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Reunions 2001


The 2001 Nellis Family Reunion in the Mohawk Valley will take place on Sunday, July 15, at the Stone Arabia Lutheran Church at noon. SAL is on Route 10 north of the river in Montgomery County, NY. Pot Luck, bring your place settings. A program on the Erie Canal and a brief family meeting will be held after the meal. Contact Helen Nellis at 518-993-2709 for details.

The 2001 Nelles Family Reunion in Canada will take place at the St. Andrew's Church Parish Hall, in Grimsby, Ontario, Sunday August 11. Contact Marion Nelles, 519-752-7406 or mnelles@brant.net for details.  

The Second Volume 

Volume II is being proofed by family coordinators now. We anticipate publication late this year. The German roots of the Nellis Nelles family will be disclosed at that time.  

Spotlight
Globe and Mail, Toronto

Friday, January 5, 2001

Dr. L. Nelles SILVERTHORNE

Peacefully at Christie Gardens Nursing Home on January 3, 2001, in his 100th year. Dedicated pediatrician in Toronto for over 50 years and chairman of the Board of Governors of the Scott Mission for 25 years. 

Predeceased by dearly beloved and devoted wife, Elizabeth Silverthorne.

Cherished father of Linda Miller, Julie Joyce, and Paul Silverthorne and his wife Sheila. Loving grandfather of six, and great-grandfather of four. Visitation on, Monday, January 8th from 2-4 p.m. at the Knox Presbyterian Church, 630 Spadina Ave. (at Harbord St.) In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may be made to the Hospital for Sick Children or the Scott Mission.


From the ASSOCIATION OF AMERICAN LAW SCHOOLS HANDBOOK AND PROCEEDINGS. Unknown volume, ca 1937 or 1938. p. 270-271 


WALTER NELLES was born at Leavenworth, Kansas, on April 21, 1883 and died at New Haven, Connecticut, on March 31, 1937. In September, 1914, he was married to Mary P. Damon, of Newton, Massachusetts, who, with their two children, Peter P. Nelles and Bethsebe P. Nelles, survives him.

The place of birth is of little consequence, since the family was peripatetic and an experience which took Walter Nelles over the Middle West, into the South, to New England and to metropolitan New York lies between the two dates. As in place, so in interest his life touched American society at many points. He was a student of economics and labor problems, an instructor in English at Harvard and at Wisconsin, a practicing attorney in New York, a leader in the cause of civil liberties, a student of jurisprudence, and an author of distinction in the fields of, labor law and legal institutions. A graduate of the Harvard Law School, it was as a member of the faculty of the Yale Law School that he found the environment most congenial to the development of his interests. From his graduation from the Harvard Law School in 1911 until 1928, Walter Nelles practiced law in New York City. He was with the firms of Jerome, Rand and Kressel, 1911-1912, and Chadbourne, Hunt and Jaeckel, 1912-1914. He was a member of the firm of Ehlermann, Hale and Wright, 1914-1917, and of Hale, Nelles and Shorr, 1920-1925. In Walter Nelles' practice, the preservation of civic rights was the dominant motive. He seemed indifferent to pecuniary returns, was negligent in getting around to making out his bills, and surprised his clients with the reasonableness of his fees. It was inevitable that he should become connected with the Civil Liberties Union; and the answer to an advertisement by Roger Baldwin, asking for legal help, led to his concentration during the period of the World War upon cases concerned with the rights of free speech and free assemblage. Many cases, particularly some dealing with the rights of aliens, were carried as far as the United States 

Supreme Court; and in a brief in Gitiow v. New York, he argued that freedom of speech is comprehended within the liberty which a state can not abridge without violating the due process clause of the Fourteenth Amendment. The argument did not at the time prevail; but it did command the support of a minority and prepared the way for the judgment of the Court in Near v. Minnesota, which gave the constitutional protection of the Fourteenth Amendment to freedom of speech. 

It was an interest in the underprivileged-and particularly in the rising problems of labor-which led Walter Nelles to leave practice. At the Yale Law School his quiet, unobtrusive manner and his restrained speech gave to the student little hint of the restless years that lay behind. He maintained a deep interest in problems and yet never became a crusader. An opportunity to roam wide and to probe deep stimulated an intellectual curiosity which practice had not satisfied and subdued the work for causes and propaganda into a zest for finding out and for thinking through. His method was to go back from recent holdings to the beginnings of doctrines, to discover the material of circumstance and idea of which they were made, to note the things of design and accident which had shaped them, and to inquire how adequately they were serving a living law. His purpose was neither to sanctify nor to condemn, but to understand, legal doctrine. His concern was that it be applied to cases-not ritualistically, but in the light of understanding, and that in its application it be newly refashioned. It was his point of view and his distinctive attack which made Walter Nelles such a personal asset to his colleagues, whether members of the faculty or students. He was a storehouse of information, ideas, and questions about things legal, social, political, literary, and philosophical. He knew alike the common and constitutional law, not only as a technician knows it, but in its relation to the development of society and the industrial system. It was this wealth of knowledge and breadth of understanding which led a well-known attorney, who had once been his student, to refer to Walter Nelles as "the lawyer's lawyer, the professor's professor." He was tireless in his work; he had the scholar's patience in digging out and appraising every fact. But facts were to him facts only in view of the purpose of his inquiry; and his most weary and delightful were spent in finding their significance. In the files of the Yale Law Journal and the Columbia Law Review his best work is to be found. It is only a fragment of the program he laid out for himself. Although such articles as "The First Labor Injunction," "Commonwealth v. Hunt," "Holmes and Labor Law," "Towards Legal Understanding" do not do not add up to a legal system, they open vistas, bring new understanding, and point to the need for more studies. Here is the zest, the way, the utility of intellectual adventure in the law. And that is Walter Nelles. 

Walter Nelles was probably the son of Virginia Hobbs and George W. Nelles. GWN was born in Hamilton, Ontario in 1831, married in Peru, IL, lived in Muscutine, IA and Leavenworth, KS. They may have lived in New Orleans as well. GWN's parents. have not yet been identified. 

K. McLaughlin.

Future Newsletters

Beginning with the first issue of this newsletter in 2002, it will be sent only to persons who have paid their dues in the Nellis Family Association. Download the membership form from the Membership page of this web site.

