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Rice vs. Collins

Steven Collins Who went on trial on for cocaine position and he has also been convicted of two felony charges. In criminal cases, both sides can use peremptory challenges to dismiss a limited number of jurors without cause. However, they cannot do so for racial reasons. Two of the jurors dismissed were African American. 

The Supreme Court heard this court case to find out if the Ninth Circuit court over stepped its boundaries by exceeded its authority when trial judge was unreasonable in accepting the prosecutor’s reason for dismissing the jurors. The jurors were said to be dismissed on account of their race. The jurors where African American just like Collins that is the main reason he appealed the case. The judge’s excuse for the dismissal of the jurors was that they had children who have had drug problems before and therefore are not right for the trial because their kids have used drugs like Collins. Also one of them had acted disrespectful and inappropriately.  

Justice Anthony Kenny, who wrote for the Supreme Court, found that Prosecutor’s race neutral explanation for the Batson challenge was reasonable. The Supreme Court gave their final opinion on the case on June 27, 2005. The day after the Supreme Court issued its final opinion for the 2004-05 term. The case was reviewed be oral argument and was set for 2005-06 term. Collins proceeded without any cost. Then on January 18, 2006 Supreme Court said that Collins was no entitled to a habeas relief.

