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Secondary Education and Admission to Higher Education

The detailed information about Secondary Education in Turkey was given on documents given on Friday. However, to summarize, secondary education in Turkey is consists of three main categories: General Education, Vocational Education and Technical Education. Besides them, there exists Multi-Program High Schools which combines these three types of schools in the less scattered population areas. There is also police colleges and military schools I am not sure in which category to include.

General Education is a three year education program after compulsory 8 year education and consists of general high schools which are known as “düz lise”, foreign language high schools (süper lise), Anatolia High Schools, High Schools of Social Science, High Schools of Science and Anatolia Fine Arts High Schools.

Vocational Schools have three year education program and prepares their students for the areas that the skillful manpower needed and for higher education. Anatolia Vocational Schools 1-year has a preparatory language education and accepts the students by an exam.

Technical Schools have four year education. The students who provide the minimum requirements in Vocational Schools may attend to these schools. Although this schools looks pretty like Vocational Schools in format, they educate in more technical areas such as electronics, technical drawing and communication. Anatolia Technical Schools have one-year preparatory language education. The students who finish these schools may also attend to higher education not necessarily in their 4th or for Anatolian case 5th year.

Police College and Military Schools can be thought as a combination of vocational and technical school. Besides preparing the students in their prospective profession, the students in these schools may also continue higher education in a university. Military schools are so strict that the students cannot leave the profession if they don’t compensate their costs to the school.

All these schools are in the control of Ministry of Education. However some schools have a more autonomous structure. For example, Health Vocational Schools operates under the Ministry of Health; Agriculture Vocational Schools operate under the Ministry of Agriculture and Koyisleri, Police College and military schools are under ….

The problems of secondary schools may mainly be classified into three groups: The problems in the admission to secondary schools; the success of the secondary schools and the problems related to admission to higher education.

The main problem about admission to secondary schools is about the time of making choice about middle/high schools. It is a matter of discussion when to direct the students towards one of the mentioned secondary schools. In many countries in Europe the students are sent to different types of secondary school at varying ages.

In Germany, where mandatory education is 9-10 years, the students are advised (or forced) to go General Middle Schools or Technical Schools at 5th grade. In Denmark, where mandatory education is 9 years and the students can complete their education either at public, private schools or at home, local governments are responsible for education. Ministry of Education has only advisor role. The students are given counseling services at a very early age, as soon as beginning primary school. In Denmark schools there exists “class teacher system” by means of what the students are educated almost the same teacher during 9 year period, which ensures that the teacher will know the students very well and could advise more appropriately. At the end of 9th year, 95% of the students in Denmark takes the exam to further their education. In Finland, as in Denmark, the students attend 9 year mandatory education, after what the students select to go either to general high schools or to vocational schools.  That is the case for France as well. In Holland, where mandatory education is 12 years and 65% of 4-12 aged students’ education is charged by private institutions, the students make their selection between going to vocational schools or general schools at the age of 12. In England and Spain, that selection happen at the age of 16, in Ireland, Sweden and Greece at the age of 15, in Portuguese  and Italy at the age of 14 and in Luxemburg at the age of 12. By the way, that age is 14-15 for Turkey.
As it is seen, there is no consensus about at what age the students should be directed towards different types of secondary schools. 
Another important point to be mentioned is about how to direct the students. In Germany, there are strict rules and the school that the students will attend is mostly determined by the decision of their primary schools. Parents have little influence on that. On the other hand, in Denmark, it is coordinated by school and parents and starts at the very early age of students. In Sweden, at 8th and 9th year of mandatory education, the students are sent to “isyerleri” for 6-10  weeks in order to have an image of what is going on over there. After this method introduced into Sweden education, the students who further their education after 9th year has increased to 95%. One of the reasons however may be the increase of education towards a career in secondary schools. Another reason may be the increase of the local government in secondary school curriculum. In Italy, it is claimed that there is also am increase in the success of vocational and technical schools after the charge has been given to local units from central units. In Italy there is also some private vocational schools.
In many countries like Austria, Belgium, Finland and Turkey, there also exists “ciraklik schools”. And agreement between the person and the “isveren” sent to MONE. Then the person gets the necessary education. They also get paid by isveren.

In Turkey, I think, the government should increase the counseling services in both schools and throughout media.

The second problem is about the efficiency of the secondary schools. It is not unknown to readers’ knowledge that there is hundreds of students who have first place in their schools but cannot attend to university. Moreover, the number of students who graduate from general schools (duz lise) are quite much more than the universities can accept, therefore it created many unskillful unemployed people in the country. General schools, having Science schools and Anatolian Schools, may also create an elite class in the country.
In many countries, the schools and “odalar and isyerleri” are in contact and coordinate the education of the students at vocational and technical secondary schools. This is mostly done as 1-2 day school education and 3-4 days practice at the field. Turkey has the same method; however, in practice both the students and employers do not take it seriously and the students make “naylon” practice.

In Germany, “odalar” have to spend 40% of their budget on vocational and technical education. In some countries, the “odalar” have a role in the curriculum of vocational and technical schools.

Admission to higher education is a matter of long discussions as well. Admission method to universities is criticized by type of exam which mostly only measures mathematical  intelligences of students and does not include many subject that is taught in the schools especially at the 11th grade. Moreover, the duration of the exam and its being the only measurement method to get admission to university is also criticized.
Another issue is the role of “Ortaogretim Katsayisi” which is calculated by taking into account the schools’ success relative to students’ success. That means, between the students who have same Graduation score, the one whose school is more successful gets lower “Ortaogretim Katsayisi” then the one whose school is less successful mostly due to it is at a rural area and have less education opportunities. By means of this method, the “rulers” argue that the equality of opportunity would be provided.

Regardless of correction or fallacies in this logic, there are people, strengthened by this practice,  argues that the students in vocational schools take courses both towards general education and towards field education. Therefore, they has less chance to get enough score to attend to universities. If the practice mentioned in the above paragraph is correct, then they are to be given extra points. 
In some countries, like Germany and England, although not official, students have to finish certain types of schools in order to get acceptance from universities. However, in almost all Europe countries, anyone has equal opportunity to attend to universities as long as they meet the requirements.
In many Europe countries, pre-bachelor vocational study (Meslek Yuksek Okulu) are getting more attention and supported by governments and the students are encouraged to attend. In Turkey, 10 % of quota at MYO’s is given to the students without attending any exam.
Some suggestions done by one of the experts in this field (Mehmet Temel) are first, increasing the coordination between MYO’s and vocational and technical shools since many vocational and technical schools have more equipment than many MYO’s; secons, to identify te areas that needs more skillful manpower or technicians and then to direct the students accordingly; third, rearranging admission system which is designed for general education secondary schools or including a practice exam for vocational schools, taking the secondary schools success more into account, easing “dikey” transfer between MYO’s and vocational and technical schools and to include MYO’s to the Law of Ciraklik and Meslek Egitimi. 
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