Splash Screens

Many modern applications, VB included, take quite a long time to load. To distract customers while they wait, many designers insert a splash screen, which is displayed while the application loads. If you think your ‘viewers’ are going to get bored while they’re waiting, why not create a splash screen? 

You can either create your screen from scratch or use a VB template – using the template is an easier alternative for beginners.

Using the VB template

· Open a new project

· Change the Name of its Form to frmMain
· Select Project | Add Form
· Select Splash Screen from the list of items and click Open
Now you will now need to change some of the label captions to customize your screen. 

· Select the Company label, find the caption property in the properties window and set it to your company name

· Do the same to customize your product , copyright information etc.

You can also change the image displayed in the Picture Box to one of your own from file:

· Click on the existing picture and select its Picture property

· Click on the ellipsis (…) and select your chosen picture from file

To show the splash screen as the application is loading, you need to set a few properties and add a few lines of code.

· Select Project | Project Properties... Select the General Tab
· Change the Startup Object drop down to Sub Main
· Click OK
· Select Project | Add Module
· Select Module from the list of items

· Click OK
Then copy and paste the following code into that new module:

Sub Main()
    frmSplash.Show 
    Load frmMain 
    frmMain.Show 
    Unload frmSplash
End Sub

Run your program – no splash screen? 

Why?

The splash screen will not appear for more than the split second that it takes for your program to load. If your program is small, there certainly will not be enough time for anyone to read it. To view the splash screen, you can add a timer to it so that it will appear for 5 seconds:

· Add a timer object to the screen, name it tmrShow
· Set its Interval property to 5000 (this will display the screen for 5 seconds) 

· Add the following code to the timer:

Private Sub tmrShow_Timer()
    tmrShow.Enabled = False 
    Unload Me 
End Sub

Then, modify the startup code module so that as the form loads, the timer starts:

Sub Main()
    frmSplash.Show 
End Sub

Sub ResumeStartUp()
    Load frmMain 
    frmMain.Show
End Sub

