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Mathematics Corner

The DoDEA Mathematics curriculum standards can be be found at the following site:

http://www.dodea.edu/instruction/curriculum/New Standards/By Subject/Math_PK-12.doc
Math Matters!

One of the initiatives of the Department of Defense Dependent Educational Activity (DoDEA) is the Mathematics Initiative.  This initiative supports goal one (Highest Student Achievement) of DoDEA’s Community Strategic Plan, coincides with the President’s educational agenda in mathematics, and provides resources to support quality programs in mathematics.

Developing Procedural and Conceptual Knowledge in Mathematics

Every teacher hopes to help his or her students develop strong conceptual and procedural understanding.  This can be accomplished with a constructivist style of learning for students, where students construct their own understanding of concepts when learning situations are created that encourage them to make the necessary constructions. 

     Presented with meaningful real life situations, in a problem based learning environment, students seem to be more successful at mastering both concepts and procedures - as opposed to trying to abstract ideas from rules or procedures that are memorized and then applied to other contrived problems.  In other words, a successful blending of procedural and conceptual understanding for students comes from focusing first on conceptual understanding thus provoking the student to seek the procedural knowledge necessary to solve a genuine real life problem for which mathematical procedures are needed.
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