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Hunger

Give me, give me, give me a quarter,
Asked a homeless, wretched man
In the shivering streets of winter
Near the Harvard Square,
The seat of learning and the youth.

He is hungry
Hungry for food and coffee
He looks pale and old,
And he has nothing to eat nor a shelter
In this world of plentitudes.

I am rich, and I am full of youth and grace,
I was wearing costly winter clothes, warm and heavy
And I swear that I have more clothes than I need,
I just throw a coin out of pity
And I felt gracious and merciful.

The homeless is pale and hungry
And we feel pity for him as we do for a third world,
But do I ever think and reflect
That my hunger for more and more
May have resulted in him to be a homeless?

* * Awarded best poem of 1991 by the American poetry club,
USA, Published in  Salam Argus  1991.
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Life and Twilight

At the twilight of evenings,

At the dawn of the day,
Both dawn and twilight
Are very short indeed.

At every blinking of eyelids
And at every breath of mine
Life is passing quickly
An it never comes back.

Life may be compared
With that of the twilight or the dawn,
A few counted years of longivity.

Is life a twilight
And is it more precious than gold?
I am alert and ready
To have more gold,
But I am neither alert nor conscious
To save time
Am I an earthly guy?
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