JEFFERSON MIDDLE SCHOOL

CLASS SYLLABUS

Eighth Grade Literature for the School Year 2007-2008
Teacher:  Mrs. Bonny Nead


255-8691 x 439  

nead@aps.edu
                         Date:  August 16, 2007

Course Description  Focus will be directed on different genres of writing, with emphasis placed upon short story, narrative, biography, autobiography, expository, and poetry.  Students will be expected to write in each of the presented genres.  These will result in individual and group writing projects.  All group projects will be done in class.  Interpretation of different genres will also be emphasized.   I  will expect the students to discuss with the class the cause and effect of the behaviors of the characters we read about, and how these characters relate to their own lives as teenagers.  Literary analysis will be ongoing with emphasis upon the use and understanding of literary terms.  Writer’s Workshop will be on-going throughout the year to promote publication of the students’ work.   Most of the course work will be done in class, so daily attendance is crucial for passing this class successfully.  

Homework Policies  Weekly Reading Logs, Handwriting Assessments,  and Word Skills Workbook will be homework only.  Additional homework will be out of the Literature book, worksheets, and from other sources that complement in-class instruction.   It is recommended that students  spend twenty to thirty minutes a day reading.    Assigned homework for this class should not exceed forty (40) minutes on any given night.   Late assignments will usually not be accepted.

Grading Policies 

	A+ = 99.5 – 100%
	A = 94 – 99.4%
	A- = 90 – 93%

	B+ = 87 – 89%
	B = 84 – 86%
	B- = 80 – 83%

	C+ = 77 – 79%
	C = 74 – 76%
	C- = 70 – 73%

	D+ = 67 – 69%
	D = 64 – 66%
	D- = 60 – 63%

	F = 59% and lower

	“E” = an honest effort from the student who does not have the ability to do better in a particular class.


At 4 ½ weeks into each quarter, a computer generated progress report will be distributed at school to all students.  These require a parent signature.  A report card will be issued at the end of each quarter (9 weeks).

There is No Extra Credit for this class.  Parents who are concerned about their child’s progress may call me at any time at the school and I will discuss the matter further with them.  However, extra points may be given to a student who has exceeded my expectations for a particular assignment.

Make-up Policy  It will be the student’s responsibility to check with me for all make-up assignments due to excused absences.  This work is to be completed and turned in within one week of the student’s return.    Folders labeled with each day’s work are located in the room; the student will usually find make-up work in the folder marked with the appropriate day.

Classroom Management  Each student is given a copy of the class rules, which outlines the expected classroom behavior.  A home copy  is sent home for parent/guardian convenience.   The student copy  should be kept in a binder as a reminder.  The rules are also posted in the classroom.  Most of the time, any infractions will be dealt with immediately and documented via the Jefferson Jet Card, which will require a parent signature.  Parents will be contacted if it is deemed necessary.  Only severe or recurring problems will be referred to the office.  

Two or More “0” (Zero) Papers in any One Week  My goal is to have your child succeed in my class.  Part of this success depends upon students doing daily work.  If a student fails to turn in two (2) assignments in any one week, a letter notifying the parent(s)/guardian will be sent home.  This letter must be signed and returned the next class day.  If this continues to be a problem, the student will have lunch detention with me.  The student will eat his/her lunch in my classroom and work on his/her homework.  Failure to report to assigned lunch detention with me will result in an office referral.

My classroom is a safe classroom.  I have already told my students  that they  can be free to be themselves within the parameters of the class rules.  Everyone is treated with high regard, and I model the behavior that I expect of him or her.  Respect begins with me; I do my best to give my students reasons to respect me.  I do my best to create a pleasant environment in which they can learn.  Their education and personal growth is very important to me, and I will always do my best to help them achieve their goals.  

