Natural Born Lovers

By Denise Lodde in Fucking, Austria

The mayor of the Upper Austrian village of Fucking has appealed to British tourists to stop stealing road signs after a supposedly theft-proof sign was pinched from the road leading into the hamlet. Fucking mayor Siegfried Hoeppl said hoards of visitors from the United Kingdom regularly made the trip to the area to be photographed by the villages "Welcome to Fucking" sign - and villagers had got used to reports of couple's frolicking almost naked in front of the road signs where the village name is written.

According to Hoeppl - the road signs were stolen on such a regular basis that the town had invested in specially reinforced sign that was supposed to be theft proof, with the posts set in concrete into the ground and using special lockable nuts and bolts. He said local police were convinced it was British visitors because the US army base in nearby Germany had closed - stopping the number of American visitors, but that British tourists still arrived by the busload, sending postcards from the Fucking post office and drinking in the Fucking restaurant.

He said: "I know what the name means in English, but for us Fucking is Fucking and we don't give it another thought."

Before the supposedly theft proof sign was stolen one group of residents had tried to change the name, but they were outvoted by others who agreed Fucking was here to stay. As a compromise the special theft proof signs costing 350 pounds each were built - but now one of them has gone as well.

Hoeppl's wife, who is the resident Fucking historian, said most villagers are proud to be from Fucking: "Fucking has been around for the last 800 years," she said. "We think that it was probably settled by a Mr Fuck or the Fuck family."

She said despite its long history Fucking was always a quiet place - until it was discovered by US troops at the end of the war. Since then women and men are often seen posing naked in front of the village signpost and she added "Many couples have taken the name to be an invitation."

Local Fucking newspaper editor Menhardt Buzasa has been covering the Fucking saga for years. He said that in recent years there had been an increase in the number of signs stolen which residents had hoped would end with the theft proof signs.

He said: "I do not agree it is just the British. Fucking is universal, Germans use it as much now as the British, and it also means the same to the Americans, Australians and anyone in the English speaking world. "I am not surprised another sign has gone. Every year the local council comes up with new ways to make the signs theft proof, but there is always someone one step ahead - they have not cracked it yet."

And he added a photographer from Playboy even staged a few photo shoots with models in Fucking. Franz Duernsteiner, an author on bizarre Austrian village names, said that the residents of Fucking are very "introverted" people. He said:"Most of them can speak English, and when someone asks them where they come from they are a little ashamed to say it." Most of the villagers don't even use "Fucking" as their place of birth on their passports, according to Duernsteiner.

They are not alone. Residents in the Austrian towns and villages of Vomitville, Windpassing, Petting and Wank on See are reported to also suffer similar reluctance to mention their place of birth.

