New School at Andrew Chapel Site

Subcommittee Update Meeting

June 11, 2002

(minor corrections made June 13 2002)

Subcommittees are forming to address the huge opportunities to provide input to the Fairfax County School Board.  Below is a summary of actions to date. If you need to know more, PLEASE contact the lead listed.  

Communications

Nora Callahan (SH, lead):  NoraVA@cox.net or 703/319-9434

Liaisons from each feeder school are in place.  The liaisons can be your first point of contact and will ensure announcements reach the community.  We established a temporary web http://www.geocities.com/newcluster1school

.  One of the curators will contact the curator at each of the feeder schools to establish a link on each of their websites. If there is information you would like to see on the website, please contact your liaison. We will explore avenues to provide information to all the school attendance areas affected by the new school - not just the families with students currently enrolled in elementary school.  

Finance/Fundraising

Sharon Saile (SH, temporary lead): Saile.Sharon@epa.gov or 703/255-0537

This subcommittee is preparing a three-year budget (this year, the first year the school opens, and one "out" year).  Items in the budget include playground/ outdoor space this year, and special start-up costs for the first and second years. Gf, FV and SH schools each have annual PTA/PTO budgets ranging from about $100,000 - $180,000.  The county will set up a reporting mechanism to track cash receipts and expenditures for the new school. 

Interior Colors

Susan Cason (SH - lead): scason@hotmail.com or 703/938-3133

This subcommittee must choose all the colors for all the materials by the end of June 2002.  The county provided the subcommittee with a range of colors.  The committee picked a "color theme" using mostly blues and greens with some yellow accents for many areas of the school.

Landscape
Sue Rosenberg (lead): Rosenberg@radix.net or 703/938-5031

This subcommittee has identified appropriate plantings, which will give a much more attractive and friendly look to the Towlston Road side of the school site.  The Shouse Village Community Association (SVCA) Board must endorse the revised landscape plan (per county request that the SVCA board approve any revised landscape plan) and then prepare a letter to the county. 

Parent Support Programs

Jan Pascoe (SH, Lead)  jjpascoe@aol.com or 703/759-0173

This committee will direct itself towards the volunteer activities of the parents in programs of the new school that take place during and after school hours that are supported by the parent organization.  This group will conduct research and interviews in the four contributing schools.  It will gather information and history from other new schools in the county.  The most important goal is to seek ways to blend the four school communities into one with its own unique footprint, and include all interested parents. 

Playground Selection

Sharon Saile (lead): Saile.Sharon@epa.gov or 703/255-0537

Equipment order must be placed no later than February 2003.  The county has budgeted one playground at $50,000 for equipment and $30,000 for necessary infrastructure.  The committee is identifying an alternative location for the playground, which will increase the size and functionality. The county is willing to build a second playground but we must raise enough money to do so ($80,000). This committee is collecting ideas on outdoor play components and layout, including the basketball hoops, blacktop areas, picnic tables/benches, baseball fields, and soccer fields. 

School Focus/Principal Selection

Barb Young (lead): kwinters@erols.com 703/319-1619 (presentation by Amanda McBreen, abmcbreen@aol.com)

This group is exploring options for school focus.  We will direct ourselves toward options that are different from the feeder schools, that meet the FCSB education goals, and that meet the needs of our kids.  We hope to present the committee’s preference to the School Board in the coming months.  We must work to affect future budgets to favor our school focus.  We must work to select a Principal that enhances our school focus. 

Business/Community Development

Diane Strahan (SH, lead): dstrahan@mindspring.com 703/757-1313
The committee has met with county reps to build a possible partnership with Wolf Trap Foundation, as well as other potential partners.   FCPS rep has contacted Wolf Trap Foundation at our suggestion to speed things along.

Transportation/Safety Issues
Tom Moriarty (SH, Temporary lead): tom.moriarty@gsa.gov 703757-7521
The subcommittee is discussing issues relating to Route 7 and the roads by the school site. They plan to meet with County officials in July yet are holding preparatory meetings now.

Feedback Sheet-June 11, 2002

New School at the Andrew Chapel Site

Your Name:

Address:

Phone Number:

E-Mail:



     School:   GF    FV    SH   WB  Other______

Circle the committee title that interests you or that you would consider getting involved in.  Feel free to make notes on this page!

Communications Subcommittee:

1. Do you have access to an email distribution list for preschool, elementary school, church, neighborhood, etc. within the potential new school attendance areas?  Name of group: ____________________________

2. Who manages the email list that can forward general announcements to the group? Name and contact information_______________________ 

Finance/Fundraising

1. Do you have accounting or bookkeeping experience?  Yes  No

2. Would you participate over the summer/ next school year in a Scrips program by purchasing $100 debit cards for Safeway/Giant? Yes  No

3. Would you participate in a Book Fair this summer?  Yes No  

4. What month would be best for book fair:  ___July, ___Aug, or ___Sept?

5. What type of social fundraiser event would be of interest to you in May 2003 for the new school community? ___________________________

6. What fundraising activities at your current school do you like the best?         Why?______________________________________________________

7. What fundraising activities do you dislike? 

Why?______________________________________________________

     8.  Comments:

Interior Colors

1. Now that you've seen the color scheme how do you feel about the choices, and why? 

___Extremely satisfied  (excellent) 

___Very satisfied  (pretty good)

___Satisfied  (OK) 

___Not satisfied  (needs improvement) 

Why? _________________________________ 

Playground Selection

1. Please rank the following items level of importance to you (H=high; M=medium; L=low): 

H  M  L
Playground size   

H  M  L
Swings   

H  M  L
Second Baseball field  

H  M  L
Second Soccer field   

H  M  L
Basketball hoops 

H  M  L
Hopscotch and 4-square 

H  M  L
Wall ball  

H  M  L
Second playground

H  M  L
Other _____________        

School Focus/Principal Selection

1. What type of school would interest you?

___Magnet School

___Gifted and Talented Center

___Language immersion 

___Arts and science focus

___Technology focus

___Core Curriculum

___Other _____________________________

Business/Community Development


Comments:

Transportation/Safety


Comments:

Parent Support Programs


Comments:


Our progress and success will depend on the communications, feedback and input from all parents in these four school communities. Please submit your comments/suggestions/experience/interests:

Email to NoraVA@cox.net or mail to Nora Callahan 1418 Claves Ct, Vienna, VA 22182-1605

