History

-26 February 2003 - Joint attack by the SLM (Sudan Liberation Movement) and JEM (Justice and Equality Movement), on army garrison at al Fashir.-26 February 2003 - Darfur Liberation Front claims responsibility for attack on government headquarters at Golu (1).

-Alternative start of conflict: 21 July 2001 - groups of Zaghawa and Fur met in Abu Gamra and swore oaths to defend their region against government sponsored attacks (1). 

-25 April 2003 - Joint attack by the SLM (Sudan Liberation Movement) and JEM (Justice and Equality Movement), on army garrison at al Fashir (1).

-The army was consistently defeated by rebel forces throughout 2003.  In retaliation they began deploying the Janjaweed (1).  

-Janjaweed - Para-military group of Baggara people (nomadic Bedouin of Darfur also known as Shuwa Arabs) (1).

-The Janjaweed, being better armed, quickly began overpowering the rebel groups (1).  

-According to the UN the Janjaweed has been targeting non-Arab villages and leaving Arab villages alone (3).

-2004: the 8 April 2004 Humanitarian Ceasefire Agreement  was drawn up.

-African Union peace keeping troops were deployed and until recently were the only peacekeeping force on the ground.  They are extremely under-equipped and under-funded.

-31 August 2006 - The UN Security Council approved a new UN peace-keeping force of 20,000 troops to assist the African Union in Darfur.

-The Sudanese government declined to allow them to enter the country viewing it as an act of Western invasion.

-13 October 2006 - Darfur Peace and Accountability Act passed by Congress and the President (after urging from groups such as STAND!)

Relief Agencies

· Red Cross 

· One of the first relief organizations to being operations in Darfur.

· Has provided water and sanitation materials for close to 500,000 people in the area.

· Also provided shelter and household materials for over 300,000.

· Providing medical services capable of helping serve over 100,000 refugees.  (7)

· “The Sudan now is the third biggest operation on earth.” 

· UNICEF

· In 2005, UNICEF received over $53 million in contributions for Darfur.

· Introduction of schools -More than 380,000 (46 per cent girls) children enrolled in school. 

· Child-friendly spaces and psycho-social activities reaching over 170,000 internally displaced persons and conflict-affected children. 

· Vaccination support, training of health workers, supplying health kits for mobile facilities, and providing bicycles and motorcycles for health workers. (8)

-Libya

· The Libyan government has given its first-ever donation to the World Food Program to assist with relief efforts in the Darfur region.

· The U.N. agency says it will use the $4.5 million contribution to cover the increased costs of jet fuel for food airlifts into the troubled area. (9)

· Map

· Active in Darfur for two years 

· Relief efforts began in 2004 with an initial shipment of six tons of medical supplies, enough to treat 60,000 people for three months.

· Operating the two health clinics as part of the Darfur Relief Collaboration .

· MAP is also working with the region's ministry of health, training its members in patient management and care (10).

Relief Agencies (cont.)

· Care

· Active in Darfur since April 2004 and currently provide direct humanitarian assistance to over 450,000 war-affected people.

· Work includes water and sanitation, community services and distribution of food and other relief items. (11)

· Doctors Without Borders

· One of the main health service providers in the Darfur region of Sudan over the past thirty months.

· has now drastically reduced its medical-humanitarian activities because it has become too dangerous for our own staff to work in some areas due to deaths of 12 volunteers and assaults on more than 40.

· Currently urging UN to bring in peacekeeping troops. (12)

