook. 
B. Writing: Each student will be required to write several paragraphs and essays each quarter.  Some essays will be written in class and others will be completed at home.  Each essay will vary in length, depth, and topic.  Each semester we will focus on a particular Regents Task essay in addition to one research paper for the year.  You will also be keeping a journal in your notebook.  On average there will be 10 entries for every quarter, so if you are absent, be sure to get the assignment and complete it on your own time.
C. Grammar: In order to be exceptional writers, it is important that you fully understand certain concepts of grammar.  Various grammar topics will be covered throughout the year and you will have a cumulative exam at the end of every semester.  Because there is a great deal to be covered, little time will be spent on the reviewing of topics, so should you need clarification on anything, I would suggest attending extra-help sessions.
D. Vocabulary/Spelling: Vocabulary lists will be distributed at the start of every unit and will be assessed periodically but not randomly.  The spelling list included in this packet is to be studied on your own time.  Once a week you will have a spelling quiz, which will take no longer than 10 minutes of one period.

II) Course Material:

A. Notebook: You will need a three-ring binder with five sections.  The sections need to be labeled accordingly: literature, writing, grammar, vocabulary/spelling, journal.  At the end of every quarter there will be a notebook check and journal check.  You will be asked to submit the notes/work from FIVE different dates and each will be worth 20 points, which will be counted as a TEST grade.  Your notebook is very important as all major exams, such as the midterm and final, will be cumulative exams.  Needless to say, if you are absent, YOU are responsible for the notes, worksheets, and/or homework.

B. Folders:  Within your notebook, you will keep two folders.  One will contain all of your quizzes and exams and the other will contain all of your writing assignments including essays and homeworks.  Throughout the year, you will be asked to assess your progress in this class, which can only be done if you maintain the course materials.

III) Free Read:

A. Free Read is an extra credit assignment that is offered throughout the school year.  You will be able to read ONE approved book during a quarter and then write a small report.  The report will be submitted by the due date, so it can be graded.  The grade you receive on this assignment replaces your lowest TEST grade for the quarter, with the exception of a midterm or final.
B. Catches:  There are two catches to this assignment.  Firstly, the book must be approved by a certain date in the quarter.  Secondly, you are only allowed to complete this extra credit ONCE per quarter.  You will have plenty of work for this class and others, so you should not only focus on completing extra credit.

C. Assignment: You have some freedom here as you can choose your topic.  You will write 2 paragraphs discussing a conflict, character, theme, literary element, historical context, etc. to demonstrate not only your analytical skills but also your writing ability.

IV) Grading Policy:

A. Exams/Quizzes/Projects:  Being that it is English class, your grammar and spelling will account for a good portion of each grade, especially in essays.  Based on the format of the exam, quiz, or project, there will be a rubric, so you will know where you need to improve and where you are successful.
B. Quarterly:
a. Homework-10%
i. If you complete five consecutive homeworks, you will be given a free homework pass to use at any point during the year.

b. Major Assignments-40%
i. Tests

ii. Projects

iii. Essays

c. Minor Assignments-20%
i. Quizzes

ii. Homeworks-If collected and graded as a quiz.
d. Journal-10%
e. Participation-20%
V) Rules:


1. Be on time.  For every three lates, you will receive a detention.

2. Be prepared. Participation will be graded each day.

3. Be respectful of classmates, teachers, and yourself. 

4. Be aware of your grades and assignments throughout the year. 


5. All school rules apply in the classroom!!

VI) Extra-Help:
A. Ms. Herzog will hold extra-help on Wednesday mornings, but if you would like to arrange a specific time, please arrange it at least one day in advance.  The sessions are to be used as review not as instruction time. Please come to extra help with a specific question or task.  Extra help is not a make-up class, so please pay attention in class! 
B. Ms. Kind’s office is room 126.  She will have extra help on Tuesday afternoons.
