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Was Life Much Different Back Then?


This day in age, adolescents have many different responsibilities, but is it that much different from our parents or grandparents back in the 50’s or 60’s?  I don’t think there was much difference between now and then.  There wasn’t much emphasis on education in my mother’s household, only the younger siblings went.  But now my parents push me to stay on the right track and go to college.  I think one of the biggest differences was the social life.   My mother didn’t really have lots of friends, she spent most of her free time at home with her brothers and sisters.  Also the environment was different, my mom grew up on a ranch and not many neighbors around. I live in the suburbs where my neighbors are about five yards away at the most.  The way we entertain ourselves is also different.  My sister and I are either listening to our iPods, watching television, or playing video games.   My mother used to listen to Novelas, Spanish drama shows, on the radio or to music.  

Although there were many differences there were also some similarities.  For example, dating is very much the same compared to my mothers.  I wasn’t allowed until a certain age, and if I did it was always in secret.  Also my parents have a lot of influence on what I do just like my grandmother had on my mother.  Religion isn’t so important in our family, it also wasn’t so important in my mother’s family when she was younger.  We also didn’t really work and if we did it was mostly just to have our own money.  My mother didn’t work but her older brothers did and they usually just used the money to buy clothes and food.  

Even though we grew up in different time periods there wasn’t much of a difference between me and my mom.  Just a different level of responsibility, we had basic roles but nothing so different.
