I.  First Revolution


A.  High seas Feet sat in the harbor throughout the course of the war because Wilhelm II loved the ships so much that he did not want to seem them destroyed


B.  In the end the order is given to send them out in a last ditch effort to maybe break the British blockade.  Seen as a “suicide mission”


C.  The rumor of the suicide mission spread through the High Seas Fleet, outraged the men.


D.  Sailors mutiny in Kiel 



1.  They demand better food, elimination of the “sir” address for officers, and not to have to go on the suicide mission



2.  Other mutines occur with soldiers and workers


E.  Eventually mutinies lead to a group of German citizens going to Kaiser Wilhelm II, who grants them a constitutional monarchy

II.  Abdication of Kaiser Wilhelm II


A.  9 Nov 1918 – Kaiser Wilhelm abdicates from the throne because he refuses to be the one who has to admit defeat.  The other ruling families in the various provinces also abdicate on that day.


B.  SPD leader Friedrich Ebert is given power over a provisional government which in compliance with General Erich Ludendorff’s advice is forced to surrender the war


C.  The Kaiser is gone and the provisional government has resulted in mass chaos


D.  Ebert sends civilians to France (Compiegne) on 11 Nov 1918 to sign a peace treaty



1.  General Erich Ludendorff, head of Germany military, had advised him in this direction



2.  He left before the armistice came



3.  Later retracts his original position claiming Germany was stabbed in the back


E.  Civilians are told to sign an unconditional surrender in railway car at 11 AM, 11 Nov 1918 otherwise the war would allegedly continue (bluff by the Allies)

III.  Sparticist Uprising (Second Revolution)


A.  The founders of the KPD, Karl Liebknecht and Rosa Luxembourg, in order to disrupt provisional government elections organize a march of around 200,000 workers, in Jan 1919


B.  Ebert recalls that General Gröner promised him he would quell any radical left uprisings.  Ebery contacts him.



1.  Gröner’s army the Freikorps is heavily armed and ultimately brings down the uprising in 7 days.



2.  Rosa Luxembourg and Karl Liebknecht were captured and assisinated during the uprising


C.  Elections take place anyway.

IV.  The Treaty Of Versailles (or the checklist of things Hitler will change)


A.  The armistice did not officially end the war, the Paris Conference, at which Germany and its allies were forced to agree to France, Great Britain, and the USA’s conditions for peace.


B.  Germany was symbolically brought to Versailles as retaliation for their behavior after the Franco-Prussian War.  



1.  The Germans were told they had to enter through the servant’s entrance



2.  Sent to the Hall of Mirrors where the treaty that brought Germany into existence had been signed


C.  Major players at negotiating table



1.  Woodrow Wilson, USA



2.  David Lloyd George, UK



3.  Georges Clemenceau, France



4.  Vittorio Orlando, Italy (ok not so major)


D.  Conditions of the treaty



1.  France recovers lost land Alsace and Lorraine from Germany



2.  Denmark regained territory



3.  Poland regained territory



4.  Czechoslovakia regained territory



5.  The Free City of Danzig was created



6.  The Saarland was put under French control for 15 years and at the end of those 15 years the citizens could decide whether to become part of France or Germany (France put French Algerian troops there as an insult to Germany)



7.  German army reduced to 100,000 men



8.  Germany navy reduced to 15,000 men and the British navy would receive the Highsea’s Fleet (which never happened because Germany sank the ships before they could get them)



9.  Germany was not allowed an air force nor tanks



10.  Article 231: War guilt clause, Germany would bear sole responsibility for starting the war and would have to pay reparations 



11.  Germany’s colonies were taken



12.  The Rheinland would be demilitarized to act as a buffer zone between France and Germany

V.  The Effects of the Versailles Treaty on Germany


A.  Absolutely devastating to morale


B.  The Germans felt betrayed



1.  What happened to Wilson’s 14 points, you know “peace without victory!?!”



2.  At one point the Germans had been winning 



3.  They were never occupied, therefore why a full surrender?


C.  The Weimar government was ineffective.  The longest lasting of the 15 different cabinets that served in 9 years had a life span of only 18 months.  


D.  Germany’s economy fell to pieces because of the reparations they had to pay along with the rebuilding of their own country that was necessary.


E.  High rates of unemployment and inflation



1.  At one point in Nov 1923 1 USD is worth 4.2 trillion DM


F.  Counter-revolutionary movements geared toward ending the Weimar Republik

VI.  The Situation of the Jews in Germany at the End of the War and During the Weimar Republik

A. The Weimar government was very unpopular in Germany

1.  The Germans tended to believe that the government had been forced upon them as a result of their military defeat.

2.  The Jews were linked to it because Hugo Preuß wrote the constitution

3.  The Jews were seen as being benefactors of the new government, as the only supporters of it and its entire structure began to be seen as “Jewish.”  



4.  Many Jews served in the government


B.  In general because of the Weimar Republik and all of the rights it allowed the situation of the German Jews at this time was in comparison to many other countries relatively good.



1.  As a result many Eastern European Jews sought refuge in Germany.



2.  The newly formed nations, in order to unite their people persecuted the Jews because while they could not define what a Slovak, a Czech, a Hungarian, etc. is they could tell what it is not, and a Jew is definitely not it.  



3.  Thus many Eastern Jews immigrated to Germany and these Jews were unable to assimilate as the original German Jews had in the past.



4.  Even the already assimilated Jews persecuted the new Eastern Jews


C.  Ludendorff and the “internal enemies”



1.  Ludendorff despite being in favor of Germany’s withdrawal from the war at first, later claimed that the German military would have won the war if it had not been for certain “internal enemies,” weak-willed civilians, communists, etc.



2.  Tells scientists to study who they were.



3.  Reports were released claiming the Jews had evaded military duty



4.  Reports also claimed Jews were less likely to die or be injured while serving


D.  “Stab in the Back Legend”  



1.  Many people claim to believe that the German military had not been responsible for the loss of the war but rather Germany had been stabbed in the back.



2.  There was never any occupation of Germany by the Allies



3.  Germany had been winning at one time



4.  War profiteers were accused of aiding in the stab in the back, Jews were among them


E.  Jews associated with Communism



1.  Rosa Luxembourg was among the many reasons why Jews were later associated with communism

