ROCK THE BLOCK-BUSTER!!!


Well, well, well.  It looks like GM Adrian Conidi is up to his old tricks again. Today he shipped future hall-of-fame goaltender Martin Brodeur, young star Richard Zednik, and New Jersey’s 1st round pick in the upcoming draft to the Boston Bruins for underachieving goalie, Byron Dafoe, future star Martin Havlat, young Back-up Antero Niittymaki, depth players Calder and Timander and a couple of picks.  This trade officially marks the rebuilding of the New Jersey Knights, right?  Don’t tell GM Conidi that. “…Rebuilding? Who is rebuilding? When I look at our team I see a veteran goalie that needed a change of scenery (i.e. Dafoe) I see TONS of young stars that will be around for many years, and I see them all being lead by the greatest leader in the game…Wayne Gretzky.” Said Conidi.  “I laugh when I hear that we’re rebuilding because I like to call it ‘retooling’ actually. I don’t see our team missing the playoffs this year or any year for that matter in the coming future.”  He added.  

Even with his bold statements, it’s kind of hard to disagree.  They have a forward nucleus of young stars like Elias, Havlat, the Sedin twins, Calder, Axelsson and Morozov. The defense core boasts some lesser known names compared to the forwards yet will be one of the most solid defensive units in the NvW in a few years.  Names like Commodore, Laflamme and Timander provide the youth at the back end, and O’Donnell, and Haller are the vets. But you can’t mention any of these players without saying the name Scott Neidermayer. “He has been a horse on the back end and has provided the kids back there, someone to look up to and model their game around.” Said defensive coach Rick Lee. “Gretz and Dino have grabbed a hold of the forwards and put them under their wings and Neids and Diduck have done that for us on the blueline.” Said Mike Commodore who had a rough start with the Knights but is slowly coming into his own of late. 

As I’m sure you’ve heard, people who look at this Knights team think they’re in a rebuilding stage, although players on this team feel confident that with the right leaders and youth in place, they can make a push for the playoffs and maybe a few championships down the road. 

Here are the newest Knights….. More to come…..
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