Bead Embroidery

Judi Leatherberry   busy_beader@juno.com
Step 1.  Trace your design on the foundation material using either a pen or pencil.

Step 2.  Outline the area you have chosen to work on with the bead color of your choice.

Step 3.  Using the same color as in Step 2, fill in the area.  (Repeat Step 2 and 3 for each design area.)

Step 4.  Outline the border of the design with the color of your choice.

Step 5.  Fill in the background of the design using the color of your choice.

Step 6.  Trim away the foundation material so that only about 1/4 " remains around the entire design.

Fold it under and either stitch it or glue it down before proceeding to the next step.

Step 7.  Cut a piece of backing material to fit the design, adding 1/4" to the outside edge(if the backing 

material is anything other than leather, ultrasuede, or felt).  Turn it under the 1/4" while attaching 

it to the foundation using a basic edge stitch (see website for instructions).
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Basic Technique
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Adding One and Two Beads at a Time
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The traditional way that bead embroidery is done is by putting beads on three at a time as I have shown here.  Continue adding beads by picking up three and going back through the last two as indicated in the diagram to the left.





These two techniques are used primarily when you are embroidering in a small area where only one or to beads can be added at a time.  The top two illustrations show how to add one bead at a time; the bottom one shows how to add two beads at a time.  You may use all three of these techniques at any given time in any given piece of bead embroidery.





NOTE:  all drawings have spaces between the beads for clarity.  Beads sit right next to each other with no space between them.





These three practice motifs can be used to trace onto your foundation material before you begin.





I suggest doing a couple of practice pieces before you tackle something special .  (Get used to the technique first.)








How to Embroider the Leaf





Trace onto foundation.


Embroider the center vein of the leaf.


Outline the leaf itself.


Fill in the outline of the leaf.


Outline the outside border.


Fill in the outline.  Decide if you want the background to have the shape of the leaf or if you want it all horizontal or vertical or a combination of both.








