Essay 2: Your Proposed Plan of Study

It has always been my great desire to further my study in a foreign country. And I have chosen Japan as a destination to pursue my Master’s training course. After being admitted by the University and with financial support granted by Asian Development Bank, I will choose urban planning or community planning and design field to study at Saitama University. 

As we know “Comprehensive information on natural resources and the environment is essential for rational planning”. With many other developing countries in Southeast Asia, Vietnam also faces an urban growth problem. As urban population growth, urban expansion determines urban growth, up to date information on this process is a major requirement in urban planning. Urban planning is an issue of concern to different kinds of professionals. The study of urban growth is crucial for urban planning. Land use potential assessment is performed through Geographic Information System (GIS) operation and the existing land use map is the most crucial source of information for urban planning. It also provides a base for transportation planning. Land planning is the most important mission in land management and urban management.
Management on land always requires spatial information as its corner stone. However, purely descriptive maps of the landscape are not enough. They must be translated into prescriptive maps expressing the interrelationship among mapped data in terms of the decision at hand. Nowadays, GIS technology provides the means to integrate these mapped data fully into resource and land use decision-making. The integration of community mapping and the technical approach based on topographic maps and the classified satellite image in a GIS aims to verify the accuracy of the community information as well as to establish a dialogue with the government. The approach seeks to validate the communities’ information in a scientific manner in order to make it credible and acceptable for the government. It constitutes a major step in establishing the required dialogue between the communities and the government so that the role of the communities as key resource managers may be recognized and that the government may become involved in setting up, with the communities, an appropriate plan for sustainable development.

GIS technology can facilitate the integration of the people’s view and highlight the leading role of meaningful community participation. One of the key components in providing such integration is community mapping. The use of maps developed through intensive participation of the communities constitutes an occasion for clarifying, validating, and affirming various concerns and issues. A partnership, with the use of community mapping and other participatory methods, is able to formulate an integrated and holistic Comprehensive Land Use Plan that is based on realistic and more accurate information from the field and reflects the interests of the various sectors of the population. The goal of an information system is to convert a magnitude of data into meaningful information. Successful information systems for land planning have long been discussed and anticipated.

Information technology has developed rapidly. During recent years, the application of Information Technology and GIS has become an essential need in scientific studies, training and in management, including State management, commercial management, and almost all areas of natural and social management. Specially, the application of Information Technology and GIS have been paid attention to the management of land, natural resources and environment

Land use planning is one of the tasks of land management. While designing an integrated database for the urban planning, we need to put them in the framework of land law and land policies. It is necessary to understand the institutional and legal set up as well as intent of the land planning process in this area. The “Establishment of the Integrated Database for the Urban Planning for the State Administration on Land in Vietnam” will be my Graduation thesis.

The purpose of the thesis:

Vision:  

· Urban Planning Information System is a fundamental tool in the support of effective land administration of government and provides land information to other organizations. In the future, it will become a component of a model land management system based on informatics technology.

Goal:

· Accelerated application of GIS in land planning and design;

· Land use data sharing will be mentioned in the thesis;

· That Land Use Information System developed supports the land use planning as well as land allocation processes.

Main Purpose:

· Its main purpose is to have “An effective integrated database design for the Urban planning and design”;
Output:

· Data needs for the Urban planning and design defined;

· Criteria for the integrated database formulated;

· A suitable design developed for the Land use database at the province level;

· A prototype developed to test the data model;

· Its example is one city in Vietnam. It may be Hanoi or other cities.

The plan of study: There are four steps:

Step 1: Conceptualizing the topic. Activities of this step includes:

· Analyze the requirements that related to design the integrated database the Province land use planning by investigating;

· Identify the approach for designing an integrated database by investigating.

The methods used for this step include the questionnaire, personal interview, and literature review. Out comes of this step are:

· The data needs for the Integrated Database;

· The overview of the Integrated Database Model;

· The criteria and verifiable indicators;

· The suitable approach for designing the Integrated Database.

Step 2: Design a Data Model

· Based on results of the previous step, the conceptual data model and the logical model of the Integrated Database are designed in this step.

Step 3: Implementation

· A prototype will be developed in this step in order to test the data model.

Step 4: Writing Report

· All results from the above will be documented in the final report.

The method of study and content of thesis will be carried out in studying time.
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