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f$f¥ Jte.....1 believe in this beautiful country. | have studied its roots and
gloried in the wisdom of its magnificent constitution. | have marveled at the
wisdom of its founders and framers. Generation after generation of Americans
has understood the lofty ideals that underlie our great Republic. | have inspired
by the story of their sacrifice and their strength.

ok TR - S8 do AT H TP/ Q



"But, today | weep for my country. | have watched the events of recent months
with a heavy, heavy heart. No more is the image of America one of strong, yet
benevolent peacekeeper. The image of America has changed. Around the globe,
our friends mistrust us, our word is disputed, our intentions are questioned"

"Instead of reasoning with those with whom we disagree, we demand
obedience or threaten recrimination. Instead of isolating Saddam Hussein, we
seem to have isolated ourselves. We proclaim a new doctrine of preemption
which is understood by few and feared by many. We say that the United States
has trhe right to turn its firepower on any corner of the globe which might be
suspect in the war on terrorism. We assert that right without the sanction of any
international body. As a result, the world has become a much more dangerous
place.”

"We flaunt our superpower status with arrogance. We treat UN Security
Council members like ingrates who offend our princely dignity by lifting their
heads from the carpet. Valuable alliances are split." "After war has ended, the
United States will have to rebuild much more than the country of Irag. We will
have to rebuild America's image around the globe."

"What is happening to this country? When did we become a nation which
ignores and berates our friends? When did we decide to risk undermining
international order by adopting a radical and doctrinaire approach to using our
awesome military might? How can we abandon diplomatic efforts when the
turmoil in the world cries out for diplomacy? Why can this President not seem
to see that America's true power lies not in its will to intimidate, but in its
ability to inspire?"
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Radice's passionate interest inTagore
and Madhusudan

By Helal uddin Ahmed

Dr.william Radice, an eminent British educationist, essapisét
translator, was born on February 13,1951.As a renowned scholar
Radice has been able to attract the attention of the literary circles
of Bangladesh and west Bengal.

Many readers of Bengali literature also know the name of this
English man's love of Bengali language and literature. He has
succeeded in translating many poems of Rabbindranath Tagore.
A collection of poems under the title Rabindranath Tagore:
Selected poems was published by penguin in 1995. Many years
after the publication

Of E.G.

Thomson's anthology of Tagore's poems in English version.
Radice's anthology has made him popular with the lovers of
Tagore's poetry. Radice does not like to translate the songs of
Tagore, because in his opinion songs cannot be translated. This is
his personal opinion .Incidentally, Mrs. sudhamoyee Devi, wife
of the late prabhat kumar mukhopaddhaya, translated a good
number of Tagore's songs into English and a collection under the
title some songs of Rabindranath Tagore was published in 1981.

Radice has also translated a large number of short stories of
Tagore. He has been quite successful in representing the natural
scenery, the social mood, urban as well as rural cultures of the
then Bengal, through his faithful translations.

% T - S8 do JqNeE| ** D G I WACTS



A prolonged and laborious sojourn through the vast world of
Tagore's literature has enabled Radice to translate Tagore's short
stories in their true perspectives.

Although Radice has earned fame as a successful translator of
Tagore's poems and short stories, he obtained his Ph. D. degree
for his thesis on the epic of Michael Madhusudan Datta. A
master's degree holder in English from Oxford University and a
holder of a diploma degree in Bengali from SOAS (School of
Oriental and African Studies)

William Radice has also written a very important book on
learning Bengali under the titleeach Yourself Bengali

This book has been received with enthusiasm throughout the
English speaking world.

Radices love for Bengali language and literature originated from
his family's staying for a long time in several places of the
subcontinent during the British rule in India. His grandfather
Charles Albert Radice was the commissioner of Chittagong in
1914-1915 i.e. at the beginning of the first World War/ Prior to his
holding this post, he served as a magistrate at Comilla. Radices
father was born in the then India.

Radice's love for Bengali Language and literature originated from
his family's staying for a long time in several places of the
subcontinent during the British rule in India.

Radice's anthology has made him popular with the lovers of
Tagore's poetry. Radice does not like to translate the songs of
Tagore, because in his opinion songs cannot be translated.

A present Radice is busy translating Tagore's Char Adhaya and
three books of epigrams- Kanika, lekhan. Sphulinga., and Bibhuti
Bhusan Bandupadhya's short stories .
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Probably Radice has inherited his skill in translation from his
talented mother Betty Radice who was a famous linguist and the
editor of the translation department of Penguin.

William Radice has a lofty literary project to implement. He has
already made it known to the literary circles of Bangladesh and
West Bengal that he wants to publish an anthology entitled Dui
sho Bachhareyr Bangla Kabita (Bengali poems of two Hundred
years)on the basis of opinions to be collected from the lovers of
Bengali literature through questionnaires to be circulated among
them in different places of Bangladesh and India.

The best poems of the representative poets of the two hundred
years from 1795 to 1995 will be published in this anthology.

The English versions of these poems will be there on the same
page. This will facilitate translations from English into other
languages of the world, and thus quite a large number of Bengali
poems will be available in translations to a vast number of readers
all over the world.

The Radice family takes a great interest in art and music Both
Radice and his wife Elizabeth are skilled in playing musical
instruments.

Both of them are engaged in the teaching profession. Radice is at
present a lecturer in Bengali, Department of the Languages and
Cultures of South Asia SOAS.

He is associated with teaching and examinations in Bengali of the

Oxford University in 1987 he obtained his Ph.D. degree and in the

same year he was elected a member of the Academic Committee
of the Oxford University.
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In 1970 William Radice was awarded three prizes Sir Roger
Newdigate's prize for English verse. Oxford, Mrs. Claude
Beddington prize for the Top Fist in English Honor Moderation's
and violet Vaughan Morgan prize for English Literature in 1982
he was awarded Sir Edwin Arnold prize for Oriental Studies in
1986 he was awarded Ananda puraskar (West Bengal, India) for
his outstanding contribution for the development of Bengali
literature outside India, and in 1992 he was honored with
Michael puraskar (Michel prize Bangladesh) for his research work
on the greatest Bengali epic poet.

A passionate lover of Bengali language and literature. William
Radice visited Bangladesh several times. He delivered valuable
speeches at seminars held at different times at Bangla Academy,
Dhaka, Chittagong, Jahangirnagar, and Rajshahi Universities.

On the occasion of his formally receiving Michael Prize, he was
accorded an ovation in Dhaka.
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