Hardin-Jefferson Band Scholarship Essay


The influence music has made on my life transcends words. I have used music as a mode of expression and an escape from my stressful life, and it has taught me the value of self-confidence and the rewards of hard work. And though I have been very musically successful alone, being in band throughout high school and participating in numerous All-Region bands has allowed me to experience the incredible results of teamwork.  


My musical career began with a rough start. In sixth grade beginner band, I was only shown the monotonous side of learning music, not the amazing achievements that I could later reach. Band was not pleasant, so my musical appetite became restless. The next year, after being disappointed by band, I joined orchestra and choir. Though choir was not the field of music for me, I took to the cello right away. I was one of two seventh graders in my beginning orchestra class, and I learned to play quickly. My experimentation with string instruments was terminated involuntarily when for my eight grade year I switched schools to Henderson Middle School. So I got back in band. Assuming that I would be behind all the other students since I had not played the flute in almost a year, my mother and I decided that I would need to take flute lessons in order to catch up. I was able to make the TMEA All-Region band that year. The highest point of my musical career so far was being a part of the ATSSB All-State Band. There are no words to accurately describe being in that exceedingly talented group of people, all of whom share a common passion for music. Just reaching that point has shown me how much I have grown from that malcontented sixth grader. I hope to serve as an example to others who express an interest in music, but cannot seem to find their passion for it. I was close to giving into the boredom and monotony that began my musical career, but with encouragement and guidance from my parents, flute teacher, and band directors, I preserved and achieved things I didn't even know existed when I was in beginner band. 


Overall, I believe the influence of music on my life has made me a better person than I would have been without it. With hard work and dedication, I have become a more confident, mature musician; and I have learned to incorporate this confidence and maturity into all aspects of my life.  

