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 Reunions 2000

The 2000 Nellis Reunion will be a potluck at noon held at noon on Sunday, July 15th at the Stone Arabia Lutheran Church, Route #10, north of Palatine bridge.

The Canadian Nelles / Nellis Reunion pot luck will be  held at noon on the first Saturday after the first Monday in August. Contact Hugh Young, 905-945-1262 for details. This years reunion will be held on the land where Henry Nellis, Tory, settled after the US Revolution.

The Second Volume

More good news! Henry Z. Jones indicates that he has located the German origins of the Klock family. This new information will be included in his  next book due out this spring. I you have not ordered your copy, do so soon. We can not publish Volume II until we have sold a significant number of books, enough to pay the printing  bill. Interestingly, most of our book sales are now coming through internet contacts. Jay Nellis reports that we have close to $6,000 in the printing fund for Volume II. Volume I cost approximately $14,000. We need to sell about 100 more books to reach that goal for Volume II.

Computer Notes

Some web sites that may be of interest to Nellis and Nelles researchers include the following  www.Genforum.genealogy.com :

Nellis Nelles

Klock Clock

Empey Markle

Dygert Bauder

Fox Bradt

And thousands more…

Spotlight

Ozias NELLIS, the son of Peter Philip NELLIS & Margaret SPRAKER, was born on 8 Jan 1814. He was baptized as Hosea at the Old Yellow Church of Manheim. He was educated at the College of Physicians of the Western District of NY at Fairfield, Herkimer Co., NY in 1836, and University of the State of New York the same year. He attended Ohio Medical College in 1870-71He married Caroline FORD, on 12 Sep 1839 in Watertown, Washington Co., OH. They lived in Wood Co., VA, now WV; Ohio Co., Kanawha, now West Virginia; and Davies, Commiskey, and Jennings Co., IN, before settling in Cairo, Alexander Co., IL. They had two children, Charles F(Ford/). and Edward Peter (1843-1917).

The most comprehensive record of Nellis's life is contained in a letter written on his behalf when he was seeking a pension which was never granted. Written by R E Hawley, the Pastor of the Presbyterian Church of Washington, Davies County, IN and dated 4 Jan 1882, the letter states that Nellis was living in Williamston, VA (in 1882, located in WV) where he furnished medical service to Union volunteers without compensation under the command of Captain De Beck of Cincinnati, that he passed an examination given by the medical board in Cincinnati, entered the services as a volunteer surgeon, and was sent to Pittsburg Landing. He served in Col James Steadman's Regt, 14th Ohio Volunteers and the 10th Kentucky Regt under Col. Robert Harlan (later Justice Harlan).

He lost a trunk in the retreat from Bragg, near Green River, Kentucky in 1862 for which he received no compensation. He terminated his contract after reaching Louisville due to chronic diarrhea, returned home to regain his health. Hawley claims Nellis could have received compensation for his recovery time had he gone on leave instead of resigning. Ozias was said to be commissioned as assistant Surgeon in the 2nd Virginia Cavalry (later West Virginia/) under Col Powell in Feb 1863 and served with this regiment until he and others were captured at Withville, VA and imprisoned at the Libby Prison. Ozias was released in a prisoner exchange and rejoined the Regt at Charlestown WV. The Regiment was transferred to the Shenandoah Valley where he lost his horse for which he again received no compensation. He was mustered out at the expiration of his service in Nov 1864 and commissioned as surgeon of the 11th Virginia in Dec 1864, mustering in as assistant surgeon of the 10th Regt West Virginia Infantry in Jan 1865, promoted to surgeon in Jul 1965, and was placed in charge of Remount Camp near Harper's Ferry from Sep to Nov 1964.

In a note at the end of Hawley's letter he indicates that Nellis changed from the Cavalry to the Infantry due to injury "of his limb". He was mustered out at Richmond, VA on 21 Aug 1865; claiming to have seen Lee's white flag go up at the surrender. Hawley describes Nellis as having an "honorable record", truthful, a member in good standing in the Presbyterian Church and a Republican. Hawley further states that Nellis received two medals from West Virginia for honorable service and the report of then Adjutant General.

Ozias has a Civil War Pension Application file that is fully an inch thick. He tried for years to obtain a pension, but  He suffered a severe knee injury that limited his ability to walk, stand for more than a few minutes, ride a horse, or ride in a buggy on rough roads, therefore limiting his ability to practice medicine. In his later life, he blamed the knee injury for causing a variety of "heart" problems, and sought valiantly to prove this to the pension commission.  There is a long series of character witness statements in his file, including at least one in which the character witness is described as not reliable.  There apparently was a testy exchange between Judge Harlan and Nellis at some point late in his life, the evidence is skimpy, and somewhat incoherent. He showed the signs of being a bitter, senile old man, characteristics not unusual in kidney failure from which he eventually died on 16 May 1890 in Cairo, Alexander Co., IL.

  On 14 Aug 1890, Caroline was seeking a widow's pension because he husband had "died of injury or disease incurred in service including chronic diarrhea, malarial fever, and rheumatism. She never received a pension either. Her son, Charles F Nellis and Marretta Nellis (his wife/) were witnesses for the widow's pension. Ozias and Caroline were buried in Beach Grove Cemetery in Pulaski Co., IL. Ozias left an estate of 12 to 15 hundred dollars.

Both of their sons joined the Union Navy. Unfortunately, on 4 Nov 1864, Edward P., then an executive officer on the Navy Ship, the USS Rattler, deserted along with his captain, D. W. Glenny who turned the ship over to the Confederates. Glenny was captured in New Haven, Connecticut but Nellis was never apprehended. He was described in his military files as "young, of romantic disposition and impressionable....went along with the scheme." Edward, like his father, was unsuccessful in his claim for a pension, when asked to explain where he was during the three years following November 1864, he claimed that he was "traveling".

Hi All,   from Helen and Mary,

We have about 150 books left at this time.  To print the next volume we need about $8,000 yet.  Donations to the fund would hurry the printing along and would be greatly appreciated.

At the reunion, Helen would like to give her talk, “From Ship to Shore and Then Some..”, that she gave to the Palatine Settlement last fall.  It held everyone’s attention and was well received.

Page  1  of  2

